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Friday, 24 September 2021

Chepstow News
Keeping you up to date with school life

Message from Mrs Barr
Dear Parents,
This week in our school assembly we were joined by Colin from Stand By Me, our
international school charity. It was lovely to be able to welcome him back in person and for
him to share with us the updates from Dembi Dollo. Money raised last year was used to
supply food for the children and their families as due to lockdown the Abdi Academy was
closed. Colin also shared the smiling faces of the children holding up the many cards they
have received from our own children. Mrs Templeton, our Assistant Head Well-being, also
introduced and reminded us about all the charity events that we will be hosting this year to
continue to support Stand By Me, alongside our local charity that will be based around
mental health and well-being. I look forward to another year of successful charity raising.
Now that we are three weeks into the new school year, our SharePoint pages are beginning to
be filled with all the fantastic activities that the children are taking part in during their lessons.
Please do take time to view them with your children as this will provide an opportunity to
discuss and celebrate your child’s successes. As research shows, parents that take an interest
in their child’s learning are creating life long, sustainable learners – which all plays a great part
in creating mentally strong and resilient children. This week, I can particularly recommend
looking at the music SharePoint site.
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As always, please do keep up to date with events on Instagram sites:
Chepstow House School Instagram
Little Chepstow Nursery Instagram
Chepstow Sport Instagram
Chepstow Art Instagram
Best wishes

STARS OF THE WEEK
Class

Name

Reason

Robin

Rhea

For astounding phonics work and
blending of CVC words.

Sparrow

Hera

For getting changed into her school
uniform and sports kit independently
without getting any help from the
teacher. Amazing!

Wren

Mae

For your super perseverance when
sequencing your numbers
independently.

Pelican

Niko

For his awesome adding skills in
maths.
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Class

Name

Reason

Puffin

Mark

For working hard in your writing this
week.

Penguin

Federico

For coming into class each morning
with a smile on his face ready to
learn. Federico has such a positive
attitude!

Swallow

Charlie

For independently rounding four
digit numbers to the nearest ten and
hundred!

Kingfisher

Lev

For your fantastic work in maths
using your knowledge of number
bonds to support with addition
problems.

Swif

Altan

For your fantastic retelling of the
Great fire of London.

Woodpecker

Maximillian

For working hard to improve your
handwriting.

Woodlark

Alexa

For an excellent piece of descriptive
writing about Miss Trunchbull.
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Class

Name

Reason

Skylark

Powers

For a brilliant character description
of Miss Trunchbull which was packed
full of wonderful adjectives and
similes!

Tawny Owl

Nate

For completing excellent literacy
work which included fronted
adverbials, possessive apostrophes
and speech marks, all correctly used.

Snowy Owl

Alex

for writing a wonderful dialog using
speech punctuation.

Grey Hawk

Josephine

Harrier Hawk

Stella

For an excellent standard of work in
all lessons.

Golden Eagle

Finn

For consistently working hard in
every lesson.

Imperial Eagle

Anton

For your fantastic sentences using
figurative language.

For excellent focus and effort
throughout the week in all lessons.
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SPECIALIST AWARDS
Class

Name

Reason

Sport

Noah (Penguin)

For making a fantastic start to his swimming lessons.

Art

Stella (Tawny Owls)

For your detailed and expressive leaf drawing using
warm and cool colours.

French

Xanthe (Swallows)

For her focus in class and excellent listening skills when
sounding out the French alphabet.

Music

Milo (Skylark)

For making a strong, clear and confident sound on the
recorder.

Science

Holly (Skylarks)

For how well she has applied herself during her first KS2
science lessons.
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BEHAVIOUR AWARDS

