
 

Message from Mrs Barr 
Dear Parents  

Congratulations to our year 6 children who were awarded their bonus round Primary Maths Challenge badges 
in our whole school assembly on Tuesday. Three children achieved Gold and a Silver and Bronze was also 
celebrated. This is a national competition which means they are some of the top primary mathematicians in 
the country. 

Miss Ritchie led the assembly this week with the topic on anti-bullying. This is part of our PSHE curriculum 
which covers many areas of well-being and relationships. This topic will be followed up within class lessons 
building on our theme of tolerance, perseverance and resilience. 

Now that we have the longer evenings and brighter mornings, we are trialling a school bus. It is a morning 
only service at the moment and with limited routes. We do hope though, that this will expand. If you would 
like further information then please do contact Miss Cook.   

With this lovely weather, however, can I remind you that the playgrounds are used for clubs at the end of the 
school day which means children cannot stay and play, please do respect this at pick up time. 
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Finally, as I mentioned at the start of term Miss George-Carey was taken ill at the end of last term. She has 
kept us up to date and is in good spirits. She was hoping for a swift recovery but after successful surgery she 
now awaits radiotherapy. This unfortunately means Miss G-C will probably be off now until at least the end of 
the summer term. I am sure those that know her will be wishing her the best of luck with her next stage of 
treatment. 

Please remember, updates to all events and activities can be found on our website, SharePoint and social 
media sites: school, art, sport. 

Best wishes

 
SPORTS DIARY DATES 

 

Sport: 2nd May – 6th May

Monday  No Fixtures

Tuesday  Y4 Cricket vs NHP	
Venue: Linford Christie
Numbers: 45
Leave School: 1:30pm	
Start Time: 2:15pm
Pick Up from Venue: 3:30pm
Arrive back at school: 4:00pm
Linford	Chris,e	Stadium	-	Google	Maps

Wednesday  No fixtures

Thursday  No Fixtures 

Morning Swimming: Reception 

Afternoon Swimming: Y4 and Y6

Friday  No Fixtures 
Y3 Games- 11am-12pm  
Y4 Games- 1pm-2pm  
Y5/6 Games- 2pm-3pm 

https://www.chepstowhouseschool.co.uk/
https://livealphaplusgroupco.sharepoint.com/sites/CHS
https://www.instagram.com/chepstowhouseschool/
https://www.instagram.com/chepstowhouseschoolart/
https://www.instagram.com/chepstowhouseschoolsport/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Linford+Christie+Stadium/@51.519235,-0.2375686,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x487611d4b2f924af:0x8b83a7e24334f43!8m2!3d51.5192317!4d-0.2353799
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STARS OF THE WEEK 

Class Name Reason

Robin Olivia For settling back in so seamlessly, it's as 
if you have been here all along 

Sparrow Hugo For settling in so well. The sparrow 
class are lucky to have you.

Wren Natalie For having such a grown-up 
approach when completing activities 
independently in the class. What a 
superstar!

Pelican Elliot For his amazing weekend news.

Puffin Laura For writing a beautiful and 
descriptive holiday news. 

Penguin Noah For using brilliant connectives, 
adjectives and sentence openers in 
his weekend news writing.

Swallow Lila for learning your production lines so 
quickly and reading with great 
expression
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Kingfisher Bibi For working so hard to learn your lines 
for our production and setting a great 
example to others with your fantastic 
acting skills.

Swift Max For using your imagination to produce a 
fantastic, fantasy weekend news. 

Woodpecker Meera For your perseverance in learning all 
your tricky spellings.

Woodlark Ellie For being extremely helpful, kind, 
patient and welcoming to newcomers 
in the Woodlark Class! 

Skylark Freyja For her warm, positive energy in 
the classroom. She makes 
everybody in the Skylark class, 
new and old, feel at home at all 
times.

Tawny Owl Leo For recognising features of a play 
script.

Class Name Reason
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Snowy Owl Noah for trying so hard to improve his 
handwriting and present his work 
more neatly.  
Keep it up! 

Grey Hawk Layan For your fantastic attitude towards 
your studies – I can tell it's going to 
be a brilliant term!

Harrier 
Hawk

James For an amazing attitude and great 
progress in all lessons.

Golden Eagle The whole class For starting the Summer Term in 
such an impressive way.

Imperial 
Eagle

Gabi For her amazingly descriptive Big 
Write on the theme of ‘Holidays’.

