
Message from Mrs Barr 
Dear Parents

All the Prep returned from their adventures on the residential trips, with many a story to tell and a desire for a quiet 
relaxing weekend - and that was just the staff. I am sure though that the children were also pleased to be home, ready 
for some familiar food and a comfortable bed.

Whilst they were away, we were entertained by the year 2 with a toe tapping performance that once again took the roof 
down. It is always a pleasure to see such dramatic talent emerging. Thank you to Mr Hill-Jayne and all the year 2 team for 
the hard work that goes into creating such a stunning performance.

Eco week has been a great success with the Junk Orchestra visiting on Monday and a number of guest speakers coming 
in to talk to the children about environmental issues. This included Julia Bradbury, who gave a fascinating talk to the 
whole school on the impact that our waste is having on the planet. We trialled a walking bus, which was very successful, 
as was our clothes swap, spelling bee and pop-up shop which sold a range of eco alternatives such bamboo toothbrushes 
and metal straws. The children also helped our resident architect build a bench in our wild area using ‘bottle bricks’ made 
by the children at home by mixing eco ‘cement’ with their feet. 

A thoroughly fun way to end our first half of the summer term.

Best wishes
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DIARY DATES W/C 3rd June 

Don’t forget to check the school website and FROG for full details of school 
events and sports fixtures 

Chepstow House Weekly Diary Dates

Year Group Event For further information please see: 

(All sports information on FROG)

Reception ➢ Trip to London Aquarium (03/06/2019)

Year 1

Year 2 ➢ Bushcraft (06/06/2019)

Year 3 ➢ Woodlark Assembly to parents (05/06/2019) ➢ Website 
➢ Website

Year 4 ➢ Girls Cricket v North Bridge House (04/06/2019) 
➢ Boys Cricket v NHP (04/06/2019)

➢ Website 
➢ Website

Year 5 ➢ Girls Cricket v NHP (06/06/2019) 
➢ Boys Cricket v NHP (06/06/2019)

➢ Website 
➢ Website 

Year 6 ➢ Boys Cricket v NHP (03/06/2019) 
➢ Girls Cricket v NHP 03/06/2019) 
➢ Trip to Sky Academy (05/06/2019)

➢ Website 
➢ Website

Year 7

Whole school ➢ ‘Developing Children’s Higher Order Thinking Skills’ 
Parents' Workshop (07/06/2019) 

➢ Class photos (07/06/2019)

➢ Website
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https://www.chepstowhouseschool.co.uk/events/developing-childrens-higher-order-thinking-skills-parents-workshop/


Stars of the week
Class Name Reason

Robin Eloise For having such a mature and positive 
attitude towards all that she does.

Sparrow Maddy For your fantastic contributions and 
thoughtful answers during our class 

discussions.

Wren Alexa For being a kind member of the Wren 
Class

Pelican Nate For showing such enthusiasm during 
our new Science topic on plants.

Puffin Nickolas For your great work on your eco 
poster. 

Penguin Katerina For always trying her best and being so 
kind and helpful in class.
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Swallow Bea For your determined and hard working 
attitude.

Kingfisher Everyone For their excellent ttitude and 
performances in “Myths of the Isles”

Woodpecker Alexander For perservering and showing resilience 
when making his wind turbine.

Woodlark Dexter For fully immersing youtself in 
Bushcraft

Skylark Anton For being thoughtful and kind to others 
during RE lessons.

Shorelark Gabriel For being such a kind, caring and 
thoughtful friend at Bushcraft. You made 

me proud!

Tawny Owl Victor For demonstrating resilience and 
perseverance on our residential trip to 

Little Canada 

Class Name Reason
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WELL DONE TO ALL OUR STARS THIS WEEK!

Barn Owl Louis For courage and determination to 
attempt all activities on residential.

Nico & Graydon, 
Harrier Hawks

For being the first pair in Rockley 
history to catch a catfish while 
crabbing. 

Grey Hawk Tristan For excelling on the water at Rockley. 

