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The English Scope and Sequence is a guide to English teaching across the school from Reception to year 6. At 
Chepstow House the following areas should be covered in English/literacy teaching (click on each link below to 
be taken to further information): 

 
• Curriculum Map & English Objectives per year group 

o Curriculum coverage 
o Reception, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, Year 5, Year 6 

 
• Handwriting 

o The Kingston cursive handwriting scheme is used. 
 

• Phonics, spellings and word aware (Coordinator Hannah Lindsay) 
o We place great emphasis on children’s spelling and vocabulary development. Lessons should 

develop children’s phonic ability, spelling rules and use of language. 
o The following resources at school support this: 

 Jolly Phonics 
 Word Aware 
 Year 1 & year 2 spelling lists (baseline assessment in September and reviewed 

during the year) 
 CHS phonics assessments for R-2 in spring term to determine incremental phonic 

stage 
 Chepstow House School Spelling songs on the SharePoint 
 Visual mnemonics 
 Year 3 – year 6: Spelling scheme including years 3 -  6 misconception spelling lists. 
 KS2 & 3 Single Word Spelling Test to determine spelling age - in September and 

May. 
 Spellodrome – web resource 

 
• Speaking & Listening 

o Across the school opportunities are provided for children to develop their speaking and 
listening skills. 

o This includes: 
 Weekend talk 
 Assemblies 
 Productions 
 Presentations 
 Poetry recitals 
 Working with other classes and year groups. 

 
• Reading (Whole class, independent and guided reading) (Coordinator Apolline Gaubert) 

 
• Comprehension (Coordinator Apolline Gaubert) 

o Comprehension should develop: 
 Infer meaning from a text and offer opinions 
 Recognise themes 
 Learn conventions of different types of writing 
 Read for meaning 
 Identify when to use expression 
 Extend vocabulary 
 Use non-fiction contents pages and indexes 
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• Big Write 
o Through Big Write children are given an opportunity to develop their VCOP skills (vocabulary, 

connectives, openers and punctuation) through a structured introduction and then an 
independent period of extended writing. 

 
• Homework 

 
• English terms glossary 

 
 

Aims: 
English is taught throughout the school day. Discrete lessons are taught by the class teacher; however, all 
staff are responsible for modelling excellent English and expecting high standards of English in all lessons. 

 
Our whole school aim is to provide the curriculum set down by the National Curriculum 2014 and Early 
Years Foundation Stage Framework, and also to extend it above the national average. This will ensure 
children are prepared for external school examinations at 11 and 13 years old. We aim to promote high 
standards of language and literacy, including spoken and written word and to develop a love of literature 
through widespread reading. 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding: 
• Encourage children to be effective, competent communicators and good listeners 
• Foster an interest in words and their meanings, and to develop a growing vocabulary in both spoken 

and written form 
• Engage with and understand a range of text types and genres 
• Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for 

reading, written and spoken language. 
• Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of 

contexts, purposes and audiences. Use discussion in order to learn, elaborate and explain clearly their 
understanding and ideas. 

• Encourage children to express opinions, articulate feelings and formulate responses to a range of texts 
both fiction and non-fiction using appropriate technical vocabulary. 

• Competent in speaking and listening: formal presentations, debates, assemblies, productions. 
• Children should become competent in the English language including spelling, reading, 

comprehension, writing, punctuation and grammar. 
• Skills should be revisited throughout the school, not just in the year group stated. 
• All children should be exposed to a variety of texts: fiction, non-fiction, traditional, poetry, playscripts. 
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Poetry Coverage 

Year 1 Poetry using our senses 
Poetry & rhymes 

Year 2 Acrostic poem 
Kennings poem 
Rhyming couplets 
Repeating features 

Year 3 Poems from around the world 
Poetry – creating images 
Shape poems 

Year 4 Themed Calligrams / Haiku Poetry 
Odes (Lyric Poems) – Classic and Modern 
Poet study 

Year 5 Narrative poetry – The Highwayman 
Poetry analysis - The Listeners by Walter de la Mare, Adlestrop by RS Thomas, Autumn 
Fires by RL Stevenson, When you are old by WB Yeats 

Year 6 Poetry analysis – Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll & My mother saw a dancing bear by Charles 
Causley. 

 
 

Author Study 
Year 1 Julia Donaldson – Stories by the same author 
Year 2 Roald Dahl – Stories by the same author 
Year 3 Oliver Jeffers & Anthony Browne 
Year 4 Raquel Palacio or Carol Ann Duffy 
Year 5 Michael Morpurgo 
Year 6 Katherine Rundell 
Changes to the author studied must be a whole school decision to ensure a variety of authors are studied. 

 
Text Type & Non-fiction Coverage (as a minimum) 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Recount       

Non-Chronological 
report 

      

Instructions       

Explanations       

Persuasion       

Discussion / debate       

Labels & captions       

Letter writing       

Newspapers       

Biography / 
Autobiography 
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Reception Termly Plan English 

 
RECEPTION SPEAKING AND LISTENING UNITS RECEPTION READING UNITS RECEPTION WRITING UNITS 

Weekend news 
Weekly weekend news revolves around a discussion 
with teachers and peers, encouraging accurate recall 
and use of time connectives. 

 
Within Reception (Autumn, Spring, Summer) 
• Listen to and talk about sounds 
• Listen to others 
• Speak in full sentences 
• Use talk partners effectively 
• Show awareness of listeners’ needs 
• Use past/present/future tense accurately 
• Develop own narratives and explanations 
• Listen and respond to stories 
• Follow instructions 
• Listen in a larger group 
• Express opinions on stories 
• Use a good range of topic specific vocabulary. 

Autumn – children are exposed to all 42 Jolly Phonics 
sounds, oral blending and segmenting, read CVC 
words through decoding, read some common 
exception words, listen to and recall stories, 
demonstrate understanding of what they have heard 
or read. 

 
Spring – alternative spellings for Jolly Phonics sounds, 
read CVC/CVCC words with fluency, use phonic 
knowledge to decode regular words, read some 
common exception words, read and understand 
simple sentences, demonstrate understanding of 
what they have read, rhyming words. 

 
Summer – reviewing all phonics, exploring split 
digraphs, read many common exception words, read 
and understand simple sentences with fluency, 
demonstrate understanding of what they have read, 
rhyming words. 

News writing 
Weekly weekend news (Ongoing) 

 
Autumn – develop gross and fine motor skills, develop 
pencil control, name writing, large scale cursive 
writing, writing CVC words, writing on a theme, 
spelling common exception words, using and applying 
phonic knowledge to write words. 

 
Spring – ongoing cursive writing, writing on a line, 
writing CVC words, writing on a theme, spelling 
common exception words, using and applying phonic 
knowledge to write words, write a simple phonetically 
plausible sentence. 

 
Summer – explore capital letters and full stops, start 
looking at VCOP, start writing stories, start non-fiction 
writing, start Big Write, spell many common exception 
words correctly, write simple phonetically plausible 
sentences. 

September Baseline assessment – phonics assessment, draw a picture of themselves and write their name 
January assessment – phonics assessment 
End of Spring Term – phonics assessment (Spring version) 
Summer phonics assessment – longer and more in depth 
Writing assessment end of Summer - independent weekend news writing 

 
Please note that all objectives are ongoing to take into account the different rates at which children develop. Communication, language and literacy (CLL) is embedded 
throughout the daily provision as part of the Reception curriculum. CLL is developed through a range of high-quality key texts which provide a stimulus for language, 
reading and writing opportunities. 
Key texts may include: 
Owl Babies, We’re Going On A Bear Hunt, My Many Coloured Days, Funny Bones, Superworm, Mad About Minibeasts, Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs, Whatever 
Next, Beegu, Jack and the Beanstalk, Tiddler, The Rainbow Fish. 
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Reception Termly Plan English 

 
RECEPTION KEY SKILLS 

Reading skills Taught Revisited 
Teach 42 letter sounds and main alternative vowel sounds using Jolly Phonics   

Use phonics to decode and read regular words   

Blend letter sounds together to read new words   

Read first 72 tricky words using phonics to identify tricky part   

Read words containing taught grapheme phoneme correspondences (GPCs)   

Read words containing common endings (-s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er and -est)   

 

Spelling skills Taught Revisited 
Spell words using first 42 letter sounds and main alternative vowel sounds   

Spell first 72 tricky words, including spelling patterns for tricky word families   
 

Grammar skills Taught Revisited 
To know the alphabet independently by the end of the year, doing this through 
matching letter name to letter sound. 

