
Message from Mrs Barr 
Dear Parents

Welcome back after what I hope was a festive break for you all.

We start the term and new year by wishing good luck to all our year 6 children who are in the midst of their 11+ 
assessments. They have all worked incredibly hard and deserve to do well.

Please note that we have a new temporary chef and the menus for this term are now available on the website. 
Brookwoods are in the process of ensuring a permanent chef will be in place as soon as possible.

As you may have noticed, one of the playgrounds has been resurfaced and is now looking incredibly smart. We have also 
established a decked area in the garden for the older children to have a chill out zone. The year 7 are devising rules for 
its use and are busy looking for outdoor furniture and a ping pong table to furnish it with. Well done Mike and Les for all 
your hard work in supervising these great Chepstow House makeovers. We now look forward to them putting the 
finishing touches to our new school pond.

Best wishes
 

,  
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SCHOOL PLAYGROUND MAKE OVER 
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DIARY DATES W/C 14th January 

 
. 

Don’t forget to check the school website and FROG for full details of school 
events and sports fixtures 

Date Event YR GROUPS
MONDAY 
14th

CLUBS BEGIN THIS WEEK ALL YEAR GROUPS

TUESDAY 
15th

YR 3 INTERHOUSE TAG RUGBY, LINFORD CHRISTIE 
STADIUM
YR 4 HOCKEY V HARRODIAN, HARRODIAN SCHOOL

YR 3
YR 4

WEDNESDAY 
16th

THURSDAY 
17th

YR 5 HOCKEY V HARRODIAN, HARRODIAN SCHOOL YR 5

FRIDAY 
18th

SWALLOW ASSEMBLY SWALLOW PARENTS
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MERIT TOTALS TO DATE 
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Blenheim Portobello Lancaster Ladbroke



NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
New year, new productions. We’ve got Year One performing on Wednesday 13th 
February, Year Five on the 27th and Years Three and Four with a joint performance 
on March 28th . All in one term! Busy, busy, busy. It doesn’t end there though, 
because next term will see a production by Year Two on the 16th of May, a concert 
and recitals in the week of the 17th June and a production about ‘moving on’ for 
the Year 6 and 7 classes. Someone pass me a pillow, I think I need to lie down.
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NEWS FROM ART DEPARTMENT 
This week Reception have been learning about negative shapes. 

. 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all 
the photos from this week @chepstowhouseschoolart
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INSTAGRAM
Follow us on 

@chepstowhouseschoolart



NEWS FROM COMPUTING DEPARTMENT 
Pupils in Year2 are learning to code by using LightBot. It lets players gain a practical understanding of 
basic control-flow concepts like instruction sequencing, procedures and loops, just by guiding a robot 
with commands to light up tiles and solve levels.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT 
During the spring term the children will be focussing on a variety of new sports. KS1 will be 
working hard on their tag rugby, hockey and dance skills, along with the year 2’s commencing 
their weekly swimming lessons at Kensington Leisure. The year 3’s will be doing 6 weeks of tag 
rugby, followed by 6 weeks of hockey. 

Year 4, 5, 6 boys will move onto contact rugby and the girls will focus on their hockey skills. 
The year 4 boys will get there first taste of contact rugby, Mr Wilkinson and Mr Collins are 
thoroughly looking forward to welcoming the year 4’s into contact rugby. Be strong and be 
brave boys! Year 3, 5 and 7 will continue to work hard on their swimming skills until February 
half term.  

The first fixtures commence next Tuesday, with the year 4 girls travelling to Harrodian for a 
fixture, as well as the year 3 boys taking part in an Interhouse tag rugby tournament at Linford 
Christie Stadium.

