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Chepstow News
Keeping you up to date with school life

Message from Mrs Barr
Dear Parents
A happy New Year to you all and welcome back. I do hope that it was a festive break for everyone.
I was welcomed back with a surprise assembly celebrating 10 years of Chepstow House School. Having a
small presentation planned of memories from the first day to share, I was usurped by a CNN news report.
Thank goodness that I was sat amongst the children to view it, where I could not be seen, as it really was an
emotional tribute with children, past and present, parents, staff and representatives from our charities
reflecting on our 10 years and what Chepstow House means to them.
It was all cleverly planned and executed by Mrs Bride-Mayor, Mrs Templeton, Miss O’Grady, Mr and Mrs Raad
and a couple of extremely talented children who managed to keep the secret all to themselves. A huge thank
you seems too small a gesture to express my gratitude after such a thoughtful, touching and wonderful gift. I
feel extremely blessed.
Thank you also to Mrs Vickery for the delicious CHS branded chocolate cake, that I could actually eat.
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I am currently looking to find the best way to show the production within the school for you to view with your
children. I am quite sure inspiration will strike soon.
It only leaves me now to say, roll on the next 10 years.
Best wishes

,

DIARY DATES W/C 13th January
Chepstow House Weekly Diary Dates
Year Group

Event

For further information please see:
(All sports information on FROG)

Reception

➢

Year 1

➢

Year 3

Reception Workshop (16/01/2020)

➢

Email

Year 1 Trip to Williams F1 Base (14/01/2020)

➢

Website

➢

Year 3 Tag Rugby Vs Redcliffe (14/01/2020)

➢

Website & Evolve

Year 4

➢

Year 4 Coffee Morning (17/01/2020)

➢

Website

Year 5

➢

Year 5 Rugby Vs St James (Boys) (16/01/2020)

➢

Website & Evolve

➢

Clubs start (13/01/2020)

Year 2

Year 6

Year 7
Whole school

Don’t forget to check the school website and FROG for full details of school
events and sports fixtures
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MERITS AWARDED THIS WEEK

Blenheim

Portobello

Lancaster

Ladbroke
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NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Roll up roll up… In the year 2020, spring term, the music department would like to announce the upcoming
shows:
Year 2 - ‘Plastic Pirates’ Musical (March 26th)
Year 1 - Easter songs (TBC)
And (drum roll)…
Chamber choir - ‘The Battle of Trafalgar’ (March 16th)

This last show, held at Cadogan Hall, is particularly exciting, as our choir will be joining forces with Falcon
girls to sing as the Chorus, accompanying none other than the London Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, in this
musical based on the events in the battle of Trafalgar.
The other exciting element to this show is the audience participation, which will involve years 3 and 6 in the
seating, joining in to sing sections of the show, alongside other schools. :

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this week
@chepstowhouseschool
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NEWS FROM ART DEPARTMENT
Well done to Year 5 Grey Hawkes and Harrier Hawkes on their group pieces of the renowned artists, Salvador
Dali and Andy Warhol. These 2 works of art are inspired by another amazing artist Chuck Close, who
overcame learning issues and then physical pain and impairment to create amazing, larger-than-life portraits.
The children individually worked on one of twenty panels that once put together, reveal the depicted
portraits through their use of a range of tints, tones and patterns. You can see them close up in the dining
hall.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all
the photos from this week @chepstowhouseschoolart

INSTAGRAM
Follow us on
@chepstowhouseschoolart
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NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT
During the spring term the children will play a variety of sports, in KS1 all children will have a weekly tag
rugby, hockey and dance lesson. The year 2 students will be swimming every Thursday. In KS2 every class will
have one dance lesson and one off site rugby or hockey lesson, the KS2 children will also have the
opportunity to play in fixtures against other schools in and around west London.

Upcoming fixtures –
Tuesday 14th January –
•

Year 3 tag rugby vs Redcliffe @ Linford Christie – 2.15pm start time

Thursday 16th January –
•

Year 5 rugby vs St James’ @ Linford Christie – 2.15pm start time

i

INSTAGRAM
Follow us on
@chepstowhouseschoolsport
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NEWS FROM FRENCH DEPARTMENT
We have been talking this week about ‘La Galette des Rois’, a flat cake made especially for the Epiphany,
traditionally observed on January 6th, a biblical date to celebrate the arrival the three Kings or the three Wise
Men, visiting Jesus in his manger.
The custom is to hide a little charm or fève within, and the lucky guest who finds it is crowned King or Queen.
That’s the reason why, when you buy a Galette des Rois in the bakery, a paper crown will be included.

