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Chepstow News
Keeping you up to date with school life

Message from Mrs Barr
Dear Parents
The Christmas merriments are well on the way at Chepstow House School, with the Reception Nativities
starting us off. As always I am amazed at how our young children perform with such confidence and charm,
and this year was another fantastic example of this. Our visitor Graham Able, Deputy Chairman of the Alpha
Plus Group, was thoroughly enthralled emailing afterwards to say ‘What a delight! The Reception boys and
girls performed with such obvious enjoyment: they did their teachers proud and entertained us wonderfully.’ I
certainly could not say it better myself. The music, costumes and enthusiasm certainly sang out throughout
the school and brought on that festive spirit. Well done and thank you to the entire Reception team for their
hard work that goes on behind the scenes. You definitely deserve a restful Christmas break.
We now look forward to the Nursery productions, the year 1 and 2 Winter Festive song recital and the year 3
and 4 Carol Concert. We really will be ready for the festive season by the end of this term.
Best wishes

,

https://
twitter.com/

@chepstowho
useschool

www.facebook.c
om/
chepstowhousesc
hool
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DIARY DATES W/C 9th December
Day of the Week
Monday 9th December

Event

Further Information

➢ Yr 4 Romans Day
➢ Year 1 & 2 Winter Festival

Songs

The winter songs will start at 2.30pm.
Refreshments are available from
2.00pm.

Tuesday 10th December
Wednesday 11th December

➢ Year 3 & 4 Carol Concert

This event will take place at 5.30pm in
the main hall. Mulled wine will be
served in the gym hall from 5pm.
Please note that Year 3 & 4 children
will remain in school on this day. A
substantial afternoon snack will be
provided.

Thursday 12th December
Friday 13th December

➢ Chepstow Does Christmas
➢ Last Day of Term (Half Day) Pick up Times:
➢ Friendship Fun Day – nonschool uniform (Christmas
Jumpers)

Reception - 12.00pm
Year 1 - 12.15pm
Years 2&3 - 12.30pm
Year 4 - 12.35pm
Year 5 – 7 - 12:40pm

Don’t forget to check the school website and FROG for full details of school
events and sports fixtures
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STARS OF THE WEEK
Class

Name

Reason

Robin

Sybil

For being a real super star with
her writing and our nativity
singing.

Sparrow

Lila

For your awesome singing and
dancing in our Nativity!

Wren

Zena

For your excellent effort when
singing in our Nativity rehearsals.

Starling

Xanthe

For your wonderful independent
writing.

Pelican

Erin

For her positive attitude towards
her studies.

Puffin

Amir

For your beautiful handwriting
and great attitude towards all
your work.

Class

Name

Reason

Penguin

Callan

For adding some amazing
adjectives to your Little Red
Riding Hood Big Write.

Swallow

Georgia

For perservering when exploring
equivalent fractions.

Kingfisher

Otis

For thinking more about his letter
formation

Woodpecker

Lev

For his fantastic range of time
connectives and paragraphs in his
diary entry big write.

Woodlark

Ginevra

For working so hard on your
times tables

Skylark

Maximilian

For his detailed of a winter scene.

Tawny Owl

Dexter

For using your spare time to
inspire others to be creative.
Keep it up!

Barn Owl

Mila

For always being such a kind,
caring and conscientious member
of the class
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Class

Name

Reason

Snowy Owl

Ariella

For your enthusiasim and
continuous effort in writing

Harrier
Hawk

Tarun

For his enthusiasim and
contribution during all word
aware lessons

Grey Hawk

Michael

For always showing kindness and
empathy to others

Golden
Eagle

Coco

For excellent improvement in
accuracy and fluency in her
assessments.

WELL DONE TO ALL OUR STARS THIS WEEK!
SPECIALIST AWARDS
Class

Name

Reason

Sport

Clementine

Art

Alex

Expressionistic, distorted self-portrait

French

Rohan

Great progress and good written work
neatly presented.

Music

Bea

For making great progress in her netball
lessons and matches

In recognition of how much she has grown
in confidence this Autumn term.
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BEHAVIOUR AWARD
Well done to the following children who were awarded the
behaviour badge for being RESPONSIBLE this week.
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MERITS AWARDED THIS WEEK

Blenheim

Portobello

Lancaster

Ladbroke
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NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Well it is December, the decorations are going up and as the song goes, it’s beginning to feel a lot like
Christmas around here. Below you can find a few behind the scenes shots of the action taking place, in
preparation for the shows this week and next:

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this week
@chepstowhouseschool
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NEWS FROM ART DEPARTMENT
This week, Year 4 had the honour of seeing themselves hanging in the main Duveen Galleries in the Tate
Britain. They participated in the significant, historical art project by acclaimed artist and director Steve
McQueen known as the Year 3 Project. They, along with almost 75,000 other London Year 3 students were
photographed earlier this year to document a time in a child’s life that the artist feels is quite pivotal.
There’s an urgency to reflect on who we are and our future […] to have a visual reflection on the people
who make this city work. I think it’s important and in some ways urgent.
Steve McQueen (https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-britain/exhibition/steve-mcqueen-year-3)
It was amazing seeing ourselves hanging in the gallery.