Class Name Reason
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NEWS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

This week Chepstow House School was 
privileged enough to have artist Dominic 
Harris come in and do a special art 
assembly for the children, explaining all 
about his mesmerising interactive artworks 
and the process behind their creation. As a 
digital artist, Dominic uses touch screens 
and coding to program and display his 
graphic images which are inspired by his 
interest and love of nature. The children 
were fascinated by his work and how they 
responded to touch and sound. There were 
laughs as they watched the seven dwarfs 
from his Disney series pass a soap bubble 
through the touch screens to one another 
and there were many open mouths and 
gasps of awe at his beautiful blooming 
flowers.  

 

Dominic showed the children images from his popular and reoccurring theme of butterflies and 
has requested the help of all the children at Chepstow House School to assist him in creating 
his next artwork! The art department is so excited and honoured to be teaming up with 
Dominic Harris Studios and throughout the week in art lessons, children will be creating their 
own butterflies which will have the chance to be featured in one of the next amazing 
interactive butterfly artworks.  

All the butterflies created will be posted on SharePoint for you to enjoy and images and 
footage of Dominic’s assembly, along with a link to his website can be found on the art 
SharePoint page and on Instagram!  - Miss Luke  
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NEWS FROM FRENCH DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception children are learning the names 
of some common farm animals. 

French offers a variety of cross curricular links with 
maths, history, geography, English, PSHE… In Year 2 
we learnt to locate France and some of its main cities. 

Un 
cochon

 

Un 
cheval 

Year 2 are exploring a story “La Petite Poule Rousse” to carry on with 
the theme of collaborative work. Earlier we studied a story “Les 
Quatre Amis” (the 4 friends) helping each other to get what they 
wanted, a red apple.  “La Petite Poule Rousse (the little red hen) asks 
for her friends’ help but they refuse so they don’t get to eat the 
bread she baked. 
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NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Singing assembly has been a real joy recently. The children are singing well and we have been focussing 

on our songs about Spring and flowers. Soon we will be thinking about summer sunshine and summer 

holidays. We have also enjoyed singing ‘happy birthday’ to rock and pop music. 

Reception have been singing songs to tell the story of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. We sang a song all 

about the colour red and hunted for the red instruments in the music classroom. 

 

Year 1 are learning about transport in music class. We started with different types of shoes and the 

sounds they make. We learnt a chant and performed instruments with the music. 

 

Year 2 are continuing with their production songs. Well done to Lila for getting star of the week for 

singing the songs so well. Support videos and lyrics can be found on the music sharepoint pages here: 

https://livealphaplusgroupco.sharepoint.com/sites/CHS/Music/SitePages/Year-2-Music---Spring-

Term-2022.aspx 

Thank you to Charlotte for performing on the piano in Tuesday’s assembly.  
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NEWS FROM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

Summer STEM Club Sets Sail!	

The Year 3 and 4 STEM clubbers were 
given the seemingly impossible task of 
having to design a boat made purely 
out of tin foil this week! 

After learning how massive cruise 
liners are able to keep afloat, they got 
straight to work. 

	

It was a fierce competition with 
some very impressive designs but 
in the end it was Louis and Robbie 
from the Tawny Owls who were 
victorious, managing to stack an 
impressive 460g on their tin foil 
boat before it sank into the murky 
depths. 
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NEWS FROM SPORT DEPARTMENT 
Welcome back everyone and what a great term of sport we have ahead, with cricket, tennis and athletics all in store over 
the coming weeks. 

In KS1 cricket this week we worked on bowling and throwing accuracy, aiming to complete bowling with a straight 
arm. Years 1 and 2 were focussing on making a strong star shape transferring the ball from the start position to the end 
with a straight arm. They used the front arm as a guide and their head and eyeline followed towards the stumps. They 
worked on their retrieval skills as well collecting the ball and returning it to their teammates. Reception have developed 
their aiming skills focussing on targeting the stumps. They started with a roll and then progressed to a throw and 
finished with a straight arm push towards the stumps. We will continue to work on bowling and endeavour to make it a 
key skill in our matches.   

In KS2 cricket they’ve focused firstly on their bowling technique, with the main emphasis being on keeping their 
bowling arm straight throughout the bowling motion. They then moved onto batting, where they focused on their stance, 
their grip and keeping their head over the ball while stepping into the shot.  