  

 

Writing skills Taught Revisited 
Form lower-case cursive letters correctly using Kingston cursive handwriting 
script. 

  

Form capital letters   

To write simple sentences, leaving gaps between words.   

Punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop.   

Sequence sentences to form a short narrative   

Re-read what they have written to check that writing makes sense   

Discuss their writing and orally compose sentences   

Join sentences or clauses using ‘and’ 
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Year 1 Termly Plan English 

 
Y1 AUTUMN TERM UNITS Y1 SPRING TERM UNITS Y1 SUMMER TERM UNITS 

All year 1 units can be taught in any order except the first unit. 
English skills - Ready for year 1 (this unit must be 
taught at the start of the year) 
This first unit revises key skills all year 1 children are 
expected to know. Use ‘September Year 1 Checklist’ 
to determine children’s current progress and target 
areas. The lessons should revise and teach key skills. 
Baseline assessment 

 
News writing 
Weekly weekend news (Ongoing) 

 
Stories with familiar settings (Narrative & Non- 
Fiction) 
Optional texts (alternative texts may be used) - ‘We 
are going on a bear hunt’ by Michael Rosen, Night 
Animals by Claire Llewellyn, Owls by Emily Bone, The 
Owl in the night-time 

 
Poetry using our senses 

News writing 
Weekly weekend news (Ongoing) 

 
Traditional & Fairy Tales (Narrative & Non-Fiction) 
Optional texts (alternative texts may be used) -The 
Gingerbread man, The Three Little Pigs, Cinderella, 
Snow White, Billy Goats Gruff 

 
Rhymes & poetry: Optional texts (alternative texts 
may be used) - Down behind the Dustbin by Michael 
Rosen, Batman’s Exercise Video by Ian McMillan, 
Animal Upsets by Ruth Merttens and Anne Holm 
Petersen 

News writing 
Weekly weekend news (Ongoing) 

 
Stories from a range of cultures (Narrative & Non- 
Fiction Optional texts (alternative texts may be used) - 
Handa’s Surprise 

 
Author Study Julia Donaldson – Stories by the same 
author 

Writing assessment 
Narrative focus – Stories from a range of cultures 

Writing assessment 
Traditional & Fairy Tales 

Writing assessment 
Stories from a range of cultures 

 
Narrative & Non-fiction – During the school year the following should be 
covered: 

 
Storytelling 
Character and setting description 
Letter writing 
Recounts of the story & non-fiction 
Changing story, writing, editing story 

Poetry using our senses 
Poetry & rhymes 
Playscripts 
Labels & captions 
Information texts / non-chronological report 
Instructions 
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Year 1 Termly Plan English 

 
YEAR 1 KEY SKILLS 

Reading skills Taught Revisited 
Recognise alphabetical order and name all letters of the alphabet.   

Read accurately words of two or more syllables using taught grapheme 
phoneme correspondence (GPCs) 

  

Read words containing common suffixes –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est 
endings 

  

Read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll] and understand that 
the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s) 

  

Discuss the significance of the title and features of the book   

Discuss differences between fiction and non-fiction books   

Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done   

Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far   

Retrieve and record information from non-fiction (dictionary work)   
 

Spelling skills Taught Revisited 
Spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common 
exception words, the days of the week (see Chepstow House list) 

  

Use letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same 
sound e.g. ai, ay, a_e 

  

Learn additional alternative spelling patterns. 
 

E.g. Which sounds come up at the beginning of the words, which come at the 
end 
e.g. ai in the middle, ck always at the end of word 
E.g. -y becomes -ies 

  

Use prefixes un- dis-   

Learn additional spelling rules for plurals and common suffixes   

Read and write CVC words   

Common homophones   

Doubling rule   
 

Grammar skills Taught Revisited 
Identify nouns and verbs   

Use adjectives to describe nouns   

Use pronouns   

Recognise past tense   

To maintain the correct tense in an extended piece of writing e.g. live, lived, 
will live 

  

Formation of compound nouns e.g. snowman, airport   

Use adverbs to describe verbs e.g. I was running quickly.   

Indefinite articles ‘a’ or ‘an’   

Standard English verb inflections (as opposed to colloquial)   

Synonyms and antonyms   
 

Writing skills Taught Revisited 
Use school Kingston handwriting cursive script   

Use spacing between words   

Using full stops and capital letters to demarcate sentences   

Using a capital letter for names of people, places and days of the week and for 
the personal pronoun ‘I’ 

  

Using ‘and’ to join sentences   

Using a question mark at the end of a sentence to indicate a question   

Using an exclamation mark at the end of a sentence to indicate an exclamation   
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Year 2 English Termly Plan 

 
Y2 AUTUMN TERM UNITS Y2 SPRING TERM UNITS Y2 SUMMER TERM UNITS 

All year 2 units can be taught in any order except the first unit. 
English skills - Ready for year 2 (this unit must be 
taught at the start of the year) 
This first unit revises key skills all year 2 children are 
expected to know. Use ‘September Year 2 Checklist’ 
to determine children’s current progress and target 
areas. The lessons should revise and teach key skills. 
Baseline assessment 

 
News writing 
Weekly weekend news (Ongoing) 

 
Poetry - Acrostic & Kennings poems 

 
Significant individuals Optional themes (alternative 
themes may be used) - Guy Fawkes, Florence 
Nightingale, Modern day individuals 

 
Non-fiction recount Optional themes (alternative 
themes may be used) - trip to Tower of London 

 
Adventure or Mystery stories Optional texts 
(alternative texts may be used) - The Snowman, A 
Dark, Dark Tale 

News writing 
Weekly weekend news (Ongoing) 

 
Letter writing to/from fictional characters Optional 
themes (alternative themes may be used) - Katie 
Morag, Harry Potter 

 
Poetry - Repeating/rhyming poems Optional texts 
(alternative texts may be used) - The Magic Box 

 
Non-chronological report Optional texts (alternative 
texts may be used) - Isle of Struay 

 
Stories set in imaginary worlds Optional texts 
(alternative texts may be used) - Alice in Wonderland 

News writing 
Weekly weekend news (Ongoing) 

 
Personal recount Optional themes (alternative 
themes may be used) - Holiday news 

 
Instructions 

Explanation texts 

Author Studies - Different stories by the same author 
Roald Dahl 

 
Narrative writing Optional texts (alternative texts 
may be used) - Roald Dahl’s books 

Writing assessment Writing assessment Writing assessment 

 
Narrative & Non-fiction – During the school year the following should be covered: 

Storytelling 
Character and setting description 
Prediction, sequencing, structure, setting, creative writing 
Letter writing 
Recounts of the story & non-fiction 
Changing story, writing, editing story 

Dialogue 
Poetry: acrostic, Kennings, repeating features, rhyming couplets 
Playscripts 
Instructions 
Information texts/non-chronological reports 
Explanations 
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YEAR 2 KEY SKILLS 
Reading skills Taught Revisited 
Read words with contractions and understand that the apostrophe represents 
the omitted letter(s) 

  

Use growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to read aloud and 
understand meaning of new words 

  

Use dictionaries to check the meaning of what they have read   
 

Spelling skills Taught Revisited 
Extending knowledge of grapheme phoneme correspondence (GPCs) and 
spellings of common irregular endings e.g. or, aw, ough, al 

  

Distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones 
Homophones - Two or more words having the same pronunciation, but different 
meanings e.g. write and right, pear and pair sea and see 

  

Using prefixes e.g. un- and dis- and suffixes e.g. -ly, -ed, -ing, -ful, -less, -ment, - 
ness 

  

Using the first two or three letters to check a spelling in the dictionary   

Spell some words with silent letters (e.g. knight, psalm, solemn)   

Plural rules e.g. –e –es -ies   
 

Grammar skills Taught Revisited 
Identify nouns and verbs   

Identify common and proper nouns   

Identify comparative and collective nouns   

Use pronouns   

Use adjectives to describe nouns   

Use adverbs to describe verbs   

Use grammatical features such as extended noun phrases, conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions (e.g. on, after, in) 

  

Use adjectival phrases to describe nouns e.g. The tiger who came to tea was 
lovely and gentle. 

  

Use and distinguish past and present text 
 

In a story it is often past tense: The tiger went to the cupboard and took out all 
the tins. He drank up all the water in the tap. 

 
In a description of something which is true now, it is present tense. My favourite 
colour is red. I like playing princesses and magic games best. 

  

Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation and 
command 

 
E.g. It is cold. Is it freezing? It is freezing! Shut the door! 