Golden 
Eagle

Alex For being an absolute superstar last 
week in Normandy. 

Imperial 
Eagle

Elia For being kind, helpful and positive 
throughout our residential trip to 

Normandy

Class Name Reason

 

 

 

�
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SPECIALIST AWARDS
Class Name Reason

Sport Yungi For excelling in his cricket lessons and 
always bowling with a straight arm. Well 
done Yungi!

Art Sophie For a wonderfully detailed cartoon 
strip about the Willow Pattern Story.

French Shy'm Jung Excellent listening skills and being an 
active participant in lessons.

Music Florian For his enthusiasm and engagement in 
music lessons.

Computing Sofia For her excellent work in completing a 
pictogram in Purplemash

 

 

 

 

�
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MERITS AWARDED THIS WEEK 
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Blenheim Portobello Lancaster Ladbroke



NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
Eco week has been a lot of fun. Our assembly song reminded us about the three R’s: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and in 
lessons we have reinforced these ideas through singing and playing along to songs linked to water use and recycling of 
materials in class. 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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NEWS FROM ART DEPARTMENT 
Year 7 have started learning the art of Batik, a process of drawing on material using hot wax and fabric dyes. They have 
been using the work of William De Morgan, one of the peers of William Morris, who pioneered the Arts and Crafts 
movement in the late 1800’s, as inspiration. Their designs incorporated real or mythical creatures along with flora, made 
popular by the artists of that movement. 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all 
the photos from this week @chepstowhouseschoolart
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INSTAGRAM
Follow us on 

@chepstowhouseschoolart



NEWS FROM COMPUTING DEPARTMENT 
During Eco week pupils in KS1 have been playing recycling sorting games in purplemash.  They needed to decide which 
items could be recycled and where they needed to go.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT 

Year 6 girls cricket V Knightsbridge 

On Monday 20th May the Year 6 girls played a cricket fixture against Knightsbridge school at Linford Christie.  The girls 
were all playing on one pitch and batting in pairs. Chepstow were first to bat and managed to secure 47 runs between 5 
pairs of batters. The girls have been focussing on stepping towards the ball when batting to generate more power. During 
Chepstow’s fielding period, the girls were working on accurate passing and creating a barricade to stop the ball and were 
able to get two wickets against Knightsbridge! The team are working on developing their catching skills from high balls to 
ensure a smooth confident catch when the opposition are batting. 

Year 3 and 4 cricket fixture V NHP 

On Tuesday 21st May a selection of Year 3 and Year 4 boys and girls played in a cricket fixture against NHP. Representing 
Chepstow were one team of Year 3 girls, one team of Year 4 girls, one team of Year 3 boys and one team of Year 4 boys. 
The teams were split over four pitches and were batting in pairs. The teams have been working on clear communication 
between the pairs when batting to ensure both players are clear on when to run and when to wait. The children have 
also been working on accurate bowling using a straight arm which was evident within the games with barely any wide 
balls being bowled by Chepstow players. There were many sixes hit throughout the matches across all four pitches, 
finishing with three out of the four teams winning their games and only a very close loss for the last team. 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our very own SPORT Instagram page for all the photos 
from this week @chepstowhouseschoolsport
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INSTAGRAM
Follow us on 

@chepstowhouseschoolsport



NEWS FROM FRENCH DEPARTMENT 
This week Year 7 have been learning how to tell the time in French and asking “Quelle heure 
est-il?”

 

 

You can also practise yourself by checking on Linguascope (username: cheptsow / password: french) Beginner / 
French flag / En plus / Horloge interactive 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos 
from this week @chepstowhouseschool 
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LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS
This week at Little Chepstow has been all about Eco Week. The children have all embraced this fully and have absolutely 
loved being a part of the incredible eco-build in the wild area. To see their eco bottle bricks being used and getting fully 
involved in mixing adobe, has been such an amazing learning experience. 

As well as this, they have all made canvas shopping bags, decorated with sea creatures as our focus has been learning 
about single use plastic and the negative impact on the environment. Our motto has been “Keep the sea plastic free.”