In tennis this week in Reception they’ve been introduced to the fundamental hand eye coordination skills needed in 
tennis. These included learning how to hold a tennis racket safely and with control, as well as controlling a ball on the 
racket while moving around a space. They also did some tennis hockey to get used to hitting the ball with both sides of 
the racket in a controlled manner. These skills will be gradually progressed in the coming weeks where they can then 
begin to work in pairs playing floor tennis to begin with, learning how to swing the racket to hit the ball along the floor 
with good accuracy and control.  

In Y1 and 2 they’ve also been working on ball and racket skills while also moving on to floor tennis in pairs. They’ve 
been introduced to or reminded of the ‘star’ position to get into before hitting a forehand along the floor. This will help 
them learn the importance of the correct swing (ie swinging the racket from low to high) which they will then 
incorporate into their shots when hitting the ball in the air back to a partner and over the net.  

In KS2 the children have been practicing maintaining a consistent rally under control on mini courts as well as 
practicing their forehands across a bigger area, focusing on their swing, the angle of their racket at the point of contact 
and the length of their shot. They’ve incorporated this into some fun hit and catching games where one team has to try 
and catch the balls hit over the net by the other team – a bonus of this being that it works on their cricket fielding skills 
too. 

In athletics this week KS1 have improved our running technique over short distance. We highlighted and tried poor 
technique, we ran with our heads down, our arms glued to her side, short steps and straight legs. From here we decided 
that this technique slowed us down and it wasn’t our optimum running technique. We used bent knees, pumped our arms 
and looked up at our end target. With our new technique we raced as teams and then finally raced individually 
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LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS 

We are back! So excited to be here with all the children who 
returned so happily after their Easter holiday. It is a 
bittersweet term though, as it is our final one with many of our 
nursery children, before they move to ‘big school.’   

We certainly plan to make the most every day, with so many 
exciting events planned. Hold on tight! 

This first week back has been full of talk and learning about 
plants and seeds as it is our Planting Week at Little Chepstow.  

The Dormice have been busy planting cress seeds and are 
excited to see them suddenly starting to grow. They enjoyed a 
sensory play session with soil, mini beasts, and flowers. Lovely 
blossom trees and rainbows have been painted, with the result 
that the classroom is looking very bright and Spring like.  

The Field Mice have 
also been planting a 
wide variety of flowers and herbs in the garden and are 
enjoying watering every day. It has also been Montessori 
Week   and it has been wonderful to see the children make 
the most of all the materials.  

They had a wonderful time at Forest School where we 
searched for frogs and toads and played a great game of 
Hide and Seek.  

All the children have enjoyed learning about the life cycle of 
a frog and are skilled at identifying the various stages.  

What an action filled week. J	
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YEAR 1 NEWS 
We	have	had	a	 fantas,c	week	here	 in	Year	1	 this	week.	 In	Literacy	we	have	been	doing	 the	story	Handa’s	
Surprise.	It	has	been	so	much	fun	reading	the	story	and	bringing	it	to	life	by	ac,ng	out	different	parts	of	the	
story.	We	made	a	text	map	and	learned	more	about	the	power	of	adjec,ves	and	how	they	can	enhance	our	
wri,ng.	 In	Maths	we	were	working	with	 dienes	when	 looking	 at	 place	 value	 and	 used	 them	 to	 carry	 out	
addi,on.	Along	with	this	we	have	had	so	much	fun	learning	about	the	Victorians	in	topic	and	Materials	and	
Inven,ons	in	Science.		

On	Wednesday,	we	were	amazed	when	Angelique	from	the	Penguin	class’	Dad	came	in	to	talk	to	the	school	
about	his	art	 -	what	beau,ful	buQerflies!	 It	has	been	a	great	week	and	we	can	not	wait	 to	see	what	next	
week	has	in	store.		
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YEAR 2 NEWS 
What	a	wonderful	start	we’ve	had	to	summer	term	in	Year	2	and	we	can’t	quite	believe	it’s	come	around	so	
quickly.	There	is	so	much	to	look	forward	to	in	the	coming	weeks	and	we’ve	already	been	so	busy.	Rehearsals	
for	our	Year	2	produc,on	are	in	full	swing	and	we’re	so	excited	to	show	you	what	we’ve	been	working	on.	We	
have	started	an	author	study	about	Roald	Dahl	this	week	and	have	produced	some	excellent	facWiles	with	so	
many	 interes,ng	 facts-	 did	 you	 now	Roald	Dahl	 used	 to	 be	 	 a	 fighter	 jet	 pilot?!	We’ve	 started	 recapping	
number	and	place	value	in	Maths	and	con,nued	our	Mexico	topic	in	Geography-	test	us	on	the	capital	city!	
Next	,me	you	come	into	our	classrooms,	take	a	look	at	the	plants	we	are	growing	as	part	of	our	Hydroponics	
topic	in	Science-	fingers	crossed	we’ll	see	some	progress	soon!		
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YEAR 3 NEWS 

