
Message from Mrs Barr 

Dear Parents 
  
With another week going by in a flash, I am beginning to see some lovely work appearing in books and on the boards 
around the school. I also know that the teachers have been working hard on crea>ng their SharePoint pages in order to 
give you an insight into class life. Please do take a moment to view these with your children, as I am sure it will help jog 
their memories and give you a >me to reflect together. 
  
As we are slowly working through the aCermath of lockdown and thinking towards the future, I thought it would be 
useful to share with you each week the Mindfulness themes that Miss Salt is introducing to the staff and children. This 
week they have been thinking about everyone and everything that they are grateful for. 
  
‘There is extensive research to show that deliberately focusing on the good things in our lives - prac>sing gra>tude - can 
improve our wellbeing. It is easy to give in to our natural nega>vity bias as our brains strive to protect us from harm, but 
we can counter that by deliberately focusing on what is good, even during challenging >mes.’ 
  
I know for some children it is hard to talk about what they have done at school and oCen they want to share things that 
have gone wrong rather than right. Perhaps rephrasing the ques>on from, How was your day at school?  to -  What 
made you smile today? will help focus on a posi>ve thought and lead to a more animated discussion of their day. 
  
On another note of thoughOulness and phrasing, we have always been proud of our open rela>onship with you as 
parents and we want to maintain this even though access to the school is more restricted. Unfortunately, wriQen 
communica>on will no doubt become more of the norm.  A note or an email can some>mes be misconstrued as it does 
not convey intona>on, can be wriQen in haste or does not allow for an insight into the bigger picture behind it. 
Wherever possible, we would prefer to either communicate through Zoom, Teams or phone in order to mi>gate any of 
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these issues. However, this will not always be possible, with this in mind, please can we work together to ensure wriQen 
correspondence on both sides remains courteous and respecOul. Our aim is to maintain the harmonious rela>onship 
throughout the school which makes Chepstow the community that it is. 
  
Please do remember, for an informal opportunity for you to get to know each other, the class teachers are on the gate or 
in the playground at the start or end of the day and are happy to speak with you then.  

Best wishes 
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DIARY DATES W/C 21st September 2020 

Don’t forget to check the school website a for full details of school events 

Chepstow House Weekly Diary Dates

Year Group Event For further informa<on please see: 

(All sports informa<on on FROG)

Recep<on

Year 1

Year 2 ➢ Year 2 Informa>on Session (25/09/20) ➢ Email/Website 

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Whole school ➢ Children Photographs (21/09/2020) 
➢  Nursery Sibling Photographs (22/09/20) 
➢ Harvest (22/09/20) 
➢ Paren<ng Workshop (24/09/20) 

➢ Email 
➢ Email 
➢ Website 
➢ Website/LeQer 
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STAR OF THE WEEK 
Class Name Reason

Robin Maximilian For being brave on your first week of 
school.

Sparrow Thomas For being such a brave boy and 
seQling into school.

Wren Ava For your fantas>c first week in the 
Wren class and for always smiling

Parrot Zena For your super effort in the first week 
of year 1 and having such a posi>ve 

abtude to learning

Pelican Leila For her great start to year one

Puffin Xanthe For being kind this week
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Penguin Max For making such a posi>ve start to 
year 1

Swallow Nour For your crea>vity and enthusiasm 
during our word aware sessions

Kingfisher The Whole Class For coming to school with such 
vigour and energy. It is lovely to be 

teaching you!

Woodpecker India For using great adjec>ves in your 
holiday wri>ng

Woodlark Shy’m For seQling into the woodlarks so 
well. She is always doing the right 
thing, listening to instruc>ons and 

sebng a good example.

Skylark Lochlan For star>ng the year with a brilliant 
abtude and determina>on to 

succeed.

Shorelark Arlo For having such a posi>ve abtude 
and trying his best all week.

Class Name Reason
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Tawny Owl Dhruv For your incredibly posi>ve, hard 
working and determined abtude to 

your learning.