It is wonderful to hear their thoughts on this topic and the shock that has been visible when looking at pictures of 
pollution and the impact on the oceans. These children are our future eco-warriors are off to a good start and hopefully 
this will be carried on at home as they tell their families about the importance of making sound environmental choices. 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this week 
@littlechepstownursery
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RECEPTION NEWS 
What a fantastic ECO week! Well done to Reception for being so eco-friendly.  We have been busy completing our ‘eco 
passports’. What a mindful group of children we have in Reception! The children have had lots of fun helping to build a 
cob wall and have even done a spot of litter picking in the wild area.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos 
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 1 NEWS 
The year 1 classes have been really busy! We have loved our trip to the Chelsea Physic Garden where we learnt all about 
pond dipping, plants and how to look after our gardens. The weather was wonderful so luckily we could also relax and 
have a lovely picnic! We learnt so much about plants and how they can help us in the world, which has linked into our 
Eco week theme. We have been trying to be kinder to the planet and think of how we could start making a difference. 
Well done Year 1.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos 
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 2 NEWS 
It’s Eco Week and year 2 have been fully committed to saving the planet this week. We had a wild time playing at the junk 
orchestra and were blown away by the many different instruments that can be made out of rubbish! We have also had 
some very interesting talks about re-using plastic for cleaning product bottles and about sources of renewable energy. 
Building our own wind turbines out of plastic bottles was so much fun! We also couldn’t believe that you can use a 
potato to power a lightbulb. After a very informative assembly where Mrs Bradbury showed us just how much damage 
has been done to the world around us, we wrote our own eco pledges to do our bit to make a difference. Keep saving 
the world one day at a time year 2!  

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos 
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 3 NEWS 
Year 3 went on their first overnight residential to Bushcraft, Oxfordshire. Through living in the wild, we learnt about the 
woodland environment in a fun and engaging manner.

We took part in a camouflage and concealment exercises where the children had to employ team tactics and use their 
surroundings to camouflage themselves and evade capture. We learnt about different types of shelter and why we 
needed shelter when we ae living outside. In our tribes we built our own shelter, using natural woodland materials. Some 
of us even created a garden and front door as part of our shelter – a few braved the tents overnight too!

We were also shown how to manage fire safely and responsibly. We then used our fire to cook a simple, delicious meal 
using fresh seasonal ingredients – burgers! Finally, we were taught the importance of finding food in remote areas and 
how this has changed over time. We learnt about four different types of traps (tangle, strangle, mangle, dangle) before 
attempting to make our own. 

Most importantly, we mixed as a year group and made bonds with people we don’t normally play with. All the teachers 
are extremely proud of the maturity, braveness and resilience all year 3 children showed.  

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 4 NEWS 
Lots of fun was had by Year 4 at Little Canada. We travelled down to Portsmouth by coach, then hopped on the ferry to 
the Isle of Wight. When we arrived at the activity centre, we were greeted by our group leader, Royce. He gave us a tour 
of the site, before we sat down for lunch. The food at Little Canada was great, there was so much choice and they 
catered for all of our dietary needs. After lunch we headed off to our first lots of activities, the exhilarating zip wire and 
tunnel trails. We then headed for evening dinner, before seeing our cabins for the first time and unpacking our bags. Our 
evening activity was the campfire, where we sang songs and listened to stories. Then pajamas on and lights out at 9:30pm. 
For the rest of the week, we challenged ourselves to do a variety of activities such as the challenge course, Jacob’s ladder 
and Kayaking. During these activities we demonstrated that we are resilient, we persevere, we are respectful and we are 
excellent team members. 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 5 NEWS 
We had such a good time at Rockley Park last week; we wish we could go all over again! The journey there was relatively 
uneventful and we enjoyed seeing Ollie’s mum at Waterloo with his sunhat (much to Ollie’s delight!). When we arrived 
we were welcomed by some of the Rockley staff, told the ground rules and taken to our dorms, before a delicious 
dinner cooked by Jerry (our new favourite chef, after Chef John obviously). 