Year 4/5/6/7 spring term kit list -  

Boys’ rugby – 

• Black and red striped rugby top

• Shorts

• Fleece/sports jacket

• Red socks

• Football/Rugby boots 

• Clean pair of shoes i.e. trainers

• Mouthguard

• Tracksuit bottoms

• Water bottle

Girl’s hockey – 

• White polo

• Hockey Stick

• Shorts or Skort 

• Fleece/sports jacket

• Red socks

• Trainers

• Mouthguard

• Tracksuit bottoms

• Shin pads

• Water bottle
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INSTAGRAM
Follow us on 

@chepstowhouseschoolsport



NEWS FROM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT  
Year 5 have been learning all about space and the planets in our Solar System.  They have each researched and created a 
model of a planet.  Using an appropriate scale, the children the measured out the distance of the individual planets from 
the sun and positioned them along the length of the school.  They were very surprised to discover how the distance 
between the planets increased so much as they got further from the sun.  Neptune did not even fit in within the school 
grounds!. 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos 
from this week @chepstowhouseschool 
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LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS
Everyone is really excited to be back at school after the Christmas break and we have really enjoyed 
sharing our news of holidays and special presents from Father Christmas. We are delighted to 
welcome four new children into the Dormice class and are so impressed how quickly they have 
settled. 

This week the Dormice have been learning about winter. They made some lovely snowmen and have 
been talking about and feeling ice and learning about winter animals. The Field Mice have enjoyed 
learning about rainbows and how they appear. They now know the colours that are in a rainbow, have 
painted their own, made a rainbow sun catcher and have also carried out a rainbow experiment with 
food colouring. 

What fun we have at Little Chepstow!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos 
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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RECEPTION NEWS 
Welcome back! We hope you all had a restful break. Reception have got off to a flying start and are really enjoying our 
new dinosaur topic. 

In literacy we have been looking at the different body parts of a dinosaur and labelling them. We have also been creating 
some wonderful displays for the corridors and classrooms.

In math’s we have been sorting 2D and 3D shapes. We know that a 2D shape is ‘flat’ and a 3D shape is ‘fat’. How many 
3D shapes can you find at home?

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos 
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 1 NEWS 
What a happy return to school for all the year 1 classes! We have started the new year thinking about new year 
resolutions and chatting enthusiastically about our lovely holidays. It is a busy half term for us as we have started to think 
about our Year 1 production and our exciting new topics. What this space for updates!
 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos 
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 2 NEWS 
Welcome back to year 2 after the holidays! We hope you had a restful break and are ready for the term ahead. It’s been 
a jam packed first week! In literacy we have been investigating the features of poems such as repetition and alliteration. 
We had a go at writing our own poems with some imaginative alliteration to engage the reader. It was so exciting to 
start our geography lessons this term! Using an atlas and a globe to discover where oceans and continents are made us 
feel like real explorers. We used these resources to help us label a map of the world and found out where the equator 
lies. Finally, playing different sports this term is so exciting! Our swimming lessons this week were so much fun, and 
taking responsibility for our mouth guards and shin pads in hockey has really kept us on our toes. Stayed tuned to find 
out about the Swallow class assembly next week!! 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 3 NEWS 
We have started the Spring Term with letter writing. This week we have focused on the format of letters and their 
features. We wrote letters to those amazing people who work during the Christmas break to say thank you and wish 
them a Happy New Year. In Maths, we have been looking at measurement. We have discussed how to measure accurately 
and which unit of measure to use for length, weight and capacity. We have also discussed our UK money system and the 
value of different coins and notes and different ways to make a specific amount. 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 4 NEWS 
It’s been a fantastic start to the spring term. 

This week we have been introduced to our new history topic ‘The Romans’. We investigated the growth of the 
Roman Empire by comparing land controlled by the Romans and Celtic tribes over time and then discussed 
what makes an empire grow? 

We have also read the story of Romulus and Remus this week. We acted out the part where the brothers 
argue about which hill to build their city on. Later on, we will develop this part of the story into a play script. 
.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 5 NEWS 

Happy New Year! We hope you had an enjoyable Christmas break. Since being back at school we have loved hearing 
about all the adventures, holidays and activities the children got up to over their time off! However, we have hit the 
ground running and have quickly settled back into the school routine. In English we have started studying poetry, in 
particular we looked at ways in which to analyse a poem. We read ‘The Listeners’ by Walter de la Mare and established 
that the poem had one stanza, rhyming couplets in a scheme of ABCB and alliterations like ‘forest’s ferny floor’. We 
looked at the theme of the poem and the tone, how the reader is drawn in and how it made us, as the reader, feel. Next 
we looked at ‘Adlestrop’ by Edward Thomas and wrote a description about the poem itself (see photo of Coco). 
Meanwhile, in Maths, we have been focusing our attention on the four operations and broadening our knowledge on 
different strategies to solving problems. 

