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Chepstow News
Keeping you up to date with school life

Message from Mrs Barr
Dear Parents
Although it may feel like a long January ahead, Mrs von Saher (our parent gardener) has already put a
seed planting timetable in place for the children and the onions sown before Christmas are now well
on their way. We look forward to having a garden full of marigolds, tomatoes, potatoes and many more
delicious fruits and vegetables.
On another note, as part of our support for the NSPCC, Miss Ritchie has been challenged to run the
London Marathon. Having run it 10 years ago, and others in between, I am sure she knows what she is
doing. As this is not a challenge I would ever take up, I will be giving advice from the comfort of my
seat, supporting from the side-lines and mainly sponsoring Miss Ritchie on https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/LucyRitchie1
Best wishes

,

https://
twitter.com/
ChepstowHouse

@chepstowhouse
school

www.facebook.com/
chepstowhouseschool
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DIARY DATES W/C 21st January
Date

Event

YR GROUPS

MONDAY
21st

YR 6 HOCKEY V HAMPSHIRE SCHOOL, BATTERSEA
PARK
YR 6 RUGBY V FALCONS, RICHMOND ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION

Yr 6

TUESDAY
22nd

YR 4 HOCKEY V HAMPSHIRE SCHOOL, BATTERSEA
PARK
YR 4 RUGBY V FALCONS, RICHMOND ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION

YR 4

WEDNESDAY YR 7 TO BETT SHOW
23rd
YR 6 PARENTS TALK ON TRANSITION TO YR 7

YR 6

YR 4

YR 7
YR 6 PARENTS

THURSDAY
24th

YR 5 HOCKEY V NORTH BRIDGE HOUSE, TALACRE
COMMUNITY SPORTS CENTRE
YR 5 RUGBY V FALCONS, RICHMOND ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION

YR 5

FRIDAY
25th

YR 2 SCOTTISH DAY

YR 2

YR 5

.

Don’t forget to check the school website and FROG for full details of school
events and sports fixtures
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Stars of the week
Class

Name

Reason

Robin

Gabi

For having more confidence
and joining in on more class
discussions.

Sparrow

Anvi

For your fantastic effort in
your phonics lessons.

Wren

Leo

For your fantastic effort during
weekend news.

Pelican

Nicholas

For contributing such
interesting facts in Science.

Puffin

Thor

For your independent approach
to your learning.

Penguin

Arlo

For such a fantastic start to
2019.
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Class

Name

Reason

Swallow

Henry T

For your excellent
comprehension during guided
reading.

Kingfisher

Sienna

For excellent poetry work with
beautiful handwriting.

Woodpecke
r

Lea B

For your use of alliteration in
your fabulous ‘Magic Box’
poem!

Woodlark

Izzy

For your complete change in
attitude to learning. Keep it up!
☺

Skylark

Shorelark

Tawny Owl

Lily

Jude

Charlie

For working incredibly hard
and always trying your best.

For writing a lovely letter to
the police to thank them for
working over Christmas.

For always having a respectful
attitude
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Class

Name

Reason

Barn Owl

Zef

For writing an awesome
playscript with detailed stage
direction.

Harrier
Hawk

Nico

For working hard to improve
both the quality and
presentation of his work.

Grey Hawk

Ellie

Excellent imagery and word
choice in her poem. ‘Moonlight’

Golden
Eagle

Jago

For sharing more of your great
ideas in English.

Imperial
Eagle

Teddy

For excellent participation and
producing quality work all
week.

WELL DONE TO ALL OUR STARS THIS WEEK!
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SPECIALIST AWARDS
Class

Name

Reason

Sport

Thomas

For excelling in his first hockey and tag
rugby lessons and for always showing a
great attitude to learning.

Art

Amilia

French

Lara

Music

Garry

For his much improved participation in
music lessons this year. Gary, keep it up!