Each morning we had a water sports activity, ranging from kayaking to paddle boarding, and various different sailing 
activities like wayfarer sailing and catamaran sailing. We met Jerry on the beach for a picnic each lunchtime, followed by 
another water sports activity. After peeling out of our wetsuits and warming up each afternoon, we had beach activities; 
including crabbing, team building games and orienteering. After showering (much to some children’s disgust!) and eating 
dinner in the lodge, we headed back down to the beach for evening entertainment. 

Day one saw children staying up rather late after lights out, gossiping about the day’s activities, but by day two, the 
children were asleep as their heads hit the pillow! The week ended with an awards ceremony and a talent show. We 
were extremely lucky with the weather too. Clear, blue skies, a light wind and blazing sunshine meant we have all come 
back to school with a healthy glow. What a week.

Have a lovely half term.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 6 NEWS 
After an early 4.45am start, year 6 set off on their travels to Normandy. The first stop-off was a trip to the 
goat’s cheese farm where some brave children (and teachers!) tried goat’s milk directly from the goat!! Having 
happily survived this experience, the next day was spent exploring the delights of Mont Saint Michel. Year 6 
was lucky to have beautiful weather to explore the local market too. Also this week was an important trip to 
the beaches in Arronmanches where the children supplemented their knowledge from History lessons by 
learning more about the D Day landings and seeing where these landings actually took place. The French 
delicacies of snails didn’t go down too well at the local restaurant afterwards but at least they were tried! 
Following a trip to the Bayeux tapestry and lunch in the park, the week finished with an amazing talent show 
before they set off back to the UK. Victoria and Ollie’s magic tricks were the winners of the show! Finally, after 
celebrating Alexander’s birthday, prizes for the week were given out and we headed back home.

This week we have been celebrating all things eco with our lessons aligned to this theme. In English, we are 
focusing on formal letter 
writing to Mr Gove to 
complain about the 
plastic polluting the 
oceans. The best letters 
will be sent to 

Government. 
In Maths, we are focusing on analysing data. In Current Affairs we are creating a fact file on the UN Climate 
Report. 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 7 NEWS 
This week we have been focussed on our eco-week programme.  This has involved researching Fairtrade, the 
environmental cost of our plate of food and other social and economic impacts of our sources of food.  We are also 
producing Top Trump cards of endangered species and their value to the eco-system. In our other lessons we have 
continued to look at the Black Death and its impact on England.  In Geography we have been examining settlements and 
reasons why people have settled in particular locations, with specific examples from the Kingdom.  Our English has 
focussed on poetry and examining the poetic techniques used by a number of poets. While In art we have been looking 
at the artist William De Morgan who makes tiles of mythical or realistic animals with a twist. We have been creating our 
own and after half term we will be ready to put them onto fabric. Zara based hers on a fox and Grace chose a turtle. ”

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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Eco Week at Chepstow   
Eco week has been a great success! We had a visit from the Junk Orchestra on Monday where years 2 
and 3 learnt how to make music from recycled objects such as flip flops, biscuit tins and tennis balls. 
Even the teachers had a go! We have been very lucky to have a number of guest speakers come in to 
talk to the children about environmental issues, including Julia Bradbury who gave a fascinating talk to 
the whole school about the impact humans are having on the planet. As part of walk to school week, 
we trialled a walking bus with a great take up. Before and after school, parents and children from the 
eco committee have been running a pop-up shop selling a range of eco alternatives to everyday 
products such a bamboo toothbrushes and metal straws. Thank you to everyone who stopped by to 
buy something. Architect Spider Hickman and her team have been working hard in the wild area to 
build a snake-shaped bench using all our bottle bricks. The children have loved helping to mix the eco 
‘cement’ using their feet and getting muddy! Thank you to everyone who has donated batteries or 
used electronics. We also had lots of generous donations of clothes for the ‘swishing party’ on 
Thursday and hope that everyone managed to find something new and exciting to take home! 
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