  

To identify different types of clauses – main and subordinate. 
 

Main clause: He was eating a sandwich. 
Subordinate clause: He was eating a sandwich because he was hungry. 

  

Use conjunctions to join ideas in longer sentences 
Co-ordination: using ‘and’ ‘or’ and ‘but’ (Compound) 
Subordination: using ‘when’ ‘where’ ‘if’ ‘that’ and ‘because’ (Complex) 

 
Children need to start using compound and complex sentences in their writing: 
When the tiger came to tea, he ate up all the food and drank up all the water. 
If another tiger comes to tea, we have some tins of tiger food. 

  

Expressing time and place using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions 
‘In the morning...’ 
‘Behind the door...’ 
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YEAR 2 KEY SKILLS 
‘John looked around.’   

Plural and possessive ‘s’ 
 

The dogs were loud. 
The dog’s lead was blue. 

  

Compound words e.g. snowman, airport   

Tense in verbs 
 

Explain the concept of a verb and help children to recognise these. They also 
relate the tense of verbs used to the type of writing. E.g. narrative is usually past 
tense, description can be present tense. 
She ran along the road and saw the robber vanishing down a trapdoor. 
My friend has red hair, blue eyes and is always telling jokes. 

  

Expanding sentences for description and specification 
 

e.g. The boy walked through the park which was full of beautiful flowers. 

  

 

Writing skills Taught Revisited 
Demarcate sentences using capital letters at the start and full stops, exclamation 
or question marks at the end. 

  

Using the possessive apostrophe   

To use a variety of sentence openers   

Use simple similes for description   

Use paragraphs   

Use commas in making lists 
 

The endangered animals we are looking at are: tigers, pandas, whales and 
cheetahs. 

  

Use commas with subordinating clause 
 

When a subordinate clause starts a sentence, it is normal to separate it from the 
main clause with a comma. E.g. ‘He was annoyed, the train had stopped.’ 

  

Use apostrophes for contracted forms – relate this to differences between 
spoken & written English e.g. I don’t want to come home! 

  

Exclamation marks   

Question marks   

Speech marks in dialogue 
 

“Stop it,” she said. 
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Year 3 English Termly Plan 

 
Y3 AUTUMN TERM UNITS Y3 SPRING TERM UNITS Y3 SUMMER TERM UNITS 

All year 3 units can be taught in any order except the first unit. 
English skills - Ready for year 3 (this unit must be 
taught at the start of the year) 
This first unit revises key skills all year 3 children are 
expected to know. Use ‘September Year 3 Checklist’ 
to determine children’s current progress and target 
areas. The lessons should revise and teach key skills. 
Baseline assessment 

 
Persuasive writing in the form of a letter 

Instructions and explanations 

Poetry – Poems from around the world Optional 
texts (alternative texts may be used) - Let’s celebrate 
– festival poems from around the world 

 
Narrative – stories from other cultures Optional texts 
(alternative texts may be used) - Amazing Grace by 
Mary Hoffman, Granny Ting Ting by Patrice Lawrence, 
Anansi stories, Christophe’s story by Cornwell & 
Littlewood 

Author Study - Oliver Jeffers & Anthony Browne 
 

Non chronological reports 

Newspaper 

Poetry – creating images Optional texts (alternative 
texts may be used) - poems by Christina Rossetti 
(Caterpillar, Hopping Frog, A Birthday, Is the moon 
tired?) Pie Corbett (At the window listening … From 
the balcony I can see) 

 
Plays and dialogue Optional texts (alternative texts 
may be used) - using The Firework-Maker’s Daughter 
by Philip Pullman, The Hodgeheg by Dick King-Smith 

Stories about imaginary worlds Optional texts 
(alternative texts may be used) - Ice Palace 

 
Poetry – shape poems 

Recount (non-fiction) 

Narrative (Adventure stories) 

Writing assessment Writing assessment Writing assessment 
 

Narrative & Non-fiction – During the school year the following should be covered: 
Storytelling 
Character and setting description 
Prediction, sequencing, structure, setting, creative writing 
Letter writing 
Recounts of the story & non-fiction 
Changing story, writing, editing story 
Dialogue 
Poetry: from around the world, creating images, shape poems 

 
 

Playscripts 
Instructions 
Non-chronological reports 
Explanations 
Persuasive writing 
Newspaper 
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YEAR 3 KEY SKILLS 
Reading skills Taught Revisited 
Silent blending should be response to unfamiliar words   

Use dictionaries to check the meaning of what they have read   

Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination   

 

Spelling skills Taught Revisited 
Revision of letter sounds as alternatives are revised   

Spelling patterns are revised and built upon, including word families   

Further exception words taught (see Chepstow House spelling words)   

Dictation of simple sentences, including words and punctuation taught so far   

Suffixes- -ed, -ing, -er, -est, -ness, -ment, -ful, -less (year 2 review)   

Prefixes un-, dis- (year 2 review)   

Suffixes –ly, -ation   

Prefixes mis-, re-, super-, auto-, anti-, sub-, inter-   

Prefix in- (il-, im-, ir-)   

contractions   

Homophone and near homophones   

/u/ sound spelt ‘ou’   

Split diagraphs when more than 1 syllable   

/ai/ spelt ‘ei, eigh, ey’   

Double consonants   

/k/ spelt ‘ch’   

-sion, -tion, -ally, -sure, -ture endings   

 

Grammar skills Taught Revisited 
Word classes (nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs)   

To identify different types of clauses – main and subordinate. 
 

Main clause: He was eating a sandwich. 
Subordinate clause: He was eating a sandwich because he was hungry. 

  

Recognise simple sentences and recognise compound and complex sentences. 
 

Encourage children to extend their sentences using joining words 
(conjunctions). They can join simple sentences (clauses) 
The boat arrived late and the man walked down the gangway. 
They can add a subordinate clause to a sentence. 
When the rain stopped, the girls went back to the playground. 

  

Extend the range of sentences with more than one clause. 
Co-ordination: using ‘and’, ‘or’ and ‘but’ (compound) 
Subordination: using a wider range of conjunctions to add subordinate clauses 
(complex). 

 
Extend children’s use of longer sentences in their writing, so they frequently 
use sentences with at least one subordinate clause. 

 
Use joining words (conjunctions) such as: and, or, but, if, when, where, 
because, so, although, etc. 
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YEAR 3 KEY SKILLS 
 

Time connectives 
  

Use and recognise nouns, adjectives and adjectival phrases. 
 

Explain what a noun is, and how an adjective or adjectival phrase can modify 
the noun: Mrs Coles’ house was noisy, loud and messy. Peter and Poppy, who 
were my age, looked after me very nicely. 

  

Revise the concept of a verb and help children to recognise these. Relate the 
tense of verbs used to the type of writing e.g. narrative is usually past tense, 
description can be present tense. 

 
She ran along the road and saw the robber vanishing down a trapdoor. 
My friend has red hair, blue eyes and is always telling jokes. 

  

Singular & plural nouns & verbs   

Articles a / an   

Apostrophes – plural & possessive   

Present perfect verbs   

Synonyms   

Similes   

Prepositions   

Pronouns - Appropriate use of pronoun or noun for cohesion and to avoid 
repetition 

  

Fronted adverbials   

Continuous present tense   
 

Writing skills Taught Revisited 
Encourage children to use powerful verbs in their writing 

 
Not: I went out of the room but 
I stormed out of the room ... or 
I plodded out of the room 
I crept out of the room... 

  

Use dialogue in narrative or in drama 
 

“I’m hungry!” yelled the big, bad wolf. “Give me some FOOD!” 

  

Paragraphs, headings and subheadings   

Punctuation: full stops, commas, exclamation marks, question marks, speech 
marks, commas, apostrophes 
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Year 4 English Termly Plan 

 
Y4 AUTUMN TERM UNITS Y4 SPRING TERM UNITS Y4 SUMMER TERM UNITS 

All year 4 units can be taught in any order except the first unit. 
English skills - Ready for year 4 (this unit must be 
taught at the start of the year) 
This first unit revises key skills all year 4 children are 
expected to know. Use ‘September Year 4 Checklist’ 
to determine children’s current progress and target 
areas. The lessons should revise and teach key skills. 
Baseline assessment 

 
Poetry – Themed Calligrams/Haiku Poetry 

 
Narrative - Historical Stories: Optional texts 
(alternative texts may be used) – Escape from 
Pompei) 

 
Book review: Optional texts (alternative texts may be 
used) - The Tin Forest/Varmints (Climate Change) 

 
Narrative- character description 
Optional texts Christmas Carol 

Author Study & biography: - Raquel Palacio or others 
 

Poetry - Odes (Lyric Poems) – Classic and Modern 
Optional texts (alternative texts may be used) - 
Spaghetti! Spaghetti! Oh Apple Pie, Ode to an Olive, 
To A Skylark by Percy Bysshe Shelley 

 
Myths & Legends: Optional texts (alternative texts 
may be used) - The story of Icarus (Ancient Greece), 
Pandora’s Box, Haedes, Theseus and the Minotaur 

 
Persuasive writing: Optional texts (alternative texts 
may be used) - Elgin Marbles (Ancient Greece) 
Myths: 

 
Narrative – Traditional Fairy Story Twists Optional 
texts (alternative texts may be used) - The True Story 
of the three little pigs by Jon Scieszka. 