Snowy Owl Bea For a fantasic start of year 4 and 
great par>cipa>on in class.

Grey Hawk Nicholas For an enthusias>c start to year 5 
and willingness to share his ideas

Harrier Hawk Finn For a posi>ve and enthusias>c start 
to year 5

Red-Tailed 
Hawk

Anton For seQling in to year 5 so seamlessly 
and being a wonderful asset to the 

class

Golden Eagle Zef For seeking out the finer details in all 
subjects this week

Class Name Reason
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SPECIALIST AWARDS 

Imperial Eagle Emma For never giving up despite being 
under the weather

Class Name Reason

Class Name Reason

Sport Alexander Understanding the pass and move concept of 
netball.

Art Maya Wonderful contribu>on to our Art discussion

Music Sama Listening and par>cipa>ng so well in Music

Science Cammie For an amazing and imagina>ve lab safety 
poster 
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NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
The new Music classroom is up and running, and Miss Aves has enjoyed mee>ng all the children in KS1 and KS2 this 
week. We have been doing names games and clapping through our rhythm rules. 

 

In addi>on, this week all the singing and instrumental lessons began again. It’s wonderful to see how many of our 
children have taken up learning an instrument, whether in school or outside of school. 
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NEWS FROM ART DEPARTMENT 
It’s been a wonderfully crea>ve start to the year, in which we welcome Miss Luke into the classroom as our new TA.  We 
have been learning all about our new cleaning systems in the Art room to ensure we stay safe in the ways we work, 
along with sebng our sketch books up with amazing >tle pages to create a WOW factor as soon as you open their books. 
A big welcome to all our new families and welcome back to all our returning families.  

Mrs Muscat 
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NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT 
This week in football the children have been focusing on finding spaces on the pitch and dribbling and shoo>ng towards 
goal. Key Stage 2 children have also put emphasis on learning a variety of posi>ons on the pitch by incorpora>ng zonal 
play within their lessons. During netball lessons the children have recapped correct techniques for the three types of 
passing and correct hold for shoo>ng during game play. In our cricket lessons this week all children have been working 
on over arm bowling towards targets, to improve accuracy from a sta>c posi>on. Some children have also developed this 
skill to include a short run up to generate power.  

 

i 

 18 SEPTEMBER 2020

INSTAGRAM
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NEWS FROM FRENCH DEPARTMENT 
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In French, this week, we focused on gree>ngs and using correct pronuncia>on. We learned to 
pronounce the alphabet and some key French leQer sounds. The children had fun playing sound 
bingo.

We had fun singing quietly some gree>ngs ac>on songs (Bonjour les amis), mouthing the words 
silently, prac>sing ar>cula>ng the sounds.



NEWS FROM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT  
Year 3 had a lot of fun this week studying Forces in Science. 

To model Balanced and Unbalanced Forces, we held a mini Tug of War tournament! 

Well done to Tom and Ora who were the victors in this round (photo aQached), but a much bigger well done to all 
students who used the key words they’d learnt in this lesson to explain why they won! 
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LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS 
“We are back!” Is what one of our three year old children shouted with glee this week.  

Indeed we are and are delighted to be so. The autumn term at LiQle Chepstow has started in wonderful fashion. It has 
been filled with sunshine, lots of outside play, a delicious ice cream stand, together with lashings of fun and laughter.  

We are so proud of our youngest children as they all step out onto the path of nursery educa>on. It has (touch wood), 
been an amazing week with really seQled children. Many are walking in full of confidence, with hardly a backwards 
glance.  

This past week has been simply about seQling all the children into school, to make sure that they are happy, and ready to 
move into some really exci>ng ac>vi>es and topics as the weeks progress. Watch this space for more news. ☺ 

Don’t forget to check out our Instagram page for all the photos from this week 
@littlechepstownurseryschool 
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RECEPTION NEWS 
Firstly, welcome to Recep>on! We have had such a fantas>c two weeks at school and are so proud of the children. They 
are already seQling in so well! We have been very busy learning the rules and rou>nes of school and gebng to know 
each other. 

