
 

Message from Mrs Barr 
Dear	Parents		

It	was	lovely	to	see	such	a	fantas4c	turn	out	to	our	first	FCH	and	CHS	social	event	of	the	year,	the	annual	quiz	
night.	As	usual	it	was	a	well	fought	compe44on,	not	only	to	gain	the	roseDe	for	the	winning	team,	table	1,	
but	also	the	prize	for	the	most	entertaining	table.	The	cheeseboard,	cocktail	shaking	and	fancy	dress	of	table	
2	certainly	made	them	the	clear	winner	of	 the	 laDer	category.	 I	 think	there	will	be	severe	compe44on	for	
that	4tle	next	year.	

My	 sincere	 thanks	 to	 all	 the	 parents	 and	 staff	who	made	 it	 such	 an	 enjoyable	 and	well	 organised	 event.	
Here’s	to	next	year!	

Thank	you	also	to	the	parents	who	have	been	in	this	week	to	celebrate	Diwali	with	the	year	2.	The	gym	was	
beau4fully	decorated	for	the	occasion	and	the	children	learnt	about	the	customs	and	tradi4ons	that	go	into	
celebra4ng	this	fes4val.	I	look	forward	to	their	return	next	week	to	celebrate	with	the	Recep4on	classes.	

As	always,	please	do	keep	up	to	date	with	all	that	goes	on	in	Chepstow	House	via	our	website,	SharePoint	
and	Instagram	sites:		

chepstowhouseschool 
chepstowhouseschoolsport 
chepstowhouseschoolart 

Best wishes  
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https://livealphaplusgroupco.sharepoint.com/sites/CHS
https://www.instagram.com/chepstowhouseschool/
https://www.instagram.com/chepstowhouseschoolsport/
https://www.instagram.com/chepstowhouseschoolart/
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BEHAVIOUR AWARDS 

Helpful Badge Name

Reception

Robin Aaron 

Sparrow Levi 

Wren Leo 

Year 1

Pelican Elliot

Penguin Perdita 

Puffin Cosima 

Year 2

Kingfisher Austin 

Swallow Aaron 

Swift Maya 

Woodpecker Francesca 

Year 3

Skylark Noah 

Woodlark Jonah 

Year 4

Snowy Owl Martin 

Tawny Owl Leonardo 

Year 5

Grey Hawk Nicole 

Harrier Hawk Lea 

Year 6

Golden Eagle Max

Imperial Eagle Gabi 
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NEWS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 

 First, everyone chose what they 
wanted to turn themselves into, 
researching and drawing out their 
ideas then, before half term we 
began the very exciting process of 
casting their faces! This is done by 
dipping strips of ModRoc (rolls of 
plaster of Paris bandage) in water 
and applying them to the face, 
making sure the eyes and mouth are 
protected with clingfilm and the nose 
is left free so we can breathe!   

 This is a team effort as the strips of 
ModRoc need cutting and all hands 
are needed to help with the process.  

This term the KS2 art club are making 3D animal self-portraits! 

Once their face casts have set, they 
will transform their faces using paint, 
plaster and a mixture of other 
materials to turn themselves into 
their chosen animal!     
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NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT 

Welcome back everyone! We hope you all had a 
lovely half term break. We’re back at it this week 
and we’ve got a new sport starting this half 
term….gymnastics!  

We’ve already seen some excellent body control 
in gymnastics so far this week, particularly in the 
lower years, as we’ve worked on different types 
of travelling and transition movements (crab 
walks, bear walks and caterpillars to name a 
few…), which can be used to link up other 
movements in a routine that they’ll start to put 
together towards the end of term.  

In their football lessons they’ve started to play full matches with the whole class involved, 
utilising different zones on the pitch to help them understand each position and what the role of 
that position is. We’ve already had some very entertaining matches - long may that continue!  

As is the way with having a two week break, a recap of the different passing techniques was 
needed this week in netball, as it’s such an important part of the game. Then in the coming 
weeks they’ll start to incorporate more pass and move elements that will develop into small 
sided matches.   

Our Y1 swimmers have also been doing a bit of a recap of their front crawl and backstroke 
technique, as well as continuing to work on the tricky breaststroke ‘frog’ kick. 

A special mention should go to our Y3 football team who 
had two tournaments back to back this week. They came 
joint 3rd in their first tournament and ended up winning 
gold in the cup competition of the second tournament, so 
a big week for them and a great achievement on both 
days.  