Playscripts 
 

Stories about issues & dilemmas Optional texts 
(alternative texts may be used) - The Fib, The dragon 
slayer 

 
Poet study Optional poets (alternative poets may be 
used) - Spike Milligan, Lewis Carroll, Michael Rosen 

 
Narrative from imaginary worlds Optional texts 
(alternative texts may be used) - The Tunnel by 
Anthony Browne – lost happy endings 

Writing assessment Writing assessment Writing assessment 
 

Narrative & Non-fiction – During the school year the following should be covered: 
Storytelling 
Character and setting description 
Prediction, sequencing, structure, setting, creative writing 
Letter writing 
Recounts of the story & non-fiction 
Changing story, writing, editing story 
Dialogue 
Poetry: calligrams, Haiku, classic, poet study 

 
Play scripts 
Non-chronological reports 
Explanation texts 
Persuasive writing 
Discussion & debate 
Newspapers 
Biography 
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YEAR 4 KEY SKILLS 
Reading skills Taught Revisited 
Rapid decoding should be the default response to unfamiliar words   

Apply growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes in accordance with 
the spelling scheme 

  

Develop understanding of relationship between language structure and 
presentation, and meaning 

  

 

Spelling skills Taught Revisited 
Suffixes –ness, -ment, -er, -est, -ed, -ing   

Prefixes –un, -dis, -re, -mis, -im, -ir, -il   

Plural endings –s, -es, -ies   

-sion, -ssion, -ation, -tion, -cian, -sure, -ture, -ous endings   

/k/ spelt ‘ch’   

/s/ spelt ‘c’   

/s/ spelt ‘sc’   

/sh/ spelt ‘ch’   

-ough letter strings   

Possessive apostrophes   

Contractions   

Homophones and near homophones   

Unstressed vowels   

Continue to use dictionaries to check spellings and definitions   

Use a thesaurus to find synonyms or antonyms   

 

Grammar skills Taught Revisited 
Ensure correct subject and verb agreement e.g. The list of items is/are on the 
desk. 

  

Understand Root words, prefixes & suffixes.   

To identify different types of clauses – main and subordinate. 
 

Main clause: He was eating a sandwich. 
Subordinate clause: He was eating a sandwich because he was hungry. 

  

Use conjunctions to express time or cause. Extend children’s use of complex 
sentences by encouraging them to think about how, when, where or why 
something was done or happened. 

 
Dad tripped on the stairs because the cat was lying there. 
When the film was over, we all went and had a meal. 
He was certainly still angry, so the dogs thought it best to keep out of his sight for 
a while. 

  

Use prepositions to express time and place. Help children make their writing 
more interesting by using prepositional phrases. 

 
With a heavy heart, the princess put the frog back in the pond. 
He kicked the ball right over the wall. 

  

Person – understanding that writing can be third or first person 
 

‘She did this...’ or ‘I did this...’. 
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YEAR 4 KEY SKILLS 
The dog wandered down the street looking for cats and food. 
I wandered down the street looking for my dog. 

  

Use adverbs and adverbials (prepositional phrases which act as adverbs) Extend 
children’s understanding of adverbs, showing them how to use a phrase to say 
how something is done or how it happened. 

 
He spoke crossly and in a loud voice to all the children. 
The dog ran with the lead in its mouth, down the street. 

  

Pronouns – using pronouns to avoid repetition or ambiguity and to add clarity 
and cohesion. 

 
1. Avoid repetition: While Sam watched the TV programme. Sam finished making 
his Lego spaceship. 
2. Avoid ambiguity: Mary wanted to help her granny and she was feeling very 
tired. 
3. Add to the cohesion: When she went to bed, Mog was feeling rather full of 
milk and cat food. 

  

Use fronted adverbials. Comma after fronted adverbial. Extend children’s use of 
adverbs by encouraging them to start their sentences with an adverbial. 

 
In total silence, the children tiptoed along the corridor. 
Without blinking, Max stared into all their yellow eyes. 

  

Verb inflections 
 

I am bringing, I will bring, I brought 

  

Formation of nouns using prefixes e.g. Illegal,   

Expanding noun phrases, including using noun and preposition phrases, 
determiner, adjective, noun, prepositional phrase 

 
The gigantic bottle in the river. 

  

 

Writing skills Taught Revisited 
Dialogue – emphasise the differences between spoken and written speech. Split 
direct speech.  Indirect speech 

 
Consolidate the use of speech punctuation and ensure that what is in the speech 
marks is what is said, not what might be written. 

“Give me a break,” sneered Tom, “you can’t expect me to believe that!” 

“Ger’off, you’re hurting me,” Sam told his younger brother. 

  

Organise writing using paragraphs: 
 

A change of topic 
A change of someone speaking 
A jump on time 
A change in place 
A new speaker 

  

Use commas after or before phrases and clauses. 
 

Comma after fronted adverbial. 
Introduce the idea of a ‘short pause’ which does not merit a new sentence but 
does require a comma. Show chn how we can use commas before or after 
phrases or clauses. 
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YEAR 4 KEY SKILLS 
 

After the door slammed, the class sat in total silence. 
As light as a bird, the glider disappeared into the clouds. 

  

Use the possessive apostrophe and plurals. Use for singular and plural nouns. 
 

Joanna’s temper was rising fast. 
He really wanted his brother’s football shirt. 
All the dogs’ dinners had been stolen. 

  

Punctuation: full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, 
commas, apostrophes, speech marks, dashes, hyphens, ellipses. 
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Y5 AUTUMN TERM UNITS Y5 SPRING TERM UNITS Y5 SUMMER TERM UNITS 

All year 5 units can be taught in any order except the first unit. 
English skills - Ready for year 5 (this unit must be 
taught at the start of the year) 
This first unit revises key skills all year 5 children are 
expected to know. Use ‘September Year 5 Checklist’ 
to determine children’s current progress and target 
areas. The lessons should revise and teach key skills. 
Baseline assessment 

Poetry analysis – features of classical poetry Optional 
texts (alternative texts may be used) - The Listeners by 
Walter de la Mare, Adlestrop by RS Thomas, Autumn 
Fires by RL Stevenson, When you are old by WB Yeats 

 
Book features/book recommendations 

Narrative Flashback: Optional texts (alternative texts 
may be used) - The Piano 

Persuasive writing / Discussion & debate 

Narrative 

 
Narrative Poetry – Optional texts (alternative texts 
may be used) - The Highwayman (including 
newspaper report) 

Myths & Legends (Irish) Optional texts (alternative 
texts may be used) - Finn McCool analysis of myths 
and legends, character and setting description, write 
own myth. 

Homework topics - Presentations: Roles of 
responsibility & topic presentations (for interview 
preparation) 

Playscripts – Optional texts (alternative texts may be 
used) - Oliver Twist 

Cultures: Non-chronological report/Non-fiction 
presentation Optional themes (alternative themes 
may be used) - Chinese New Year 

 

Instructional texts & explanations   
 Author Study: Michael Morpurgo, Kensuke’s Kingdom  

Legends – Optional texts (alternative texts may be 
used) - The Sword and the Stone 

  

Writing assessment Writing assessment Writing assessment 

 
Narrative & Non-fiction – During the school year the following should be covered: 

Storytelling 
Character and setting description 
Prediction, sequencing, structure, setting, creative writing 
Letter writing 
Recounts of the story & non-fiction 
Changing story, writing, editing story 
Dialogue 

 
Poetry: narrative and analysis 
Playscripts 
Non-chronological reports 
Explanation texts 
Instructions 
Persuasive writing 
Discussion & debate 
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Y6 AUTUMN TERM UNITS Y6 SPRING TERM UNITS Y6 SUMMER TERM UNITS 

All year 6 units can be taught in any order except the first unit. 
English skills - Ready for year 6 (this unit must be 
taught at the start of the year) 
This first unit revises key skills all year 6 children are 
expected to know. Use ‘September Year 6 Checklist’ 
to determine children’s current progress and target 
areas. The lessons should revise and teach key skills. 
Baseline assessment 

 
Narrative Adventure Optional texts (alternative texts 
may be used) - Shackleton’s Antarctica Adventure 

 
Persuasive / discussion texts balanced for and against 
arguments, key terms. 