Hardworking Badge

Name of Child

Reception
Robin

Ruby

Sparrow

Otis

Wren

George James

Year 1
Pelican

Riccardo

Puffin

Musa

Penguin

Maxim

Year 2
Swallow

Rafferty

Kingfisher

Charley

Swift

Alessandro

Woodpecker

Zena

Year 3
Skylark

Uma

Woodlark

Khalid

Year 4
Snowy Owl

Viktoria

Tawny Owl

Charlotte

Year 5
Grey Hawk

Amelie

Harrier Hawk

Khush

Year 6
Golden Eagle

Blake

Imperial Eagle

Ocean
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NEWS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT
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Here are some
wonderful selfportraits Year 1 did in
their art lessons this
week. Have a look at
the art SharePoint
page for more!
Miss Luke
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NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT
Another great week of sport here at Chepstow, accompanied by some lovely warm weather which is
always a nice bonus.
In KS1 football the children have started to play small 1v1, 2v2 and 3v3 games, encouraging them to try
and pass the ball to their team mates and to try and start to understand the concept of having different
players in different positions on the pitch. The reception children are continuing to work on their
individual skills, introducing some dribbling and passing through lots of fun games.
In the higher KS2 year groups, the children have been doing lots of competitive match-play in their
lessons, putting an extra emphasis on trying to take a first touch when receiving the ball instead of
kicking away straight away. They’ve taken this onboard well and it has improved their gameplay as a
team in their lessons.
The Y4s had their first fixture against Princes Gardens this week, coming away with a strong 5-0 win.
Leo Mosconi scored the majority, with Alex Eyerman also bagging a long range left footed belter.
Chepstow played fantastically and with great sportsmanship throughout. Player of the Match was Jack
Bradby.
In KS1 netball the children have been developing their knowledge of the three foundation passes;
chest, bounce and shoulder pass. They have then furthered these skills by introducing movement off
the ball in fun games. The children have really enjoyed learning the passes, and have a solid foundation
of skill ready for more game play.
In KS2 netball the children have been focussing on positional play and what the different roles mean
within the game. The year 4’s had their first netball match against Princes Garden’s School, with all
three teams showing excellent passing and movement skills. Chepstow brought home an amazing 12-4
win. Players of the match included Sofia, Greta and Aran. Fantastic play, well done Chepstow!
In KS1 lacrosse, the children are continuing to get the hang of how to hold the stick, how to scoop and
how to travel with the ball. They’ve also been introduced to some small 1v1 games to introduce
shooting the ball towards a goal.
In the higher years, they’re starting to progress to small sided games, introducing positional play to
encourage them to spread out and take on different roles/positions. They’re starting to realise that by
finding a space more quickly, they can move the ball towards their goal faster and more effectively
which is great to see and they’re also beginning to understand how to mark a player on the opposing
team to defend more effectively.
The Y1 swimmers this week started to work mostly on their front crawl legs, putting particular
emphasis on doing small fast kicks, pointed toes and long straight legs. The Y3&5s have been working
on their kicking for both front crawl and backstroke.
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NEWS FROM FRENCH DEPARTMENT

Happy European Day of Languages!
Every year on 26th September, this day
celebrates the 24 official European Union
languages within Europe. At Chepstow,
we have many multi-linguists.

How can you celebrate
European Day of
Languages?
➔ Watch or listen
to an episode of
your favourite
show with
subtitles or
sound in another
language.

➔ Say “Hello” in
different
languages

Can you guess
the following
languages?
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NEWS FROM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
STEM Club returns!

It is the turn of Years 3 and 4 to experience
the fun and excitement of STEM Club this
term. This week they were tasked with
trying to get a hard boiled egg into a conical
flask without touching it, using the science
of air pressure. This required using the
Bunsen burners and all sorts of other
scientific apparatus they hadn’t come across
before!

… and the Year 4s did a fantastic job of
modelling the particles in different states
of matter. Here they are pretending to be
a solid.. looks cosy!
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NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Ready to recorder?
Year 3 have started learning how to play the recorder this term. I have been impressed with
the number of children who have since brought in their own recorder, especially in the
Woodlark class. Thank you to the parents who are supporting this and encouraging their
children with continued practice at home. The lesson content is going up on Sharepoint each
week so that the children can revise the notes and pieces in their own time.
Remember to blow softly so that you don’t get any squeaks!

Next week, in assembly, we will have a special guest showing the children a very loud and
majestic instrument. I can’t wait!
Here are some other highlights from Music:
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ECO COMMITTEE
It was really exciting to have our first eco meeting on Wednesday! Our newly elected Eco
Warriors wrote down why they wanted to be a part of the committee with answers ranging from
wanting to reduce paper waste to wanting to learn more about gardening.
We also completed an ‘environmental review’ to evaluate what we are doing well at Chepstow
and our areas for development.
Finally, we brainstormed things we’d like to focus on this year… watch this space!
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LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS

The new academic year has started with great excitement at Little Chepstow.
Our Field Mice class came back very happily and have settled into their new class and routine quickly. This
week they have enjoyed exploring the new surroundings and reconnecting with friends.
Our Little Dormice are settling really well and given that this is the first week of normal hours for them, we
are delighted that they are happy and generally staying by themselves.
The sun has been kind an enabled us all to enjoy the playground and our lovely outside spaces.
The most exciting event was a visit by a wonderful Mariachi Band who helped us celebrate Mexican
Independence Day. We all had such fun shaking maracas and dancing around to such cheerful tunes.
What a special and exciting day that was! J

Don’t forget to check out our Instagram page for all the photos from this week
@littlechepstownurseryschool
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RECEPTION NEWS
This week we read the colour monster by Anna Llenas, which invited lots of wonderful discussion
around colours and emotions. The children had lots of fun identifying their own feelings by creating their
own colour monsters.