Keep a look out for our upcoming fixtures next week, 
including a Y4/5 football tournament on Tuesday, a Y6 
netball tournament on Friday and our first swim gala on 
Wednesday! Plenty to look forward to. Have a great 
weekend everyone!  
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NEWS FROM FRENCH DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children often work together in French lessons, helping each other when they have finished a task and 
checking each other’s work. They are encouraged to provide helpful feedback to each other, especially about 
pronunciation and spelling, without making fun of their mistakes. 

This week Year 5 did some great collaborative work. 
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NEWS FROM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

Getting back into action! 

It looks like Chepstow students are going to have a very exciting half term in 
Science with lots of engaging and interactive practical experiments coming up 
over the next few weeks! 

 

To start their Properties of 
Materials topic, the Year 6s 
have been getting to grips 
with different pieces of 
equipment used to measure 
temperature. 

 
The Year 4s have started their 
Sound topic by investigating how 
all instruments have one thing in 
common that allows them to 
produce sound… they vibrate. 
For once, Mr Buckley didn’t mind 
the amount of noise they 
created! 

 

Meanwhile, the Year 5s have been exploring 
their Physical Changes topic by studying the 
difference between a reversible and 
irreversible change. It certainly got their 
appetites going as we melted chocolate and 
even cooked an egg over a Bunsen burner!  

 

Over in STEM club, we were 
putting our engineering skills to 
the test by making the tallest, 
strongest towers we could out of 
just spaghetti and marshmallows!  
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NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Christmas is coming… 

I know it feels ridiculously early to be talking about Christmas, but we have begun our 
preparations in Music. The children have started learning a song or two for their Christmas sing-
a-long that will happen at the end of term. We are so excited for having a live audience again! 

 

Key Stage 2 classes are all preparing ‘jingle bells’ on instruments, as well as some other songs 
that will be performed on ukulele by Year 6. 

                    

You will find various resources being uploaded to the Music Sharepoint pages for students to 
rehearse at home. Please check them out here: Music (sharepoint.com) 

 

 

Lastly, our singing assemblies have begun again and next week we are looking forward to a 
special performance by some of our drummers in the school. 

Thank you to Ayesha and Bea (Year 5) who performed pieces on the piano in Tuesday’s assembly. 

 



 5 NOVEMBER 2021

LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS 

It is great to be back at nursery and all the children have returned to us with enthusiasm and excitement.  

Happily the sun also came back to join us too, so we have made the most of it by spending plenty of time  
outside and in the wild area. 

Both groups are learning about autumn and so have been collecting leaves and making hedgehogs out of 
playdough and other materials. In addition, we have learnt about Diwali, German Thanksgiving and Bonfire 
Night. Thank you to the parents who came and taught us about their festivals, it was lovely to have you in 
school.  

With firework safety in mind and learnt about, we are all looking forward to a weekend of sparklers and 
bonfires.  

Don’t forget to check out our Instagram page for all the photos from this week 
@littlechepstownurseryschool 
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RECEPTION NEWS 

This week we have been reading ‘Squirrels Busy Day’. It really got the children excited 
about Autumn and sparked interesting discussion about the changing seasons. After reading 
the story we went on an autumnal walk in the wild area armed with a tick list and iPad to 
record the things we found. After our walk we drew some wonderful pictures of the things 
we had seen and wrote some super sentences. 

In maths we have been finding ‘one less’ than a given number to 10. We have been using 
conkers, number lines and paly dough to find the answer. We learnt that one less means to 
take away 1 and that our number gets smaller. 
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YEAR 1 NEWS 
What a fantastic first week back after half-term. Here in year 1 we have so much fun learning 
about fractions like a half and a quarter in maths. While in literacy, we have even been 
learning all about poetry and have been writing onomatopoeic poems about Guy Fawkes night 
using exciting words like crackle, sizzle and pop. We also had a great first trip to the library 

where we got to explore all of the 
exciting books available to us. It really 
has been a great week and we look 
forward to much more exciting learning 
next week.  
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YEAR 2 NEWS 
We have had a wonderful week in Year 2 and have settled in really well after an exciting half term. We 
started off this week with a fantastic performance from some of our friends about Diwali and we then 
read a story and sampled some delicious treats. It is so exciting to hear about celebrations in other 
religions and we are so proud of how brave our actors were performing in front of the whole year group. 
Thank you also to the parents involved for the huge amount of effort involved. We have been working on 
Superheroes in Literacy, and have been thinking of some amazing similes! We’ve worked so hard in 
Maths and have learned a formal method of multiplication. In History, we have been preparing for our 
trip to the Tower of London. The Kingfishers can’t wait to show you their assembly next week and we all 
look forward to seeing you buying poppies at the gate! 
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YEAR 3 NEWS 