 
Narrative Suspense Optional texts (alternative texts 
may be used) - A monster calls 
Exam workshops 

 
Biography / Autobiography Optional people 
(alternative people may be used) - Malala 

 
Exam workshops 

Narrative Book Study Optional texts (alternative texts 
may be used) - The 1000 year old boy including diary 
entries, newspaper reports, debate, instructions 

 
Playscripts: Optional texts (alternative texts may be 
used) - Shakespeare – Midsummer Night’s Dream 
including author study, understand Elizabethan 
theatre, Shakespearean language, analyse theme of 
conflict 

Poetry analysis Optional texts (alternative texts may 
be used) - Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll and My 
Mother saw a dancing bear by Charles Causley 

 
Author Study (Classic) Katherine Rundell 

 
Presentation 

 
Narrative Fantasy Optional texts (alternative texts 
may be used) - The Dual World of Anders Arnfield 
including dreams and why we dream 

Writing assessment Writing assessment Writing assessment 
 

Narrative & Non-fiction – During the school year the following should be covered: 
Storytelling 
Character and setting description 
Prediction, sequencing, structure, setting, creative writing 
Letter writing 
Recounts of the story & non-fiction 
Changing story, writing, editing story 
Dialogue 

Poetry: analysis 
Playscripts 
Non-chronological reports 
Explanation texts 
Persuasive writing 
Discussion & debate 
Newspaper 
Biography 
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YEAR 5 & 6 KEY SKILLS 
Reading skills Taught Revisited 
Develop understanding of relationship between language structure and 
presentation, and meaning 

  

Continue to use dictionaries to check spellings   

Develop thesaurus skills   

 

Spelling skills Taught Revisited 
Continue to expand and apply growing knowledge of root words, prefixes 

and suffixes 

  

Suffixes –ness, –ment, –ing, -ed, -er, -est, -ly   

Prefixes re-, -il, -im, -in, pre-, de-, over,-un, -dis, -mis, super-, anti-, sub-, auto,   

Contractions   

-ify, -en, -ate, -ise endings   

Hyphen   

/i/ sound spelt with a ‘y’   

/u/ spelt ‘ou’   

I before e except after c   

-cial, -tial, -cious, -tious, -sure, -ture, -que and -gue endings   

-ant, -ance, -ancy / -ent, -ence, -ency endings   

-able/-ably, -ible/-ibly endings   

Double consonants   

Unstressed vowels and consonants   

Silent letters   

Homophones and near homophones   

Distinguish between homophones, homographs, homonyms, heteronyms   

More antonyms and synonyms   

 

Grammar skills Taught Revisited 
Word classes (nouns, adjectives verbs, adverbs), powerful language   

Use adverbials of time, place and number to link ideas across paragraphs 
 

Encourage children to use paragraphs to break up their writing and to link 
ideas using words such as ‘Earlier...’ or ‘Nearby...’ or ‘Secondly...’. They can 
also use phrases in the same way: ‘Later on...’ or ‘Far away...’. 

  

Expanding noun phrases, including using noun and preposition phrases 
 

The blue and white salts left in the basin can be placed in a jar for safe- 
keeping. 
The herd of deer we saw earlier have returned to the hillside. 
(A good test of a noun phrase is that the whole thing can be replaced by a 
pronoun.) 

  

 

Writing skills Taught Revisited 
Use a wide range of conjunctions to create compound and complex 
sentences. 
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YEAR 5 & 6 KEY SKILLS 
Consolidate children’s use of ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’ to write compound 
sentences and their use of other conjunctions to create complex sentences 
with subordinate clauses. 

  

Use a wide range of adjectives and adjectival phrases, adverbs, adverbials 
and prepositional phrases to add description and elaboration to writing. 

  

Use relative clauses beginning with ‘who’, ‘which’, ‘where’, ‘why’ or ‘whose’.   

Golden sentences - interesting openers, connectives and vocabulary   

Paragraph layout   

Figurative language: similes, metaphors, alliteration   

Informal and formal language   

Ensure correct subject and verb agreement   

Use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity   

Use dialogue, recognise differences between spoken and written speech 
(contractions) 

 
Use of speech punctuation. Stress differences between spoken and written 
speech. E.g. Contracted forms, and slang... 

 
“Give me a break,” sneered Tom, “you can’t expect me to believe that!” 
“Ger’off, you’re hurting me,” Sam told his younger brother. 

  

Recognise the difference between direct and indirect speech and relate to 
differences between informal and formal speech structures 

 
“I’ll never admit that you’re better than Arsenal,” Fred growled as the Man U 
supporter tightened the headlock. 
Turns into: Fred refused to admit that Arsenal was inferior to Manchester 
United, even though the supporter had him in a headlock. 

  

Use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 
 

In the museum, the toys (always the most popular exhibit) are on display as 
you enter the hall. 
In the museum, the dinosaur – first seen from the stairs – is the largest exhibit 
they possess. 

  

Use of apostrophes correctly: 
 

1. To indicate possession in singular or plural nouns: The dog’s tail, cats’ eyes, 
.. 
2. To indicate a contraction – taking the place of missing letter(s) I’m, don’t, 
... 

  

Use modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility 
 

Show children how we can have a hierarchy of possibility using modal verbs: 
I may go to my granny’s. 
I might go to my granny’s. 
I should go to my granny’s. 
I will go to my granny’s. 
I must go to my granny’s. 

  

3rd person and past tense   

Use full stops, commas, exclamation marks, speech marks and question 
marks to punctuate sentences correctly. 
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YEAR 5 & 6 KEY SKILLS 
   

Relative clauses & commas for subordinate clauses   

Use bullet points and punctuate correctly 
Use colons and semi-colons in punctuating bullet points. 
Colon to mark boundaries and introduce a list 

  

Use semi-colons or dashes 
 

The woolly mammoth was thought to have died out after the ice-age; the 
weather became too hot for them to survive. 

 
Simon absolutely refused to apologise – he was convinced he had done 
nothing wrong. 

  

Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity - hyphen can change the meaning: 
 

‘man-eating shark’ is different from ‘man eating shark’ 
‘cat-hating woman’ is different from ‘cat hating woman’ 
‘re-cover’ is different from ‘recover’ 

  

Use passive voice to present information in an objective way 
 

Demonstrate to children how we can describe an incident without saying 
who did it. 
Show children how the passive voice helps us to report something without 
allocating responsibility. 

 
The window was broken by a football being kicked through it. 
The kittens were placed on the doorstop of the orphanage. 
John was punched in the chest. 

  

Layout devices: headings, sub-headings, bullets, tables   

Cohesive devices: repetition, grammatical connections, ellipsis   
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At Chepstow House we teach the Kingston cursive handwriting script from Reception upwards. 

The key advantages to this script are: 

• By making each letter in one movement, children’s hands develop a ‘physical memory’ of it, 
making it easier to produce the correct shape 

 
• As letters and words flow from left to right, children are less likely to reverse letters which 

are typically difficult (like b/d or p/q) 
 

• There is a clearer distinction between capital letters and lower-case letters 
 

• Every letter has an approach stroke and a carry-on stroke. This means that letters can be 
joined as soon as the pupil has learnt two or three letters. It has particular benefits for 
children with spellings and reading difficulties. 

 
• Children will know that all letters start on the line and finish on the line except for v, w, o 

and r which finish at the top 

 
Reception to Year 3 

 
Children have discrete handwriting lessons to ensure the cursive script and hand/finger strength is 
developed. In year 3 children start writing in fountain pen. 

 
Year 4 upwards 

 
Children are expected to be able to use the Kingston cursive handwriting scheme fluently and use 
fountain pen in all lessons where writing takes place. 
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Phonics is taught for 2 hours over the week in Reception and KS1, split in to four half hour lessons. Phonetic 
concepts should also be covered throughout literacy lessons when needed. All staff are responsible for 
modelling excellent phonetics and expecting high standards of spellings in all lessons. 

