
 

Message from Mrs Barr 
Dear Parents  

Thank you to all who joined our  social event  on Wednesday to  launch the school charities for this 
year. The FCH did an amazing job, as usual, of organising a sparkling evening. David from Stand by Me 
talked about a new school in Kenya that we will start to support alongside our Ethiopian partnership. We 
were also joined by Holly, from the Latimer Community Art Therapy, who explained the fantastic work 
they do in the local area to support children’s mental health and well-being through play therapy centres. 
We look forward to creating and maintaining firm relationships with these extremely worthy causes, whilst 
also continuing to work with the Gold Standard Trust to provide bursary opportunities within our own 
school. 

A huge thank you to Jessica Bride who then explained how this year FCH wanted to launch Chepstow’s 
‘Year of Living Magically’. The aim is to provide school based activities and opportunities that focus on 
celebrating the joy of the children, promoting positive thinking, positive self-image, motivation, 
recognising hurdles and cheering resilience. This is incredibly poignant as we learn to adapt and change 
following the challenges of lockdown and the global pandemic. 
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I really do believe it will be a positive year and one that we continue to celebrate our charitable outlook. 
Thank you to all who will be involved. 

On another note, can I thank parents for being more considerate of others using the street when 
dropping children off in the morning but urge parents to maintain this awareness at pick up times. Please 
can I urge you to keep our playground gates, and others along the road, car free.  

Best wishes  

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Class Name Reason

Robin Elizabeth For your valiant effort during all 

our nativity practises.

Sparrow Isabella For your fantastic literacy writing

Wren Lavinia For her enthusiastic performance 

when rehearsing the Nativity.
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Pelican Ginny For always trying her best in 
every lesson.

Puffin David Well done David for a great effort 
on your Remembrance poem.

Penguin Adrian For working so hard during our 
work on time telling in maths.

Swallow Aaron For writing a fantastic formal 
letter to Father Christmas!

Kingfisher Charley For your fantastic progress in 

spelling and handwriting. You 

always take on feedback to make 

your work even better, keep it up!

Swift Maud For writing such a comprehensive 

set of instructions filled with 

imperative verbs, time 

conjunctions and adverbs.

Class Name Reason
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Woodpecke
r

Niobe For always having a happy 
attitude and contagious laugh in 
the classroom.

Woodlark Sara For excellent descriptive writing 
in the opening to her ‘Aboriginal 
Dreaming’ story.

Skylark Luca For impressing me and his class 
mates with his excellent 
knowledge of time. He was able 
to confidently read both 
analogue and digital clocks!

Tawny Owl Elias For writing an excellent haiku 
about school.

Snowy Owl Aran For being kind and helpful to all.

Grey Hawk Hector For your fantastic performance in 
assembly.

Class Name Reason
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SPECIALIST AWARDS 

Harrier 
Hawk

Julian For working hard to meet his 
targets and be consistent in his 
work.

Golden 
Eagle

Mila For her constant hard work in all 
subjects.

Imperial 
Eagle

Sofia For consistent hard work to a 
high standard in all her 11+ prep 
work.

Class Name Reason

Class Name Reason

French Harper For	her	enthusiasm	in	lessons	and	good	efforts	to	
remember	French	words

Music Ruby For	singing	with	confidence	and	good	projec;on

Art Can	 For	crea;ng	such	a	fantas;c	cityscape	for	your	
superhero	poster	–	amazing	work!

PE Lev For	his	excellent	rolls	and	rota;ons	in	gymnas;cs.

Science Freddie For	his	infec;ous	enthusiasm	and	con;nued	hard	work	
in	the	Rocks	and	Soils	topic.
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BEHAVIOUR AWARDS 

													RespecGul	Badge 																			Name	of	Child

Recep;on

Robin Mark	

Sparrow Romi	

Wren Leo	

Year	1

Pelican Harry	

Penguin Maximilian	

Puffin Adam	

Year	2

Kingfisher Yamila	

Swallow Lanna	

SwiS Ermis	

Woodpecker Sasha	

Year	3

Skylark Powers	

Woodlark Gabriel	

Year	4

Snowy	Owl Addie	

Tawny	Owl Nicholas

Year	5

Grey	Hawk Ayesha	

Harrier	Hawk Ben	

Year	6

Golden	Eagle Freddie

Imperial	Eagle Christopher	
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NEWS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 

 

 

Year 3 have been turning themselves into superheroes in 
their art lessons and have had a great time thinking of 
their powers, outfits and superhero names! They then 
used watercolours to paint a colourful sky as a 
background and cut buildings out of black card to 
construct a cityscape which is silhouetted against the sky. 
They then cut out and stuck their super superheroes onto 
the background and the results are, well…super!  

Superheroes! 
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NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT 

What another packed week of sport! Well done key stage 1 and 2 for their 
continued hard work this week in all of their sports lessons, progressing  in 
football, netball and gymnastics.  

In netball key stage one have been starting to understand the concept of a 
‘pivot’ and how this co-ordination skill can be used within a game of netball. 
The pupils have a solid understand in of what this word means and have been 
enjoying shouting all about it. Quite literally. PIVOT! (any Friends fans will 
understand) Well done key stage one!  

In key stage two, pupils have been focussing on movement off of the ball, but 
more specifically signalling, dodging, and creating space for passages of play 
(not always being the first pass). This aspect of the game can be quite 
challenging for the pupils to understand at this stage of learning, however the 

pupils have taken it in their stride and are keen in progressing their learning of game play.  

In football, key stage one have been solidifying their understanding of 
positioning within a game and how this can create passages of play. Pupils 
have been asked to question and ask what their role is within the game and 
why it is import to hold this position and do that job for the team. We are 
pleased to see more thought behind the pupils game play, rather than a kick 
and hope which we see so often with little ones. Fantastic football key stage 
one.  

The older footballers have been focusing particularly on taking a first touch w 
hen receiving the ball, before then deciding to pass or dribble. This will help 
them be more composed on the ball, not rush to kick the ball away, and 
therefore help to maintain possession of the ball within their team. 

In gymnastics, key stage one have 
continued their work on rolls within lessons. Even though at first thought a 
roll seems simple, the pupils have been pushed to perfect these rolls 
progressing to standing, straddle and pike forward rolls. Having a solid 
understanding of these rolls is crucial in not only their development within 
the technical elements of gymnastics, but also their safety in the sport for 
future years.  

In key stage two, pupils have been focussing again on rolls, but building on 
their foundation of learning from key stage one and their previous 
knowledge.  In gymnastics, pupils are very varied in their abilities, and as 
such we differentiate within each lesson, working on completely different 
rolls for each individual pupil. We aim for each pupil to progress and be 
stretched within these lessons regardless of if they are still working on 
forward rolls or standing walkovers. Well done everyone in your 

progression, we have been extremely pleased with the resilience you have shown within these lessons.  

Having had a quiet week of no fixtures this week, we’re back to having a full week of fixtures next week, with 
football and netball for Y3, 4 and 5! Lots to look forward to! 

P.S. The photos attached are of the OPRO mouthguard fittings we had come in this week to fit the personalised 
mouthguards for hockey and rugby next term. It’s fair to say we had a mixture of reactions! 
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NEWS FROM FRENCH DEPARTMENT 

 

Reception played a 
game called “Petits 
poissons” to memorise 
counting up to 10 Yr 1 looked at some 

countries that “Le Loup” 
visited in the story and 
matched the flags. 

Yr 2 can say 
what animals 
eat. 

Yr 3 did some calculations and learnt bigger numbers. 

Yr 4 are 
talking about 
family and 
made a mini-
book. 

Yr 6 are learning about verbs, 
matching endings to the pronoun. 
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NEWS FROM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

Chemistry Fun 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

The Year 6s have been loving their 
Acids and Alkalis topic this week, 
where they have got to test a number 
of different household and laboratory 
substances to see which are acidic 
and which are alkaline. 

 

They used Litmus Paper in one lesson, 
and Universal Indicator in the other. 
We learnt that Universal Indicator is 
a lot better for testing as it can 
reveal the strength of the acid or 
alkali when used with the pH scale. 

Year 5s have been growing their own 
copper sulphate crystals to show 
evaporation. They are expecting to 
see smaller dryer crystals where 
they’ve been left in warm places, and 
larger wetter crystals where they’ve 
been left in cool places. 