In maths we are exploring numbers to 10 and understanding that each number we say is a quantity. We
spoke about the three different representations for the numbers 1–10: the number name, the numeral, and
a picture or set of objects showing the quantity.

YEAR 1 NEWS
We’ve had a great week in year 1. In literacy we began our unit on ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’. We
immersed ourselves in the story by listening to the wonderful Michael Rosen perform it. Later on in the
week, we wrote sentences describing the character of the bear and really focused on using detailed
adjectives.
In maths, we explored number bonds to 10 and
20. We went on a little hunt around the
classroom to try and work out the missing
numbers in the number sentence. After, we used
Numicon to help support our visual
understanding of making 10 and even got to
write on the tables!
In geography, we looked at the UK weather
patterns in relation to seasons and discussed
what we might wear and do during each month.
In science, we named different parts of the body
and looked at how we all grow at different rates.
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YEAR 2 NEWS
What an amazing week in year two! In literacy we have been working on the spooky story A dark,
dark tale. We have been thinking of adjectives to describe scary settings and have really impressed
our teacher with the vocabulary we were able to come up with. In maths we have been working on
column addition and have put so much effort into learning a formal mathematical method. We and
have continued our learning on The Great Fire of London and have all had a turn at being Samuel
Pepys this week, writing diaries about what he experienced during the fire. Our enthusiasm for
learning across all four classrooms has been infectious and we are working so, so hard!

24 SEPTEMBER 2021

YEAR 3 NEWS
In year 3 we have had another fantastic week!
In English, we have been exploring word classes and
shape poems. From growling jaguars to slithering snakes,
we have written shape poems about lots of animals using
onomatopoeia, powerful synonyms, alliteration and
repetition! In maths, we have been practising our
addition skills, both mentally and with written column
addition. We have continued travelling back in time to
the Stone Age in history and we learned more about
hunter-gatherers through the story of Stone Age Boy. We
wrote diary entries imagining we had fallen into the
Stone Age ourselves and what we would have seen and
done! In geography, we have continued to explore the
local area and we looked at both physical and human
features.
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YEAR 4 NEWS
We had a lovely week in year 4.
It started off with fantastic wins during our football and netball fixtures. We were so proud as they were
our first fixtures of the year.
In class we learnt a lot about life in the Roman times. We found out about the spread of the Roman
empire and were surprised to find out that the Roman army conquered most of Europe but never invaded
Scotland.
We loved finding out about life in the Roman army. We were shocked to find out about the training that
soldiers had to do and about the punishments they had if they didn’t follow the orders. We also discussed
the role of women at the time and the contrast between their position in society in the Celtic society and
in the Roman society. We were very surprised to find out how different they were.
After learning so much about the Roman army in History. We decided to create calligram poems in
English. We studied the features and wrote wonderful free verse poems using figurative language,
alliterations and onomatopoeia. We then turned them into calligrams ready to display in our classroom
and share with our parents and friends.
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YEAR 5 NEWS

It's been another busy week in the Grey Hawks! Our time-table is chock-a-block and we have
been working so hard. 


In maths, we looked at multiplication and
revised key vocabulary such as multiple and
factor, mental strategies and written methods. 


Our Cypher lessons have been fascinating! We've been learning how to code using brackets,
semi colons and commas. We made shapes on the screen using equations with X and Y
coordinates. 

In history, we reported on the findings at Sutton Hoo and interviewed the archaeologists who
discovered them to learn more about the person we think they belonged to. 

You could've heard a pin drop as we read through 'The Highwayman' poem and we all had goose
bumps when we reached the dramatic climax where Bess' musket shattered the moonlight. We
identified figurative language in the poem such as assonance, alliteration and metaphors then
finished the week by writing a narrative piece in the shoes of one of the main characters. 

In French, we learnt all about accents and
sang a fun song with actions to help us
remember the different dashes and
squiggles above and below the letters. 
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YEAR 6 NEWS

After another week of challenging assessments, tests and tea with Mrs Barr, year 6 have
been thoroughly enjoying friendships and fun at break time. Well done for all the hard
work, year 6!