 

Year group Knowledge, Skills and Understanding: 
Reception • Tuning in to environmental sounds, instrumental sounds and body sounds 

• Recognising rhythm and rhyme 
• Recognising the letters of the alphabet 
• Learning single letter names and sounds 
• Orally blending and segmenting 
• Segmenting and blending words from print 
• Reading and spelling year group related common sight words 

Year 1 • Solidify understanding of phonemes and graphemes taught in reception 
• Learning more graphemes for the phonemes which they already know, plus different ways 

of pronouncing the graphemes they already know. 
• Reading and writing words of more than one syllable 
• Children are expected to show wider application of their phonics knowledge throughout 

literacy lessons 
• Reading and spelling year group related common sight words 

Year 2 • Solidifying understanding of phonemes and corresponding graphemes taught in previous 
years 

• Each lesson will cover a wider range of phonemes than last year. I.e.- all the version of aw 
will be taught in one lesson 

• The ‘read’, ’write’ and ‘apply’ will be spread over the week with each concept being 
covered at a greater depth than previously 

• During spring term children will begin to learn age related spelling rules 
• Reading and spelling year group related common sight words 

 
Phonics Lesson outline: 
The main teaching is done through individual PowerPoints for each sound made by teachers at Chepstow 
House. The PowerPoint leads the teachers through each section of the lesson and follows a similar format each 
time. Each lesson (over the week for Year 2) should be covering a ‘revise’ ‘read’, ‘write’ and ‘apply’ concept of 
phonics. 

 
Below shows you an outline of a single lesson (week for Year 2). 

 
Revise Covering the sounds already taught that year. This can be done through Jolly Phonics 

flash cards or various online games. 
Read Reading words which include the new sound. Children should be encouraged to 

segment before blending. E.g.- c-a-t = cat 
Year 1 & 2 also reading a short text and identifying the words which include the new 
sound. 

Write After hearing a word containing the new sound children must write it down. Children 
are encouraged to write sound buttons on these words. 
After viewing a mix of pictures children to write the matching word (all words will 
contain the sound) 

Apply Children write down dictated sentences which include words with the new sounds. 
The teacher is looking to see whether they can apply the new spelling when mixed 
amongst other words. 
Year 1 & 2 – A short text containing mistakes is shown for the children to correct in 
partners. This can be done orally, or corrections written down. 
Year 2- Given an independent activity around the classroom which requires them to 
collate all their knowledge from the week 
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Teaching ideas for ‘Read’- this should include sounding out and blending with a teacher 
 

• Children read Jolly Phonics cards 
• Children read and learn the song for the sound from the Jolly Phonics song book 
• Children put sound buttons on printed words to represent single sounds and graphemes 
• Read words and match to pictures 
• Use phonics play subscription – variety of single word reading games 
• Use phonics play subscription- variety of interactive phoneme spotter games 
• Reading a paragraph of text written by teacher spotting phonemes 
• Searching for words containing the week’s sound in books around the classroom (can be 

done as a team game) 
 

Teaching ideas for ‘Write’- this should include segmenting sounds to write 
 

• Children write a words and sentences dictated by the teacher 
• Children write and sentences words to match pictures 
• Child write words they believe are missing from a text (could be from the one read the 

previous day) 
• Children write sentences dictated by the teacher and underline words containing the 

sound 
 

Teaching ideas for ‘Apply’- these should be completed as independently as possible 
 

Reception / Early year 1 
 

• Messy tray (real life objects/food/toys that start with the sound of the day. Laminated 
sounds in the tray also). 

• Listening games e.g. ‘I spy’ 
• iPad activity (letter formation/reading/spelling) 
• Interactive white board games (letter formation/reading/spelling) 
• Art table - craft activity that links to the letter (elephant ears for trigraph ear/ crowns for 

the ow sound/ blowing bubbles for letter ‘b’) 
• Reading CVC words and matching them to pictures 
• Bingo activities 
• Oral blending gym 
• Matching pairs (sounds) 

Year 1 & 2 
 

• Children complete a crossword with words all containing that week’s sound 
• Hunting for errors in a text including that sound/spelling rule as well as a wider range of 

grammatical errors 
• Sound hunt - words hidden around the room printed out. Write down the words which 

contain the sound 
• QR code sound hunt - children scan a code which shows a word. If it contains the correct 

sound write it down 
• Unjumbling anagrams 
• Hangman - online, on IWB or with a partner. Use ‘spellzone.com’ website for easy access 
• Make your own word search - using a template children come up with a word list, put 

them in to the blank grid then fill in with extra letters 
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Curriculum Map 
Order of sounds taught 
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Read the spellings going down each column 

Group 1 

Lower School Spelling Words 
 

Group 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Group 2 

out make away rain three 
pull cake went push four 
full play with new five 
are well from old six 

show just help girl seven 
think seen jump boy eight 
you saw tree one nine 

made much park two ten 
 
Group 3 

Monday more they them then 
Tuesday look said there what 
Wednesday weekend some love have 
Thursday when very every gone 
Friday door happy pink find 

Saturday floor green white yellow 
Sunday break watch kind great 
want that where come here 

 
Group 4 

Group 6 
people July above along sometimes 
walk August other work somewhere 

January September sister something knew 
February October brother whole leave 
March November mother animal together 
April December too word world 
May know child without place 
June while open suddenly during 

 
Group 7 

being holiday birthday climb most 
fast last everybody after black 
class path would plant hear 
grass hour should prove were 
pass move could who number 

morning your school orange purple 

only house baby pretty garden 
sure sugar eye busy water 
again told hold little why 
does goes today these those 
Mrs lady another head talk 
Mr which any write almost 

small our many half also 
behind before always began friend 

 

a dad yes us he 
I mum not red be 
in dog bed by we 
is big see go me 
at can day so she 
am cat way of all 
as get and no call 
an his but to the 
on him will do was 
up has or my ask 

 

favourite island second station you’ll 

different balloon upon afterwards isn’t 

although money clothes country didn’t 

father field through laugh shouldn’t 

piece across desert improve she’ll 

peace woken dessert wouldn’t I’ll 

hundred often change they’re you’re 

thousand fruit haven’t hadn’t couldn’t 

million young though can’t won’t 

their guard naughty we’ll don’t 
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silver gold grey fly cry 
die wild children below even 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 

group perhaps interest continue breath height accident piece natural experience business medicine 

earth busy listen describe therefore tongue special peace potatoes actually address occasion 

increase extreme build early believe guide purpose though quarter surprise villain accidentally 

important regular history remember colour strange favourite decide sentence opposite centre definitely 

popular consider learn material appear particular bicycle circle certain calendar knowledge possess 

forward complete length actual weight strength century grammar suppose library island woman 

experiment heard probably arrive various straight breathe question character exercise separate women 

mention promise famous develop imagine ordinary minute beautiful disappear naughty peculiar argument 

quiet thumb knight terrible diary enough sign 
 
 
 
 
 

delicious ocean answer attendance arithmetic 
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1 2 3 4 5 

available symbol ancient occur accompany committed attached queue amateur criticise 

average programme community physical according interrupt compliment restaurant appreciate foreign 

awkward system curiosity variety apparent language embarrass sacrifice hesitant mischievous 

bargain harass desperate relevant especially muscle exaggerate chaos conscience necessary 

competition identity explanation recognise existence parliament prejudice sufficient convenience accommodation 

determined individual interfere profession sincerely neighbour observant recommend pronunciation hindrance 

suggest lightning occupy frequently vehicle temperature signature disastrous secretary controversy 

shoulder soldier familiar vegetable persuade twelfth thorough guarantee yacht privilege 

achieve bruise category environment immediate government leisure conscious cemetery nuisance 
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* Week 11 words to be chosen from the term depending on each child’s progress. 
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* Review words to be chosen from the term depending on each child’s progress. 
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 * Review words to be chosen from the term depending on each child’s progress. 
 



Year 6 Spelling Words 

* Review words to be chosen from the term depending on each child’s progress. 
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Abstract Noun A feeling or concept which cannot be touched, such as love, happiness, 

education. 
Active voice A sentence written in the active voice has the subject of the sentence 

carrying out the main action. 
Adjectival phrase A phrase built around an adjective – for example ‘bright red’, 

‘frighteningly bad’. 
Adjective A word which describes a noun. 
Adverb A word which describes how a verb action is being carried out. 
Adverbial phrase A phrase built around an adverb – for example ‘as quickly as possible’, 

‘very rudely’. 
Ambiguity A sentence contains ambiguity if it could be open to more than one 

meaning. Pupils are taught to use hyphens to avoid ambiguity; for 
example, the sentence ‘Jaws is about a man-eating shark’ could be 
ambiguous, but with the insertion of a hyphen becomes much clearer: 
‘Jaws is about a man-eating shark’. 