Year	3	is	back	in	full	swing	this	week!	We	have	been	exploring	the	features	of	newspapers	in	English	and	had	a	go	at	
crea,ng	our	own	 snappy	headlines.	We	have	been	 imagining	a	newspaper	 report	wriQen	about	our	 favourite	book	
characters	 and	 coming	 up	with	 the	 5Ws	 to	 cover	 the	main	 points.	 In	maths	we	 have	 been	 exploring	 addi,on	 and	
subtrac,on,	 looking	 into	 how	 the	 inverse	 opera,on	 can	 help	 us	 solve	 missing	 number	 calcula,ons.	 Some	 of	 the	
number	pyramids	in	Miss	Lindsay’s	lessons	even	made	her	head	hurt	but	the	children	were	champions	completed	the	
ac,vity	with	resilience.	In	geography	we	have	been	inves,ga,ng	mountain	ranges	around	the	world.	Did	you	know	that	
most	 of	 the	 world’s	 tallest	mountains	 can	 be	 found	within	 the	 Himalayas?	 Our	 new	 history	 topic	 looks	 at	 famous	
explorers	new	and	old.	Over	 the	next	 couple	of	weeks	we	will	 be	 looking	more	 closely	 at	 Ernest	 Shakleton	and	his	
expedi,on	to	Antarc,ca.		
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YEAR 4 NEWS 

This	week,	we	loved	learning	about	playscripts.	We	used	our	class	book	‘Wonder’	as	a	basis	to	write	our	versions	of	
playscripts.	We	started	by	extrac,ng	direct	speech	from	a	chapter	of	the	book	and	worked	independently	to	type	up	
our	playscripts	on	our	laptops.	We	ensured	that	we	used	the	correct	features	we	were	taught	last	week	including	stage	
direc,ons	 in	 brackets,	 character	 names	with	 colons,	 a	 narrator,	 character	 list	 and	 short	 se_ng	 direc,on.	We	 then	
rehearsed	our	plays	and	performed	them	to	the	class.	It	was	so	much	fun.		

In	PSHE,	we	discussed	the	concept	of	iden,ty	and	found	out	that	our	values	make	us	who	we	are.	We	interviewed	each	
other	to	find	out	more	about	each	other	and	ourselves.	Some	of	our	values	were	family,	friendship,	health,	educa,on	
and	the	environment.		

We	also	created	a	piece	of	art	with	ar,st	Fabio	Imperiale	ready	for	the	auc,on	on	Casino	Night.	We	learnt	about	the	
history	of	mail	and	painted	old	postcards	using	coffee.		
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YEAR 5 NEWS 

Year	5	have	had	a	busy	first	week	and	a	half!	We’ve	enjoyed	spending	,me	in	the	garden:	weeding	and	plan,ng	the	
beds	as	part	of	our	Chepstow	gardening	compe,,on.	On	Friday,	we	found	so	much	mint	 in	the	flower	beds	that	we	
decided	to	head	to	the	cookery	room	and	make	ourselves	Golden	Time	mojito	mocktails.	They	were	delicious!		

In	 English,	 we’ve	 begun	 a	 new	 topic	 based	 on	 a	 wordless	 video	 clip	 called	 The	 Piano.	 The	 children	 have	 been	
impressing	 us	 with	 their	 inference	 skills	 and	 their	 eagle	 eyes	 have	 picked	 up	 lots	 of	 ,ny	 details	 to	 support	 their	
arguments.		

In	History,	our	new	topic	is	all	about	our	local	area.	We	began	by	examining	primary	and	secondary	sources	in	the	form	
of	maps,	 books	 and	 photographs	 and	were	 fascinated	 to	 learn	 that	 the	 name	No_ng	 Hill	may	 have	 come	 from	 a	
popular	Saxon	name	‘CnoQa’	and	the	word	for	a	group	of	people	‘ing’.	We’re	excited	to	learn	more	about	the	area	we	
thought	we	knew	so	well!		
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YEAR 6 NEWS 
Year	6	has	started	learning	William	Shakespeare’s	A	Midsummer	Night’s	Dream.	Imperials	have	picked	a	
character	from	the	play,	and	designed	their	own	costumes,	pretending	they	are	the	director.	
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