We have had a lovely first week back after half term! We have dived right into looking at 
Aboriginal Australian stories, culture and animals. We researched our favourite Australian 
animals and wrote non-chronological reports about them. We found some amazing fun facts out! 
Did you know that the largest fence in the world was built to keep dingoes out in Australia? In 

maths, we have been learning about fractions so keep an 
eye out for fractions of pizzas or cakes this weekend! We 
have started a new geography topic all about where our 
food comes from so have a think about how your food got 
to your plate too! We looked at the countries of origin of 
some of our favourite fruits. When you’re doing your online 
shopping, some supermarkets tell you where they get their 
fruits and vegetables 
from!  

Well done to all of the 
children for taking part in 
the fixtures this week and 
especially to those that 
w o n m e d a l s a t t h e 
football tournament! 
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YEAR 4 NEWS 
This week we wrote wonderful book reviews about our favourite books. Visit our Sharepoint pages to 
read them and maybe even be inspired to read one of the reviewed books. 

In history, we found out about Boudicca. We then created a storyboard retelling her story. 

In Geography, we started our new topic about plants of the world and learnt about intriguing plants such 
as Venus Flytraps, Darth Vader flowers and Kangaroo Paw plants. We researched where these plants 
came from, found their locations on a map and learnt many facts about them.  

In maths, we started working on division. Some of us were introduced to the long division method for the 
first time which tested our resilience skills. At the end of the week, many of us were able to use it!  
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YEAR 5 NEWS 

It	was	fascina4ng	to	have	a	chat	with	Felicity	Buchan,	our	local	MP	in	Kensington	and	Chelsea.	She	told	us	all	
about	her	 job	and	answered	lots	of	our	ques4ons	on	how	elec4ons	work,	her	priori4es	as	a	poli4cian,	the	
COVID-19	pandemic	and	tackling	climate	change.	This	talk	linked	to	our	PSHE	studies	on	government	as	well	

as	it	being	UK	Parliament	week.		

It	 was	 a	 treat	 to	 watch	 the	 film	 ‘Oliver!’	 on	 Monday.	
However,	we	couldn't	 just	sit	back	and	relax…	we	learnt	
the	word	'concise'	and	worked	on	our	summarising	skills.	
A]er	 picking	 out	 key	 points,	 we	 drew	 and	 annotated	
story	maps	showing	the	main	events.	Later	in	the	week,	
we	 worked	 on	 our	 'show,	 don't	 tell'	 technique	 and	
considered	what	 it	would	be	 like	 to	be	 in	a	workhouse.	
To	 help	 with	 our	 se_ng	 descrip4ons,	 we	 took	 a	 walk	
around	 a	 real	 Victorian	 workhouse	 using	 the	 VR	
headsets.	 We	 were	 able	 to	 experience	 the	 men’s,	

women’s	and	children's	halls,	bedrooms	and	work	rooms.	It	didn't	look	much	fun.	We	were	all	very	glad	to	be	
living	in	2021!	

In	 History,	 we	 learnt	 about	 Anglo-Saxon	 runes	 and	
their	alphabet	 'futhorc'.	We	coffee	stained	paper	and	
had	a	go	at	wri4ng	our	names.	Did	you	know	that	the	
runes	were	 all	made	 of	 straight	 lines	 as	 this	made	 it	
easier	 for	 the	Anglo-Saxons	 to	 carve	 them	 into	wood	
and	stone?	
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YEAR 6 NEWS 
Year 6 joined with Year 5 to meet our local MP for Kensington, Felicity Buchan, earlier this 
week. We are very much looking forward to more Parliamentary connections when we meet 
Mr Ed Davey, leader of the Liberal Democrats, later this year.	
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YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED!
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A few of the male Chepstow staff (pictured 
above) are taking part in Movember this year 
for a personal cause. If anyone would like to 
donate to the charity, you can scan the QR 
code to the right to take you to the page. 

Thank you, from the Chepstow Mo Bros. 


	Chepstow News
	Message from Mrs Barr
	BEHAVIOUR AWARDS
	NEWS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT
	NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT
	NEWS FROM FRENCH DEPARTMENT
	NEWS FROM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
	NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT
	LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS
	RECEPTION NEWS
	YEAR 1 NEWS
	YEAR 2 NEWS
	YEAR 3 NEWS
	YEAR 4 NEWS
	YEAR 5 NEWS
	YEAR 6 NEWS
	YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED!