Here is an easy and quick version of the galette:

Ingredients (Serves 6-8)
2 circles of puff pastry (pâte feuilletée) refrigerated
100 g butter (softened)
150 g powdered almonds
1 teaspoon of flour
3 eggs, separated
vanilla essence
1 fève (small porcelain figurine or metal charm)
Making the galette:
Pre-heat the oven to 200 degrees C.
With a whisk, cream the butter and mix in the powdered almonds, and flour.
Beat the three egg yolks and add to the almond mixture, a little at a time. Incorporate vanilla.
Place one pastry round on a baking sheet. Spoon the almond and egg mixture into the centre. Insert the fève into
the mixture about two inches from the edge.
Mix the egg whites with two teaspoons of water. Use pastry brush to wet 1/2″ edge around pastry round with egg
mixture to form a seal. Place other pastry round on top and gently pinch edges. Then with the pastry brush wet
top of pastry with egg wash mixture to give it a shiny finish.
Score an inner circle about half an inch from the edge minding that the cut does not go all the way through the
pastry. In the same way, very lightly score a pattern or a few lines on the top to let the steam out while baking.
Bake about 25-30 minutes or until the top turns golden and the edges puff up. Cool on a wire rack then serve at
room temperature and remember keep the paper crown handy for the lucky winner to wear.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from
this week @chepstowhouseschool
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NEWS FROM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
The children used an appropriate scale to plot the Solar System within the school, from one end to
the other. They measured the distances between the planets and the Sun, placing the planets at
their correct orbital distances. They were surprised to discover how distant Neptune is from the Sun.
It does not even fit in the playground!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from
this week @chepstowhouseschool
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LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS
How lovely to be back to start a new year, indeed, new decade and new term at Little Chepstow.
The children have come back in full of excitement and tales of their holidays and Christmas presents. Sounds
like everyone has had an amazing time!
So this week really has been all about settling back into nursery. As well as this, the Dormice have been
learning all about Winter. They have had ice play and leant about where penguins and polar bears live.
The Field Mice are starting a new topic on The World and this week have been discussing the three elements
or air, water and soil. They are now very skilled at sorting pictures into the correct groups and the
conversation has also turned to other planets and the atmosphere.
They mild start to the year has meant plenty of outside play opportunities and bike riding. We love our
playground!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from
this week @littlechepstownursery