The children have enjoyed sharing family photographs and drawing pictures of themselves in their new school uniform. 

This week we started our phonics, maths and literacy lessons. Be sure to check out our sharepoint pages to see some of 
our fantas>c work. 
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YEAR 1 NEWS 
What a wonderful start to Year 1! It has been lovely to see all of our friends and be back in school. 

In literacy we have been working hard and learning our high frequency words. We’ve also been trying to remember what 
makes a good sentence and we even made tool kits to help remind us to use capital leQers and full stops! 

In maths we have been ordering numbers 1 – 20 and beyond. We worked in groups and used team work to match 
numbers to quan>ty and their number word. Team work and perseverance really helped us complete our task. Look how 
pleased we are! 
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YEAR 2 NEWS 
Welcome back year 2 and well done for your first week of school, it has been so much fun! We have started to learn 
about The Great Fire of London and living things. We have had some great ques>ons and discussions. Well done for 
revising all the tricky maths and gebng back into rou>ne. We know its hard aCer the holidays and lock down. We are so 
proud of your enthusiasm and your responsible abtude towards the new school layout and rou>ne in school. We are all 
so excited to have you all back.  

Year 2 teachers 
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YEAR 3 NEWS 
WOW! What a fantas>c start to year 3! It’s been wonderful to see all of the children so smiley and seQled in school. In 
Literacy, we have been reading the book Ma>lda and have been exploring the characters with a focus on descrip>ve 
devices including adjec>ves and similes. On Thursday, we became punctua>on ninjas and had great fun. Look how 
awesome we are!  

In maths, we have been focusing on place value prac>sing par>>oning, comparing and wri>ng the numbers in words. All 
of the children have been so focused and have preserved throughout. We have gone back in >me in history, beginning 
our explora>on of the Stone Age era. Did you know they dressed in animal skin and used bones as jewellery?  
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YEAR 4 NEWS 
We’ve had a fantastic start to year 4. The children have demonstrated being respectful, being well mannered and they 
have certainly shown how hardworking they can be. We have focused on addition in maths this week. We added them 
using the column method, solved missing number as well as word problems and worked on an investigation too. In 
English, we are continuing to focus on grammar and are making sure that we are confident with key skills such as using 
apostrophes and using sentence openers.  



YEAR 5 NEWS 
In year 5, we are all so happy to be back at school. We spent last week doing lots of lovely wellbeing ac>vi>es whilst 
gebng to know each other and, this week, have thrown ourselves in to the year 5 curriculum. Our English began by 
revising key skills from year 4 such as iden>fying word types, selec>ng powerful vocabulary and construc>ng compound 
and complex sentences. In Maths, we revisited place value before working on addi>on and subtrac>on. Our new RE 
topic saw us researching key facts about Chris>anity and Judaism and learning about how many followers they have... 
though their followers are not on Instagram as the children suggested!  
 



YEAR 6 NEWS 
We have loved being back at school and have had a fantas>c start. It is good to see the children catching up with their 
friends and gebng stuck into the 11+ prepara>on. Last week, we created displays on ‘How we Learn’ and ‘Paths to 
Success’. We asked the children to consider their approach to learning in order to develop more awareness of this 
process. They created posters to remind them of these crucial skills; these are on display in the classroom and on the 
year 6 SharePoint pages. In History, we have started learning about the Early Islamic Civilisa>on and how the culture 
spread throughout the world. Year 6 are keen to begin their roles of responsibili>es. The House Captains have had their 
first mee>ng, the Eco Warriors are mee>ng soon as well as the school council. The Head Boy and Head Girl have 
introduced themselves to the school in assembly via a video on the school rules and behaviour badges. Have a look at 
this link to watch the video.  

hQps://livealphaplusgroupco.sharepoint.com/sites/CHS-Year6/SitePages/Golden-Eagle-Autumn-Term.aspx  
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