Antonym A word with the opposite meaning to another, e.g. good/bad, 
wise/foolish, long/ short. 

Apostrophe ’ A punctuation mark used to show possession or to represent missing 
letters in a contracted form. See also possessive apostrophe. 

Article Words which tell us if a noun is general or specific. ‘The’ is called the 
‘definite article’ and refers to specific nouns: ‘The man’s hat is blue’. The 
‘indefinite articles’ are ‘a’ and ‘an’, referring to general nouns: ‘A cow 
eats grass’. 

Auxiliary verb A verb which forms the tense, mood and voice of other verbs. The 
auxiliary verbs are ‘be’, ‘do’ and ‘have’ plus the modal verbs. For 
example, ‘be’ is used in the progressive tense verbs such as ‘I am 
running’, ‘he was eating’. 

Brackets ( ) A punctuation mark used to set a non-essential section of a sentence 
apart. Also known as parenthesis. For example, ‘My friend Chloe (who is 
three months older than me) is coming to my house tonight’. 

Bullet points A way of setting information out in a list of points, which may be phrases, 
words or short sentences. 

Capital letter A letter used at the beginning of a sentence and for proper nouns. They 
may also be used at the beginning of the important words in a title or 
sign, for example, ‘Keep Off the Grass’. 

Clause Clauses are the building blocks of a sentence. They are groups of words 
that contain a subject and a verb. They can be ‘main’ or ‘subordinate’. 

Cohesion A sentence will have cohesion if all its parts fit together, for example if 
tenses and pronouns are consistent and determiners refer to the correct 
noun. 

Collective noun A noun which refers to a group of people, animals or things, for example, 
‘a class of children’, ‘a herd of elephants’, ‘a pride of lions’. 
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Colon : A punctuation mark used in a sentence to indicate that something is 
about to follow, such as a quotation, an example or a list. For example, ‘I 
need three things from the shop: milk, eggs and bread’. 

Comma , A punctuation mark used in a sentence to mark a slight break between 
different parts of a sentence, or to separate clauses in order to reduce 
ambiguity and increase cohesion. Primary pupils are taught to use 
commas to separate items in a list, to demarcate clauses and before 
introducing direct speech. 

Command A type of sentence which instructs or orders an action to take place. 
Contains an imperative verb which does not need a subject. Often a 
command will begin with this imperative verb or with a time connective. 
For example, ‘Eat your dinner. Next add the eggs to the mixture’. 

Common exception word A word which does not follow the common phonetic spelling rules of the 
language, or where the usual rules act in an unusual way. Children have a 
list of these words which they are expected to learn by the end of each 
year in school. 

Common noun Describes a class of objects (e.g. dog, man, day) which do not have a 
capital letter (e.g. Rover, John, Tuesday). See also proper nouns. 

Comparative The comparative form of an adjective compares one thing with another. 
For example, ‘My cake is big but hers is bigger’. Usually 
formed by adding the suffix ‘-er’ (smaller, higher, happier) or the word 
‘more’ (more beautiful). See also superlative. 

Complex sentence Formed by joining a main clause with a subordinate clause using a 
subordinating conjunction. They can also be called multi-clause 
sentences. The main clause can stand alone but the subordinate or 
dependent clause cannot. For example, ‘I burned dinner when I was on 
the phone’. 

Compound sentence Formed by joining two main clauses with a connective. The two clauses 
can stand on their own as sentences. For example, ‘I like dogs, but my 
friend likes cats’. 

Compound word A combination of two or more individual words that have a single 
meaning. For example, ‘football’, ‘carwash’, ‘sunflower’. 

Concrete noun Something you can touch. For example, ‘bed’, ‘pencil’, ‘cat’. Can be 
common nouns, or proper nouns that need a capital letter. For example, 
‘Mr Jones’, ‘Blackpool Tower’. 

Conjunction A type of connective that joins clauses. Co-ordinating conjunctions 
include ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’. Subordinating conjunctions include 
‘because’, ‘if’ and ‘until’. See also subordinating clause. 

Connective Any word which joins two bits of text. 
Consonant Any letter of the alphabet other than the vowels (a, e, i, o, u). 
Contracted form Short words made by putting two words together and omitting some 

letters, which are replaced by an apostrophe. For example, ‘did not’ is 
contacted to ‘didn’t’ 

Co-ordinating conjunction A conjunction which joins two main clauses to create a compound 
sentence (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so). 
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Co-ordination The joining of clauses in a way that gives each one equal importance. For 
example, ‘I am seven and my friend is eight’. 

Dash Used in a similar way to brackets or parentheses to set information apart 
in a sentence. For example, ‘My three friends – Jack, Sam and Callum – 
are coming to my house for tea’. 

Definite article See article. 
Determiner A word that introduces a noun and identifies it in detail. This may be a 

definite or indefinite article (a, an, the), a demonstrative (this, that), 
possessive (your, my), a quantifier (some, many) or a number (six, ten, 
half). 

Digraph A sound represented by two letters – for example ‘ee’ or ‘th’. 
Direct speech A sentence where the exact words spoken are represented and shown in 

speech marks (also known as inverted commas). (“Tidy your room, 
please,” said Mum). 

Ellipsis ... Three dots which are used to show missing words or to create a pause 
for effect. For example, ‘So...tell me what happened’. 

Embedded clause A clause used in the middle of another clause. It is usually marked by 
commas. For example, ‘The man, walking along with his dog, whistled a 
tune to himself’. 

Etymology The origin of words and how they have changed over time. Knowing the 
etymology of some words can help children to spell them, for example 
knowing that words with ‘ch’ pronounced ‘sh’ are often of French origin 
(e.g. machine, chef, brochure). 

Exclamation A sentence which expresses surprise or wonder and ends with an 
exclamation mark in place of a full stop. Begins with the words ‘how’ or 
‘what’ and must also contain a verb. For example, ‘What big eyes you 
have, Grandma!’ or ‘How cold it is today!’ 

Exclamation mark ! A punctuation mark used at the end of an exclamation - for example, 
‘What a fantastic day we have had!’ It can also be used at the end of a 
statement or command to show something has been said with feeling or 
emotion, for example, ‘That was a really scary film!’ or ‘Stop hitting your 
brother!’ 

Exclamative statement See exclamation. 
First person A sentence is written in the first person if it is written from the point of 

view of the subject – in other words, using the pronouns ‘I’ or ‘we’. 
Formal speech A type of speech or writing used in formal, ‘serious’ texts and situations. 

Children in primary school start to be taught the difference between the 
language we use when speaking informally (for example, to our friends) 
and the language we may use for a formal text, such as a letter of 
complaint. 

Fronted adverbial Words or phrases used at the beginning of a sentence, used like adverbs 
to describe the action that follows. For example, ‘With a happy smile, she 
skipped into the room’. 

Full stop A punctuation mark used to demarcate the end of a statement or 
command. 
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Future tense A verb tense which describes actions that are going to take place in the 
future. Often uses the modal auxiliary verb ‘will’. For example, 
‘Tomorrow I will do the shopping’. 

GPC Stands for grapheme-phoneme correspondence and refers to the way 
that sounds heard in words are written down. 

Grammar The rules that cover spoken and written language. 
Grapheme A letter or string of letters that represents a spoken sound. 
Homophone Words that sound the same but have different meanings. Some have 

different spellings and meanings but sound the same - for example, 
‘there/their/they’re’; some are spelt the same but have different 
meanings - for example, ‘fair’ (‘Let’s go to the fair!’/’That’s not fair’). 

Hyphen - A punctuation mark used to link and join words, and often used to 
reduce ambiguity in sentences: for example twenty-seven, brother-in- 
law, man-eating, long-legged. 

Imperative verb A verb that stands alone without a subject noun or pronoun in a 
command. 

Indefinite article See article. 
Indirect speech A sentence where the main points of what someone has said are 

reported without actually writing the speech out in full. Speech marks are 
not used. For example, ‘Mum told us to tidy our rooms’. 

Informal speech See formal speech. 
Inverted commas Punctuation marks used to demarcate direct speech in a sentence. Also 

known as speech marks, but in the 2014 National Curriculum children are 
taught the term inverted commas instead. 

Main clause The leading clause in a sentence which indicates the main subject and 
action of the sentence. It stands alone without any additional clauses. For 
example, ‘Even though the weather is bad, I will still go for a walk’. 