INSTAGRAM
Follow us on
@chepstowhouseschoolart

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all
the photos from this week @chepstowhouseschoolart
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NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT
Players of the term – Autumn

KS1 netballer of the term – Jasmine M
KS1 footballer of the term – Leonardo M
Lacrosse player of the term – Veronika
Gymnastics award – Shy’m

Year 3 –
Netballer of the term – Zoe
Footballer of the term – Dom

Year 4 –
Netballer of the term – Clementine
Netballer of the term – Mila

Year 5 –
Netballer of the term – Nikole
Footballer of the term – Aurelien

Year 6/7 –
Netballer of the term – Ellie
Footballer of the term – Alexander N
i

INSTAGRAM
Follow us on
@chepstowhouseschoolsport
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NEWS FROM FRENCH DEPARTMENT
In French this week…..
Year 1 and Year 2 have been singing a song about Christmas “Noel” by Versini.
Year 3 had fun performing a role-play saying where it hurts at the doctor’s.
Year 4 and Year 5 revised what they have been learning this term.
Year 6 learned vocabulary for a winter poem about a snowman “Chanson pour les enfants l’hiver” by Jacques
Prévert.
Year 7 have been busy with their end of term assessments.

Remember to use Frog and Linguascope to revise and practise your French at
home!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from
this week @chepstowhouseschool
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LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS
We can’t believe that the end of the term is nearly upon us here at Little Chepstow.
Our Christmas craft factory has been very busy and the Field Mice were very excited to take home their Santa
Shakers yesterday. Not before we had used them for a jolly sing along though.
The children arrived to a magical sight on Monday to find that nursery had been decorated in preparation for
Christmas. Not only that, but we have spotted some sneaky little elves popping into school every evening to
play with our toys! We can’t blame them, Little Chepstow is such an exciting place, for children and elves
alike!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from
this week @littlechepstownursery
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RECEPTION NEWS
This week we have finally been able to show off our hard work! Since half term we have been working on our
nativity and we were so excited to see all the mums, dads and family members there to watch our final
performances. We hope you enjoyed all of our songs, dancing and of course hearing the story of the nativity.
We are really in the Christmas spirit now! We have also been working hard in maths making wrapping paper
with shape patterns, as well as learning about frog life cycles and working so hard in phonics! What a busy life
it is in Reception!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from
this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 1 NEWS
This week we’ve been getting in the festive spirit by sequencing and writing about the story of The Snowman
by Raymond Briggs. We’ve loved learning this classic story and hope we’ll have a white Christmas so we can
make a snowman!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from
this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 2 NEWS
Year 2 have developed their Snowman stories this week. The children put their teaching hats on to edit and
up-level their friend’s writing! It was great to see the children considering punctuation, adjectives, adverbs
and similes when aiding their friends.
We have also enjoyed continuing our habitat powerpoints. The children are becoming more computer literate
and we have been so impressed by the detailed slides full of pictures and relevant information from their
independent research.
Our maths topic has been fractions. The children can safely say equivalent fractions are not as scary as they
sound! We explored these through pictures and shapes before practicing finding fractions of a number using
our times tables where possible!

Year 2 can’t wait for all the Christmas fun next week!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from
this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 3 NEWS
We’ve had another busy week this week. In Geography we’ve been designing seasonal British menus and
discussing why eating seasonally is more environmentally friendly. We are History experts after our workshop
last week and we’ve been creating leaflets to persuade people to visit Stone Henge. In R.E. we have been
looking at the nativity story. The highlight of the week was creating Christmas tree krispie cakes as part of our
instruction writing in English. They didn’t quite look like the ones in the recipe… but they tasted delicious! !

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this week
@chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 4 NEWS
Year 4 had a great time at the Tate Britain on Monday. We went following our participation in the Steve Mc
Queen Year 3 project and found it so fun trying to find our photos from last year and seeing all the other
photos from different schools around London. We also spent some time looking at paintings across different
galleries and thinking about what a painting tells us.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this week
@chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 5 NEWS
The Grey Hawks were amazing performers in their class assembly on Tuesday and left Miss Salt grinning from
ear to ear!
This week we have been researching what Christmas and New Year is like in different countries across the
world. Did you know that in Poland no food is eaten on Christmas day until the first star is seen in the sky? Or
that over New Year’s Eve in Spain, you are meant to stuff 12 grapes into your mouth when the clock strikes
midnight? Or that Christmas in Australia is spent having a BBQ on the beach? We know where we’d rather
be!
Unfortunately for us, we’ve had a few tests here and there. We are consolidating everything we’ve learnt and
picked up this term in both Maths and English. Thank goodness we’ve still have specialist lessons.
Both classes are still talking about the incredible science show we were lucky enough to see at Wellington
College last week. You can see from their faces how much they enjoyed it.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this week
@chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 6 NEWS
This week, Dr Stephen (ex-Head of St Paul’s Boys) visited year 6 to develop their interview skills. He shared
with the children the types of questions they may be asked, how to present themselves and how to ensure
they are remembered for the right reasons. In our maths, we are finding out how to create and use conversion
graphs to convert different units. The photograph below shows Emily, Isabelle, Lujayn, Isla and Grace with
their English presentations on a recent newspaper article that they were interested in. Emily, Grace and Lujayn
explored an article about plagiarism in music and Isla and Isabelle consider ethics in artificial intelligence.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this week
@chepstowhouseschool
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ECO COMMITTEE NEWS

Switch off Fortnight has come to an end. Thank you to everyone who made an effort
to save energy, it has been great to see the children becoming more aware of the
energy they use each day. After conducting many secret surveys, we can reveal that
the winning class was the Grey Hawks. Well done!

We also enjoyed the Grey Hawk’s assembly on Tuesday where they gave the whole
school tips on how to have a more eco-friendly Christmas by wrapping presents with
brown paper and holly rather than sparkly paper and plastic bows, sending recycled
Christmas cards or even e-cards, and avoiding glitter!