Computing

Miriam

For her excellent work in creating a
stop frame animation

Super work on shape in your
sketchbook

Being enthusiastic about French and
bringing her “hungry caterpillar” book
in French to illustrate the story.
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BEHAVIOUR AWARD
Well done to the following children who were awarded the behaviour
badge for being RESPECTFUL this week.
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MERITS AWARDED THIS WEEK

Blenheim

Portobello

Lancaster

Ladbroke
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NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Ensemble and choir are back up and running! We have chosen our pieces and it’s full steam ahead. We look
forward to showcasing the finished products in our next performances. For ensemble the piece is a
syncopated latin number called ‘Last Minute Latin’ and for choir we will be working on our harmonies and
rapping, through the song ‘Long Way Home’, as well as hopefully blowing you away with our second choice,
voted for by the choir, ‘Darkside’.
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NEWS FROM ART DEPARTMENT
Year 2 have been finding out all about Henri Matisse! They enjoyed thinking up questions for the artist and finding out
about his collages.

INSTAGRAM
Follow us on
@chepstowhouseschoolart

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for
all the photos from this week @chepstowhouseschoolart
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NEWS FROM COMPUTING DEPARTMENT
Reception children are learning how to code using a bee bot. It is a programmable floor robot which teaches
directional language and programming to young children. As pupils press the keys on a Bee-Bot they are
writing their program. The Bee-Bot stores the set of commands and executes them when the GO button is
pressed.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT
Year 3 tag rugby tournament @ Linford Christie – 15th January
All the year 3 boys travelled to Linford Christie to take part in a round robin
tournament between their peers. The boys were split up into 4 teams, each team
had a team name, Sabres, Knights, Daredevils and Warriors. The idea of the
tournament was to provide the boys with experience in tag rugby, as well as
learning all the rules, along with having fun and enjoying themselves with their
friends. All team showed some good play, everyone played an active part in the
matches and enjoyment was high. This was a very beneficial experience for all the
year 3 boys. Roll on our first fixtures.
1st – Warriors
2nd – Knights
3rd – Sabres
4th – Daredevils

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our very own SPORT Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschoolsport

INSTAGRAM
Follow us on
@chepstowhouseschoolsport
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NEWS FROM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
This term Year 7 are investigating different types of forces. Recently, they have been investigating Hooke’s Law
to discover whether it holds true for steel springs.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool

18 JANUARY 2019

LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS
Another happy and fun week has been had by all at Little Chepstow.
The Dormice have moved onto their new topic on ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ and have enjoyed reading the story every
day. This has supported learning on sequencing and remembering the days of the week. In addition, they each made a
very sweet caterpillar out of pom-poms.
The Field Mice have enjoyed their first week learning about Bears. They have learnt the names of many types of bear and
talked about where they live. Each child brought a teddy bear to school and invited their special guest to join in with our
Teddy Bear’s Picnic. They also painted a portrait of their bear. We are looking forward to displaying these soon.
Another exciting event was a visit to nursery by a local author Cate Douglas who read us her book ‘Poppy’s Tail’. The
children really enjoyed this event and especially trying on all the tails that linked in with the story.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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RECEPTION NEWS
This week in math’s we have been counting on to find the answer. The children did so well answering their addition sums
by holding the biggest number in their head and then counting on. Keep practicing at home!
In literacy we read a very cheeky book called ‘The Dinosaur that Pooped a Princess’. We decided to make a wanted
poster to catch the naughty dinosaur. We wrote some super sentences and have started using capital letters and full
stops.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 1 NEWS
This week year 1 have been exploring the traditional tale Goldilocks. We used our talk for writing technique to create
repetitive actions as a class in order to successfully learn the story sequencing. This was also aided by some beautiful
story maps!
The children have also been investigating materials in their science lessons. We discussed how they can be distinguished,
grouped, and what properties make them apply to specific categories.
We are all very excited for our year 1 production on the theme of Chinese New Year. Mr Hill-Jayne and Mr O’Connor
have created a fantastic script which the children started to rehearse this week.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 2 NEWS
It’s been another busy week in year 2! The Swallow class assembly got us thinking about our New Year’s resolutions and
random acts of kindness – we’ve been working so hard to keep this resolution going. In our literacy lessons, we learnt all
about how to plan a super story. Thinking carefully about our main character, a problem they face and how they solve
this, we then created our own story maps to help us with our write up. We also spent time learning about rhyming
poetry and having a go at writing our own silly poems. Maths has seen us wearing our thinking hats to tackle addition
with carrying and word problems. In geography, we looked at a map of the UK, finding out all about the countries,
capitals and seas. Finally, we’re loving our science lessons this term! It was so exciting to see photos of ourselves and