Pepper the tortoise 
had a new friend for 
the day in the form of 
Obi! Bentina from the 
Harrier Hawks 
received Obi as a 
birthday present and 
was very excited to 
bring him in and show 
her classmates in 
CARE. 
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NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Christmas	Countdown!	

We	are	quickly	approaching	our	Christmas	shows	and	so	it	is	essen;al	that	children	are	rehearsing	
regularly	 to	make	 sure	 they	 know	 their	 songs	 off-by-heart.	 You	 can	 find	 the	 resources	 on	 the	
relevant	music	sharepoint	pages	here:	

Christmas	2021	-	Years	1	and	2	(sharepoint.com)	

Christmas	2021	-	Years	3	and	4	(sharepoint.com)	

Christmas	2021	-	Years	5	and	6	(sharepoint.com)	

Here	is	a	picture	of	one	of	our	rehearsals	in	ac;on:	

Thank	you	to	Holly	 (Year	3)	who	performed	‘God	save	the	Queen’	on	her	flute	 in	Tuesday’s	
assembly.	

https://livealphaplusgroupco.sharepoint.com/sites/CHS/Music/SitePages/Christmas-2021---Years-1-and-2.aspx
https://livealphaplusgroupco.sharepoint.com/sites/CHS/Music/SitePages/Christmas-2021---Years-3-and-4.aspx
https://livealphaplusgroupco.sharepoint.com/sites/CHS/Music/SitePages/Christmas-2021---Years-5-and-6.aspx
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LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS 

Our autumn theme has continued this week at Little Chepstow with lots of lovely autumn based 
crafts being done.  

The Field Mice have been learning about hibernation and particularly hedeghogs. The children all 
made a spiky hedgehog out of clay and talked about where these creatures lived and what they 
ate.  

Our two toy hedgehogs have been helped along the hibernation journey by being snuggled under a 
large pile of cosy leaves.  

The Dormice have focusing on the book ‘Owl Babies’. They made very sweet fluffy owls, salt 
dough owl decorations and are really enjoying the repetition of the book and talking about Sarah, 
Percy and Bill. We have little owl puppets and these are hugged and chatted to on a daily basis.  
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RECEPTION NEWS 

This week we have been reading the Very Hungry Caterpillar. He was so greedy; he ate so 
much food but was still hungry! The children decided to write a shopping list so that the 
teachers could go to Sainsburys and get even more food for him to eat! 

In Art, the children made beautiful butterflies and cocoons. We then used the children’s 
creations to learn about the life cycle of a butterfly during our topic lesson 

In maths we have been continuing to practise addition. The children have been reading and 
writing some super addition sentences. They have even been  counting on from the 
biggest number to find the answer. Great work Reception! 
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YEAR 1 NEWS 
In	Year	1	 this	week	we	have	been	up	to	 loads	
of	 fun	 ac;vi;es.	 In	 Literacy	 we	 have	 been	
learning	 instruc;onal	wri;ng	and	bossy	verbs.	
In	 maths	 we	 have	 been	 learning	 all	 about	
money	and	are	now	really	good	at	naming	our	
coins	 and	 adding	 money	 to	 make	 a	 greater	
amount.	 Along	 with	 this,	 in	 science	 we	 have	
explored	 the	 meaning	 of	 Vertebrates	 and	
Invertebrates.	We	 are	 really	 excited	 to	 revisit	
this	knowledge	at	the	Natural	History	Museum	
next	 week.	 History	 sailed	 us	 back	 in	 ;me	 to	
visit	 the	 iconic	 Titanic.	 It	 has	 been	 so	
interes;ng	to	learn	all	about	how	it	looked	and	
began	its	travels	across	the	Atlan;c.		
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YEAR 2 NEWS 

We have had such a busy week in Year 2. In Literacy we have focused on instructions and have 
enjoyed putting our bossy heads on to use imperative verbs. We have been working on shape in 
Maths and have had fun searching the school for different 2D and 3D shapes, while also learning 
their properties. The Kingfisher class loved sharing their Remembrance assembly with us and we are 
very impressed with how all of the children performed, particularly with their beautiful singing 
voices! Hopefully you were able to see the beautiful poppy wreaths we made for our classroom door 
to remind us of the importance of this week. We are so proud of how mature the Year 2 children 
were when selling poppies throughout this week and we thank you for all your kind donations.  
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YEAR 3 NEWS 

This week the children have been writing their own Aboriginal dreamtime stories. They have created 
some wonderfully imaginative storylines such as how the kangaroo got its bounce and how the dingo 

got its teeth. We have loved reading them! In geography, we 
have been learning about seasonal fruits and vegetables. We 
became master chefs and got creating our own seasonal 
menus. Some of the delicious highlights were a summer 
vegetable pizza and a winter apple and plum crumble. In 
maths, the children have been looking at different units of 
measurement. Miss de Souza’s maths class were measuring 
objects from pencils to thumbs and Miss Lindsay’s maths 
group created their own magical potions. They made sure 
they were accurately measuring otherwise a magical disaster 
could have happened! 
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YEAR 4 NEWS 

We’ve had a great week in year 4 learning about A Christmas Carol in English and enriching our 
vocabulary to describe characters. We had fantastic discussions about Scrooge and how he 
might grow throughout the story. In our English lesson, we started learning about the Point 
Evidence Explanation model to answer inference questions. It was challenging!  

In addition to that, we started learning about decimal numbers and their place value. We linked 
our learning back to fractions to fully understand the concept.  

In History, we took up the role of town planner and designed our very own Roman towns. We 
had to think carefully about where to place each Roman building taking into consideration its’ 
purpose and use.  
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YEAR 5 NEWS 

In English, we focused on making sure we didn't tell 
the reader what was happening in the story. 
Instead, we used language to show what was 
happening. It is an important skill to master as it 
makes stories more interesting for the reader. 

In maths, we have studied algebra. This was our 
first time being exposed to this strand of maths. 
We were SUPERB. We spent a lot of time ensuring 
we understood how to set out algebraic equations. 
We learnt many new terms, you can see these below. 
We also discovered that x is algebra is a different 
shape and that we do not use capital letters in 
algebra. 

Very excitedly Bentina’s tortoise Obi came to visit school yesterday and stayed for CARE club. He 
also had a playdate with Pepper. 
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YEAR 6 NEWS 

Year 6 have had another busy week filled with 11+ prep. We managed to revise our 
maths Friday in Imperials by completing a murder mystery game. Here is the winning 

team! Congratulations. 
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CHARITY NEWS

is back!What?
Every Family at Little Chepstow Nursery and Chepstow House School is asked to donate
a noteworthy bottle of wine to an incredible raffle drawing. The ULTIMATE wine raffle. The
wines will be grouped into four starter raffle prizes to be awarded through the week with
the GRAND PRIZE OF 100+ bottles to be drawn on the 10th of December. 

How?
First, select a really special bottle of wine.  Then, write your family name on one of the
stickers attached to this piece of paper.  On the other sticker write your reason for
selecting the wine.  (Past examples, "This is the wine we had on our first date" or "We met
the winemaker here when we were on our honeymoon" or "My grandfather once worked
in this vineyard" or "The nice chap at Lea & Sandeman says this is a good one!") Stick that
on the back of that  bottle of wine and drop the bottle  off at school between the 23 and
26 of November.  

Lastly, when the raffle tickets come home with your child next week - purchase the raffle
tickets!

When?
23 - 26 November:                      Drop your wine at the main gate entrance to school
29 November - 3 December:     Purchase raffle tickets
6 -9   December:                         Teaser wine prize drawings 
10 December:                            ULTIMATE WINE RAFFLE DRAWING!

Why?
Because it is awesome.  The holidays are coming.  We survived Covid.  And, because this
supports Friends of Chepstow philanthropic endeavors such as Stand By Me, Latimer
Community Art Therapy, The Chepstow Bursary and CHS mental health focus through
the years.   

The Friends of Chepstow House

If you do not have a clue about wine but want to participate please visit Lea &
Sandeman on Kensington Church Street where the super-helpful staff will give you a
15% discount as well as provide you with suggestions which wine to select and
provide notes to write on the wine. They will also deliver to the school so no need to
tote your wine around Notting Hill!

For more information go to: www.friendsofchepstowhouse.com/wine
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