Sport has changed for this term. On Wednesdays children will be doing dance during their onsite sports lesson, 
Thursdays there will continue to be swimming or a fixture and on Fridays children will either do rugby or hockey for 
their offsite sports lesson (which will be taught at Linford Christie). Hockey players MUST have shin pads and a mouth 
guard and rugby players MUST have a mouth guard for their Friday lesson!

NB: clubs start week commencing 14th January!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 6 NEWS 
Our numbers have been reduced this week with lots of people in and out of classes with interviews, exams and school 
visits. Taking it all in their stride, year 6 have kicked off with Religious Studies this term. The children made some beautiful 
stained glass windows bringing to life a myriad of bible stories – from Jonah and the Whale to Noah’s Ark. In English we 
have started our new module, reading the 1000 Year Old Boy as a class and in tandem, writing instructions to give 
ourselves our own choice of superpowers. These ranged from invisibility to telekinesis and involved taking concoctions 
including everything from owl’s blood to computers! Maths is focused on revision to support those going through tests 
at the moment and refreshing our topic knowledge. In Current Affairs we had a debate on drones – fun toy or flying 
menace?! Discussions ranged from drones being used for delivering essential medical aid to rural communities to the 
disruption at Gatwick. In Sport, the boys are playing rugby while the girls play hockey this term. It’s been a busy but great 
first week back! 

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 7 NEWS 
Happy New Year from the Griffin class! It’s been really nice catching up this week and hearing all about what we’ve all 
been up to.  Grace went scuba diving in Hawaii, Zara enjoyed lots of time with her family, Gyula went to Normandy and 
Jahan got a new puppy! We’ve all been very busy but have come back relaxed and focused on the term ahead.

A highlight this term will be starting our Shakespeare unit in English.  We will be studying ‘Twelfth Night’ which is a great 
example of an early Rom Com.  Boys disguised as girls, girls disguised as boys, shipwrecks, marriages and yellow 
stockings… what more could you want from a story!? We spent our first lesson learning about The Globe Theatre and 
its construction in the 16th century.  Did you know that the first Globe theatre actually burnt down?  Luckily nobody 
was hurt and the only injury recorded was inflicted on a man whose trousers caught fire (don’t worry, they were quickly 
put out by his friend who poured beer all over them!). 

We have also been thinking about maintaining the positive mindset we all find ourselves with at the start of a new year 
and mindfulness is a really good way of keeping calm and relaxed throughout each day.  Our timetables are really full and 
sometimes we are participating in over six subjects from Latin to Science to French - all in one day. We have been using 
meditation stories to help refocus our minds and are then more able to keep loads and loads of new information in our 
heads.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this 
week @chepstowhouseschool
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NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS 
Some New Year’s Resolutions from the school: 

Year 3

Zinzi is going to read more books. 

Maks wants to be a better brother (Mati in y5 is looking forward to seeing this pan 
out at home!)

Ailyn is going to become a better footballer.

Jude is going to use capital letters, Miss Hunter thinks this one is a great idea!

Gabriel D wants to get better at sport

Ocean is going to try to eat more lunch

Melissa wants to raise money for Stand by Me.

Year 4

Charlie wants to stay fit and healthy.

Seb is going to develop his swimming skills.

Ellie wants to develop her acting skills.

Ms. Morris knows breakfast is the most important meal of the day, so is going to 
make time for it every morning!

Year 5

Ellie is going to increase her pace when reading.

Coco is going to reduce her screen time.

Finn wants to be more independent.

Mati wants to stop biting his nails. 

Miss Greensted wants to stop buying a Nero coffee EVERY morning. 
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