10 JANUARY 2020

RECEPTION NEWS
Welcome back and Happy New Year! Reception are so excited because this term we are learning all about
dinosaurs! Make sure you take a look at our fantastic dinosaur displays in the corridors. This week we have
been reading ‘Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs’ and learning the names of different dinosaurs. We used
our phonics to label the different body parts of a dinosaur and even drew and painted dino pictures. In
maths, it was so much fun finding out about 3D shapes and learning all about faces, vertices and edges. We
can’t wait to see what this term has in store for us!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from
this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 1 NEWS
Our first week back has been filled with fun and learning! We’ve enjoyed writing our holiday news and sharing
our experiences with our friends. Our new story this term is Golidlocks and the Three Bears. We have been
writing character descriptions and sketched Goldilocks and the bears.
In maths we’ve been learning about how important it is to tell the time. We made our own clocks and now
know what position the clock hands are for home time. It was so much fun playing What’s the time Mr Wolf
using a giant clock!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from
this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 2 NEWS
A very Happy New Year from year 2. We have come straight back into the new term full of energy and
enthusiasm. In English, we have been discussing alliteration to help us in our poetry writing. Our poems are
based on the poem ‘In The Magic Box’. We began by thinking about what a teacher would keep in their box;
essentials noted by the children included – books to mark, pens and coffee! We then thought about what a
wizard, explorer or pirate would keep in their box and wrote our poems around this. We can’t wait to share
them with you!
Year 2 can’t wait for all the Christmas fun next week!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from
this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 3 NEWS
Happy new year and welcome back! We’ve hit the ground running this week with two exciting new topics in
History and Geography: Ancient Egypt and Rainforests. In English, we’ve been revising key grammar
vocabulary and learning how powerful verbs can change the tone of a piece of writing. In Maths, we’ve been
looking at place value, and PSHE was all about peer pressure. We’re excited to be trying new sports this term
with children playing hockey and rugby on Fridays as well as having dance lessons with Miss White. It looks
like it’s going to be a fun term!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this week
@chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 4 NEWS
Happy New Year!
On Tuesday, we visited a Hindu Mandir temple. We learned that each part of the temple was carved in India
with Italian stone and then shipped to London without a single piece being damaged. We briefly visited the
Gods in the shrines, before the doors were closed in order to allow the Gods to eat and rest.
In English, we read the myths of Theseus and the Minotaur and Apollo and the Chimera before thinking
about the similarities and differences. We noticed that in both stories there was a helper, special items and a
mythical beast.
We can’t wait to find out more about Ancient Greece in our new history topic.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this week
@chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 5 NEWS
Happy New Year! We hope you had an enjoyable Christmas break. Since being back at school we have loved
hearing about all the adventures, holidays and activities the children got up to over their time off! However,
we have hit the ground running and have quickly settled back into the school routine. In English we have
written book reviews and started studying poetry, in particular we looked at ways in which to analyse a poem.
We read ‘The Listeners’ by Walter de la Mare and established that the poem had one stanza, rhyming
couplets in a scheme of ABCB and alliterations like ‘forest’s ferny floor’. We looked at the theme of the poem
and the tone, how the reader is drawn in and how it made us, as the reader, feel. Next we looked at
‘Adlestrop’ by Edward Thomas and wrote a description about the poem itself (see photo of Coco).
Meanwhile, in Maths, we have been focusing our attention on the four operations and broadening our
knowledge on different strategies to solving problems.
Sport has changed for this term. On Wednesdays children will be doing dance during their onsite sports
lesson with Miss White, Thursdays there will continue to be swimming or a fixture and on Fridays children will
either do rugby or hockey for their offsite sports lesson (which will be taught at Linford Christie). Hockey
players MUST have shin pads and a mouth guard and rugby players MUST have a mouth guard for their
Friday lesson!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this week
@chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 6 NEWS
Happy New Year! In year 6 we all had a wonderful and exciting holiday time (the words of the children!). I am
very pleased with every child’s attitude, they are demonstrating a mature and considerate approach both in
lessons and in social situations. This is great to see during our busy 11+ assessment time. This week it is a
busy and unusual time as the children are in and out of school due to their Senior School assessments. This
means during the school day we are working to ensure children have English, Maths and Reasoning revision
together with completing a Geography project. Our Geography project is a country study of each child’s
choice, we are looking forward to having these on display in the upcoming weeks.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this week
@chepstowhouseschool
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ECO COMMITTEE NEWS
Next week we will be beginning an exciting, nationwide challenge to encourage more children and their
families to walk to school. ‘WOW’ (Walk Once a Week) is coordinated by Living Streets, a UK charity for
everyday walking, to help as many children as possible experience the benefits that walking to school brings.
WOW is a pupil-led initiative where children self-report how they get to school every day. If they travel
sustainably (walk, scoot or cycle) once a week for a month, they get rewarded with a badge. It’s that easy!
What are the benefits of walking to school? Walking to school helps children feel happier and healthies and
they arrive refreshed, fit and ready to learn. More families walking means fewer cars on the road during the
school run, helping to reduce congestion and pollution at the school gates.
What if you can’t walk to school? If you live too far away or don’t have time to walk the whole way to
school, you can Park and Stride to help your child earn their WOW badge. Park or hop off public transport at
least ten minutes away from school and walk the rest of the way.
Did you know? The WOW badges are made using excess yoghurt-pot material previously destined for
landfill and are produced in the UK, minimising their carbon footprint. If the pin is removed, they can also be
recycled.
We can’t wait to get started!
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BOOK SWAP NEWS
Books aren’t just for Christmas!
You might have noticed already that we have a new addition to our main
entrance: our book swap. Mr Mike and Mr Les worked incredibly hard on it
over the last few weeks and it is now ready to use. For it to be successful
we are counting on it working on a ‘take one, give one’ basis so please
remember to bring in your unwanted books if you would like to take new
ones.

Enjoy reading!"