friends and how we have changed from babies to year 2s. Thank you to the parents for providing these. Next week it’s
Scottish Day – get thinking about your outfits!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 3 NEWS
This term we have started a new history topic, Stone Age. We have begun our topic by understanding how the past is
constructed from a range of sources and that different versions of the past may exist, giving reasons from this. We have
learnt a new word, chronological, – ask us what it means! To take our learning cross-curricular, in English we have
been researching the Stone Age and will create Non-Chronological reports over the next two weeks.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 4 NEWS
This week the year 4 children have been learning about the key events in Guru Nanak’s life. Do you know where Guru
Nanak was born? In our English lessons we have continued to look at the story of Romulus and Remus. We will be
writing a diary entry from the perspective of Romulus, before doing this we have looked at 1st, 2nd and 3rd person and
time conjunctions. We look forward to reading the children’s diary entries next week!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 5 NEWS
We are well into the swing of things in year 5, and have hit the ground running with a busy week. The Grey Hawks had
the opportunity to help Mrs von Saher in the garden, assisting with sowing the tomato seeds and planting two chilli
seeds, bought in from Millie’s dinner at Wahaca!
As you may be aware each year we submit work for a display in Waterstones, Notting Hill Gate. The theme for 2019 is
‘magic’, so in English we have been discussing and analysing our favourite magical books. We have looked at reviews on
the Waterstones website and written our own for our favourite novels. We are persevering with long division in Maths,
which can be a bit confusing. However, our determination to succeed has pushed us through and some of us have even
been dividing using factors. Miss Etherington’s Maths group all received a “Gold Sticker from Mrs Barr” for excellent
work when revising the four rules and using these to solve problems.
Excitingly, Sachin wrote a poem for homework on the ever elusive Pangolin. We liked it so much, we sent a copy of it to
‘Pangolin Africa’, a charity dedicated to the conservation of the Pangolin – the most trafficked animal on earth. Did you
know that one pangolin is poached in the wild every 5 minutes? Pangolin Africa loved Sachin’s poem and have asked if
they can share it on their Facebook page on World Pangolin Day in February!
Thank you for your prompt responses for parents’ evening. We look forward to seeing you on either Tuesday 5th or
Wednesday 6th February.You will receive your time slots back shortly!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 6 NEWS
In the 1000 year old boy, we have been focusing our attention on descriptive detail. One of our tasks was to sketch the
description of the house described in the text aiming to be as accurate as possible. Each of the diagrams was labelled
with sections of description from the text. The exercise highlighted how we all interpret the same text differently in our
mind's eye. After that, we have put our reporter hats on and are turning some of the key events of the story into
newspaper reports. In Maths, we are revising hard in preparation for our ongoing exams. We also considered why we like
Maths for the upcoming year 6 assembly with some help from other departments… watch this space! Current Affairs in
the Imperial Eagles fell on the day of the Brexit deal vote so we had a very entertaining and mature discussion around it.
The majority prediction from the children was that the deal would be rejected and we would have another
referendum… we will see how that prediction goes! Geography this half term is focused on our country files which are
looking brilliant. Our classes continue to be in flux as we are in the midst of the 11+s, but everyone is keeping their
spirits up and concentrating hard – keep up the good work year 6!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 7 NEWS
The big news this week is that the construction of the KS3 roof terrace is well underway! Year 7 will be in charge of the
project which has been to design a quiet area for older students to use during break and lunch (we might even let the
teachers take the odd lesson up there if they behave themselves!). So far we have carried out the risk assessment and
started thinking about some of the rules that will need to be put in place to ensure that the area is used appropriately
and is safe for all students. We would like a table tennis table, some comfortable seating, surface area for card and board

games and some facilities to make hot chocolate! The completion date is likely to be February half term so until then
we have been enjoying more inside activities at break time including Jungle Speed and table top football.
English continues to merge with drama this week as we learn more about Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth Night’. We have been
focusing on the use of comedy in the play and have already identified the ways that dramatic irony (when the audience
knows something the characters do not) and incongruity (unexpected actions) can elicit a really strong reaction from
the audience. We enjoyed reenacting a summarised version of the play – a particular mention to Jahan for his Malvolio
performance!!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool

