
 

Message from Mrs Barr 
Dear Parents 
  
Welcome back after the festive break. Despite the Omicron variant we have managed to remain 
open with face-to-face teaching and I hope that this will continue. 
  
The children have certainly enjoyed returning to school and were full of stories to tell of their 
holiday adventures. 
  
Hopefully we are now heading into Spring with the days lengthening and life returning some 
form of normality. 
  
As always we look forward to what each term brings and you can keep up to date with this on 
website, SharePoint and social media sites: school, art, sport. 
  
Our continued best wishes goes to the year 6 who remain in the throes of 11+ assessments and 
interviews. They continue to impress with their hardworking attitude, perseverance, and 
resilience. Good luck to them all. 

Best wishes  
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https://www.chepstowhouseschool.co.uk/
https://livealphaplusgroupco.sharepoint.com/sites/CHS
https://www.instagram.com/chepstowhouseschool/
https://www.instagram.com/chepstowhouseschoolart/
https://www.instagram.com/chepstowhouseschoolsport/
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SPORTS DIARY DATES 

17th Jan - 21st Jan

Monday  
17th Jan 

 No fixtures  
 

Tuesday  
18th Jan 

 No fixtures  
 

Wednesday  
19th Jan 

Y3/4/5/6 Swimming Gala vs Finton House 
Venue: Kensington Leisure Centre 
Leave School: 2:30pm 
Start Time: 3pm 
Pick Up from Venue: 4:15pm 
Arrive back at school: 4:30pm 
(This is just for Swim Squad. Swim Squad parents have been informed 
about the fixture). 
Please bring two towels. One for changing and one for poolside. 
Usual Swim Squad Kit 
Kensington Leisure Centre - Google Maps

Thursday  
20th Jan 

No fixtures  
Morning Swimming: Y2 

Afternoon Swimming: Y3 and Y5 

Friday  
21st Jan

No Fixtures  
Y5/6 Hockey Tournament- Cancelled 
Y3 Games- 11am-12pm  
Y4 Games- 1pm-2pm  
Y5/6 Games- 2pm-3pm 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kensington+Leisure+Centre/@51.5133743,-0.2159562,17z/data=!3m2!4b1!5s0x48760fdf98ee95f3:0x50c2161e01cb7ced!4m5!3m4!1s0x487610209fd3d96f:0xb44b0dfc4180f73b!8m2!3d51.5133753!4d-0.2137669
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STARS OF THE WEEK 

Class Name Reason

Robin Liza	Korobkova For	showing	such	bravery	and	resilience	
in	school	this	week.	

Sparrow Lily-Rose	Muhanna For	knowing	your	3D	shapes	and	talking	
about	their	proper@es.

Wren Maya	Antonopoulos For	always	being	such	a	thoughBul	and	
kind	friend	in	the	Wren	class	and	always	
making	your	teachers	smile.

Pelican Thomas	Gulliver For	always	having	a	posi@ve	aHtude	
towards	school	and	learning.

Puffin Arwa	Mika@	 For	returning	to	school	with	a	fantas@c	
aHtude	to	learning	and	showing	
amazing	listening	skills.	

Penguin Perdita	McPherson For	working	so	hard	on	her	handwri@ng.	
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Swallow Rafferty	Shah For	bringing	fantas@c	prior	knowledge	
and	support	to	all	his	friends	when	
exploring	the	con@nents	and	oceans	of	
the	world.

Kingfisher Lawrence	Allen For	your	hard	work	and	dedica@on	to	
improving	your	crea@ve	wri@ng	and	your	
handwri@ng.	Keep	it	up!

Swi: Astrid	Delylle For	returning	to	school	with	such	a	
fantastsic	aHtude	to	learning!

Woodpecker Zena	Cunningham For	sharing	your	great	ideas	and	being	
more	outspoken.

Woodlark Jasper	Thomas For	and	excellent	start	to	the	new	term.	
You	have	improved	your	focus,	pace	of	
work	and	behaviour!	Well	done!	

Skylark Holly	Vickery For	the	resilience	she	shows	in	class	
when	things	get	tough	and	for	always	
trying	her	best	in	every	lesson.	

Class Name Reason
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Tawny	Owl Nicholas	Mitchinson For	comple@ng	a	PowerPoint	in	his	own	
@me	to	share	with	Year	2&4	about	his	
holiday	to	the	Isle	of	Coll.

Snowy	Owl Noah	Fields For	showing	great	engagement	and	
working	hard	in	our	English	lessons.	

Grey	Hawk Ayesha	Parekh For	your	lovely,	descrip@ve	haikus	and	
tankas.

Harrier	Hawk James	Sumner For	a	superb	aHtude	and	lots	of	great	
input	in	lessons.

Golden	Eagle Aigerim	Aubakirova For	returning	to	school	and	making	a	
fantas@c	start	to	2022.

Imperial	Eagle Lily	Baladi For	consistent	hard	work	throughout	all	
her	subjects	this	week.

Class Name Reason
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SPECIALIST AWARDS 

Class Name Reason

Sport Jasmine	(Kingfishers) For	making	a	fantas@c	start	to	her	dodgeball	lessons.

Art Ayan	(Puffins) For	your	wonderful	drawing	and	general	par@cipa@on	
when	learning	about	Vincent	van	Gogh	in	you	first	art	
lesson	of	the	term.		

French Cosima	(Puffins) For	her	posi@ve	aHtude	and	her	regular	contribu@ons	
to	lessons.

Music Luka	(Puffins) For	listening,	concentra@ng	and	par@cipa@ng	well	in	
Music

Science Khush	(Harriers) For	his	fantas@c	efforts	in	making	a	mobile	of	the	Earth,	
Moon	&	Sun.
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NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT 
So it’s our first full week of lessons this week and it’s been great to get all the children back into learning 
their rugby, hockey and dodgeball. 

In dodgeball, the younger ones in KS1 have mostly been working on their throwing accuracy and 
technique, before they then progress onto throwing the balls at each other, which we imagine they’ll 
enjoy doing! The older KS2 children have this week been learning the official dodgeball rules that are 
taught all around the country. The children have picked this up well and we’ve had some highly 
entertaining games. It’s fair to say that dodgeball brings out arguably the most intense competitiveness 
from the children. To others watching, it’s a dodgeball game. To them, they’re going into battle. 

Our KS1 hockey players have been learning some of the 
fundamentals of the game this week, such as how to hold 
the hockey stick and their body position, as well as the all 
important safety rules to keep everyone as safe as 
possible. The older KS2 children have so far had a recap 
of how to hold their stick, how to dribble and how to 
push pass. We’re hoping in the coming weeks we can 
start to introduce some match play where they apply 
their individual skills into a competitive team scenario.  

In KS1 tag rugby the children have been playing lots of 
tagging games using the tags and tag belts which they’ll 
use once they start playing tag rugby matches with the 
ball. It’s important they understand the tagging aspect 
before introducing the ball. In Y3 tag rugby the children 
started with some tagging games to remind them of how 

the tagging works. They were then introduced to the correct passing technique, which for some can be 
tricky to get the hang of, as it’s very different to most other sports in terms of the sideways/backwards 
element and making sure you’re either in front or behind to pass or receive.  

The KS2 contact rugby players started off their season with one of the fundamental and most important 
aspects of contact rugby – tackling. Considering a lot of the children have not done rugby tackling for a 
while or not even done it at all, it’s a very important skill to introduce early on to get them used to the 
contact element and to learn the safest most efficient technique. 
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NEWS FROM ART DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 have started this term by exploring how people throughout history created art before paint, paintbrushes 
and canvases were invented. We discussed how natural materials such as mud, water, chalk or charcoal from the 
fire could be used to draw and paint with. Sticks, twigs, feathers and your hands also made perfect tools. We then 
thought we should try these materials out for ourselves and used as many natural materials as possible (including 
mud and sticks from the wild area) to make our own artworks! We then looked at the history of the Indigenous 
Australians and Torres Strait Islander peoples whose art was inspired by the Australian landscape and animals 
around them and included lots of symbols and dots.  

Have a look at the Art SharePoint pages for more pictures of our exploration in how to paint without paint!  
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NEWS FROM FRENCH DEPARTMENT 

Last week, on the 6th January, was Epiphany which is celebrated in France with a traditional cake 
called “La galette des rois”. A little porcelain charm or trinket (la fève) is hidden into the cake and 
the person who gets it when eating the “galette” becomes the king (le roi) or the queen (la reine) 
and wears a crown. These charms traditionally represent religious characters but they can be very 
different nowadays, animals, cartoon characters, toys… 

 

 

 

In KS1 we played “Pass la fève” with a song. When the music stopped the child who had the tin with 
“la fève” (the trinket) got to wear the crown and everyone cheered “Vive le roi” or “Vive la reine”! 
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NEWS FROM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

Out of this world! 

A new term means a new topic and the Year 5s were very excited to learn that over the 
next few weeks, they’re going to be learning all about Space! 

The first lesson focussed on the movements of the Earth and Moon around the Sun, so a 
few volunteers had a go at acting this out around the classroom. 

 

We then moved from using drama to using art to understand rotation and 
revolution. We used simple materials to create a mobile of the Earth, Moon and 

Sun. Take a look at the fantastic models below! 
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NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Descriptive Music 
Year 3 have begun this term with listening to Camille Saint Saëns ‘Carnival of the Animals’. They are finding 
out how music can depict different animals and the way they move. Sometimes the music is not what we’d 
expect but we were able to understand the reasoning behind the composer’s choices when we listened 
carefully and used our imaginations. 

Year 3 Music - Spring Term 2022 (sharepoint.com) 

Year 5 are developing their ukulele skills this term and have made a great start to revising the knowledge 
and skills gained last year as we prepare to embark on new and exciting pieces. 

 

Year 2 are learning how to play the recorder this term and they have already learned how to play B and A 
on the recorders with a good sound. 

Year 2 Music - Spring Term 2022 (sharepoint.com) 
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LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS 

Here we are, back at nursery for another exciting term.  

The children came back very happily and full of exciting news of holidays, Father Christmas, presents 
and family times.  

We are also thrilled to welcome a few new children and they too are settling very well.  

This past week has mainly been about welcoming everyone back and doing lots of playing.  

The Dormice have been learning about robins. What they look like, eat and where they live. They also 
made lovely round fluffy robins that look very smart on the new winter display board.  

The Field Mice have started a new topic on the Earth and where we live. This week it has involved 
learning about land, sea and air. They also did some special craft, each making a stunning earth that 
depicts the land and sea.  

What other exciting events and activities will take place this term? Keep watching and reading to find 
out.  
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RECEPTION NEWS 

This week we have been investigating  dinosaur poo to help us learn about  carnivores, 
herbivores, and omnivores. We became palaeontologists for the afternoon and searched 
though dinosaur poop, looking  for clues to tell us what they ate. We discovered bones, 
grass, leaves, meat, and broccoli  in the poo and were able to match it to the different 
dinosaurs!  It was a stinky job, but somebody had to do it! 
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YEAR 1 NEWS 
What a busy, first, full week back at school we have had in year 1! We started our new units on ‘Materials’ 
in science and ‘Our Country’ in topic. We looked at where the 4 countries of the UK are on a map and 
explored each countries flag. We all agreed that the dragon on the Welsh flag is pretty cool!  

During our work on materials, we investigated whether 
or not an object is bendy. Our teachers gave us some 
materials for us to test. We also had to make a 
prediction beforehand based on the properties of the 
materials.  

In literacy, we continued to focus on punctuation and 
‘What makes a sentence a sentence?’. Our teachers 
are on the look out for the correct use of capital letters 
and full stops!  

So far in maths, we have explored place value and 
addition. This week, we revisited number bonds to 10 
and some of us looked at bonds to 20. Well done to all 

of year 1 for working so hard on them!  

What a wonderful start to 2022! 
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YEAR 2 NEWS 

Welcome back and Happy New Year! It’s been lovely to see lots of smiling faces back for our Spring 
Term and we have settled back into Year 2 life so nicely. In Literacy, we have been working on some 
amazing alliteration and have created some magic poems- take a look at the display in the corridor 
to see some of our work. In Maths, we have focused on number this week and have been looking at 
rounding, number sequences and using mathematical symbols. We are really enjoying our new 
Geography topic and have been using atlases to find different cities and features within the UK. 
We’ve definitely got some future explorers in Year 2! Sport has been a highlight of this term so far 
and we are playing hockey, dodgeball and tag rugby, as well as going swimming. We’ve got a busy term 
ahead of us and we can’t wait! 
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YEAR 3 NEWS 

It has been a lovely start to the new year and the Spring term in year three. We have started 
exciting new topics in history and geography. In history, we delved into the Ancient Egyptians and 
looked into the key events and what it was like as a day in the life of an Ancient Egyptian. In 
geography, we explored rainforests around the world and located these on a world map. In 
English, we expressed our gratitude for the NHS workers who gave up their Christmases to look 
after the unwell and vulnerable and wrote them formal letters of thanks.  
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YEAR 5 NEWS 

This	week	year	5	have	been	taking	part	in	Bikeability.	Bikeability	is	a	na@onal	cycling	training	programme	to	ensure	
children	are	confident	with	their	skills	and	cycling	on	the	road.	Here	are	some	of	the	skills	the	children	developed	
this	week:		

vMaintaining	their	cycle:	make	sure	your	ride	is	in	@p-top	condi@on	and	make	simple	repairs	

vControlling	their	bike:	including	seHng	off,	cruising,	slowing	down,	braking	and	stopping.		

vBeing	aware	of	their	surroundings:	looking	behind	and	turning	around	obstacles.	

vStarJng	and	stopping	with	more	confidence	

vPassing	staJonary	vehicles	parked	on	a	road	

vUnderstanding	the	road:	signals,	signs	and	road	markings	

vNegoJaJng	the	road:	including	quiet	junc@ons,	crossroads	and	roundabouts	

Here	a	few	pictures	from	the	week,	but	do	check	out	the	year	5	class	pages	for	more.		

	



 14 JANUARY 2022

YEAR & ALUMNI EVENT 
On Tuesday evening we welcomed back the year 6 leavers of 2020-2021. It was great to catch up 
with everyone and hear about how well they have settled into life at Senior School. We are so 
proud of the great Chepstow House ambassadors that they have become.  
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