Modal verb A special verb which affects the other verbs in the sentence by showing 
obligation (e.g. ‘You should do your homework’), possibility (e.g. ‘I might 
have pizza for tea’), ability (e.g. ‘You can ride a bike now’) or permission 
(e.g. ‘You may go out now’). 

Morphology The study of words, how they are formed and their relationship to other 
words in the same language. It analyses the structure of words and parts 
of words, such as stems, root words, prefixes, and suffixes. An 
understanding of morphology can help children with spelling strategies, 
e.g. knowing that ‘medicine’, ‘medical’ and ‘paramedic’ all share a 
common root. 

Noun A naming word for things, animals, people, places and feelings. Can be 
common, proper, concrete, abstract or collective. 

Noun phrase A small group of words that does not contain a verb. A noun phrase 
contains a noun plus words to describe it - for example, ‘the spotty, black 
dog’. 

Object The object of a sentence is involved in the action but does not carry it 
out. For example, ‘I dropped my cup on the floor’. 
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Paragraph A distinct section of a piece of writing, which usually has a single theme. 
It is indicated by starting a new line or indenting the start of the first 
sentence. 

Parenthesis See brackets. 
Passive voice A sentence is written in the passive voice when the subject is having 

something done to it. For example, ‘The mouse was chased by the cat’. 
Past continuous tense See past progressive tense. 
Past perfect tense A tense used to describe actions that were completed by a certain time in 

the past. For example, ‘Yesterday I was late because I had walked to 
school’. 

Past progressive tense Also known as past continuous tense, a form of the past tense where 
something goes on for a period of time in the past - for example, ‘I was 
walking in the park’. Usually formed by adding the suffix ‘-ing’ to a verb. 

Past tense Any one of a set of verb tenses which describe action that took place in 
the past. See also progressive tense, past perfect tense. 

Phonics A way of teaching reading and writing which focusses on hearing and 
learning the sounds in words, and how these are written down. Children 
are taught to blend sounds together to read words and to segment 
sounds in words they hear, in order to write down the correct GPCs. 

Phrase A small group of words that does not contain a verb. 
Plural More than one. Using plurals can affect the nouns and verbs in a 

sentence. 
Phoneme A sound which makes up all or part of a word. For example, the word 

‘light’ is made up of the phonemes: ‘l‘, ‘igh’ and ‘t’. 
Personal pronoun A pronoun which replaces a person, place or thing. For example, ‘I’, ‘you’, 

‘he’, ‘she’, ‘we’, ‘they’, ‘it’, ‘me’, ‘him’, ‘her’, ‘us’, ‘them’. 
Possessive apostrophe An apostrophe used before the letter s to show ownership. For example, 

‘This is Sally’s coat’. 
Possessive pronoun A pronoun which is used to show ownership. Some can be used on their 

own (‘mine’, ‘yours’, ‘his’, ‘hers’, ‘ours’, ‘theirs’), whilst others need to be 
attached to a noun (‘my’, ‘your’, ‘her’, ‘our’, ‘their’, ‘whose’). 

Prefix Letters that go in front of a root word and change its meaning, for 
example, ‘un-’ (happy/unhappy), ‘dis-’ (appear/disappear), ‘re-’ 
(act/react) 

Preposition A linking word in a sentence, used to show where things are in time or 
space. For example, ‘under’, ‘after’, ‘next’, ‘behind’. 

Prepositional phrase A phrase which contains a preposition. For example, ‘under the carpet’, 
‘behind the door’, ‘after school’. 

Present perfect tense The tense which describes actions that are completed at an unspecified 
time before this moment. For example, ‘I have cycled two miles already.’ 

Present progressive tense A tense which describes an action which began in the past and is still 
going on now. For example, ‘I am learning to speak French’. 

Present tense Any one of a set of tenses that describe actions which are happening 
now. See also present perfect tense and present progressive tense. 
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Pronoun Any word which can be used to replace a noun. See personal pronoun, 
possessive pronoun. 

Proper noun A noun which names a particular person, place or thing. For example, 
‘John’, ‘London’, ‘France’, ‘Monday’, ‘December’. 

Punctuation mark A symbol used to create and support meaning within a sentence or 
within a word, for example full stop, comma, question mark, colon, 
speech marks. 

Relative clause A relative clause is a type of subordinate clause that adapts, describes or 
modifies a noun by using a relative pronoun (who, that or which). For 
example, ‘He ate too many cakes, which made him feel ill’. 

Relative pronoun A pronoun used in a relative clause (who, that, which). 
Reported speech See indirect speech. 
Root word A basic word with no prefix or suffix added to it. Adding prefixes and 

suffixes can change the meaning of a root word. 
Question A type of sentence which asks a question. It either begins with one of the 

question words (who, what, where, when, how, why) or reverses the 
(pro)noun/verb order in a statement - for example, ‘Sarah is washing the 
dishes’ becomes ‘Is Sarah washing the dishes?’ 

Question mark ? A punctuation mark which indicates a question and comes at the end of 
the sentence in place of the full stop. 

Second person A sentence is written in the second person if it is written from the point 
of view of a person being spoken to – in other words, using the pronoun 
‘you’. 

Semi-colon ; A punctuation mark used in a sentence to separate major sentence 
elements. A semicolon can be used between two closely related 
independent clauses, provided they are not already joined by a 
coordinating conjunction. For example, ‘My car is red; my friend’s car is 
blue’. 

Sentence One word or a group of words that makes sense by itself (a grammatical 
unit). Begins with a capital letter and ends with a full stop, question mark 
or exclamation mark. Usually contains a subject and always contains a 
verb. 

Simple sentence Has a subject and one verb. See also compound sentence and complex 
sentence. 

Singular Referring to only one. Use of the singular may affect the nouns, pronouns 
and verbs in a sentence. 

Speech marks “ ” Punctuation marks used to demarcate direct speech in a sentence. 

Split digraph A digraph that is split by a consonant. Usually represent long vowel 
sounds ‘a-e’ (for example, ‘cake’), ‘i-e’ (five), ‘o-e’ (code) and ‘u-e’ (rule). 

Statement A sentence that conveys a simple piece of information. For example, ‘It is 
a sunny day today’. 
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Subject The subject of a sentence is the thing or person carrying out the main 
action. For example, ‘The cow ate the grass’. 

Subordinate clause A clause that cannot stand alone as a complete sentence, but is linked to 
a main clause using a subordinating conjunction. It does not express a 
complete thought, and if read on its own it requires additional 
information. For example, ‘I take my dog to the park every day, even 
though sometimes it is raining’. Subordinate clauses contain a subject 
noun and a verb. 

Subordinating 
conjunction 

A conjunction that connects a main clause to a subordinating clause. 
Examples include ‘because’, ‘until’, ‘when’, ‘as’, ‘since’, ‘whereas’, ‘even 
though’. 

Subordination The joining of clauses and phrases in a way that links a main clause to a 
subordinate clause that does not stand alone. 

Suffix A string of letters that go at the end of a root word, changing or adding to 
its meaning. Suffixes can also show if a word is a noun, verb, adjective or 
adverb. 

Superlative A form of an adjective used to compare one object to all others in its 
class. Usually formed by adding the suffix ‘-est’ or the word ‘most’. For 
example, ‘Mia ran fastest on Sports Day’. ‘I am hungry, you are hungrier 
than me, but he is the hungriest of all’. See also comparative. 

Syllable A sequence of speech sounds in a word. The number of syllables in a 
word sounds like the ‘beats’ in the word and breaking a word into 
syllables can help with spelling. One- syllable words include words such 
as, ‘dog’, ‘cat’, ‘walk’ and ‘bath’; two-syllable words include ‘teacher’ and 
‘Christmas’; three-syllable words include, ‘beautiful’, ‘manager’. 

Synonym A word which has exactly or nearly the same meaning as another word. 
Third person A sentence is written in the third person if it is written from the point of 

view of a person being spoken about – in other words, using the 
pronouns ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘it’ or ‘they’. 

Time connective Words or phrases which tell the reader when something is happening. 
For example, ‘After dinner you must do your homework. Then you can 
read your book’. 

Trigraph A string of three letters which make a single sound, for example ‘igh’. 
Verb A word used to describe an action, occurrence or state. An essential part 

of a sentence. 
Vowel The letters a, e, i, o and u. 
Word family A group of words which may share a common root word or morphology. 

For example, ‘happy’, ‘unhappy’, ‘happiness’, ‘happily’, ‘unhappiness’, 
‘unhappily’. 
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