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Chepstow News
Keeping you up to date with school life

Message from Mrs Barr
Dear Parents
Well the Reception classes really did start off the Christmas cheer with their performance on
Thursday. Their energy, enthusiasm and enjoyment really shone through. It always astounds me how
confidently they perform.
Thank you to the Reception team, Mr O’Connor, Mike and Les for their patience, determination and
enthusiasm - I think they all deserve a well-earned rest.
A huge thank you also to Mrs Laing and Mrs Briggs, who once again have ensured that the school is
decorated so beautifully and cheerfully, it really is a magical winter wonderland.
Best wishes

,

https://twitter.com/
ChepstowHouse

@chepstowhouse
school

www.facebook.com/
chepstowhouseschool
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DIARY DATES W/C 10th December
Date

Event

YR GROUPS

MONDAY
10th

Yr 1 & 2 Christmas Songs

Yr 1 & 2

TUESDAY
11th

YR 4 FOOTBALL V SUSSEX HOUSE

YR 4

WEDNESDAY PREP SCHOOL CAROL CONCERT
12th

YR 3 - 7

THURSDAY
13th

YR 5 ASSEMBLY
CHEPSTOW DOES CHRISTMAS

YR 5
WHOLE SCHOOL

FRIDAY
14th

FRIENDSHIP FUN DAY - HALF DAY

WHOLE SCHOOL

.

PLEASE REMEMBER NO CLUBS THIS WEEK WITH THE EXCEPTION ROWING

SCHOOL PICK TIMES ON FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER:
Reception:

12pm

Yr 1

12.15pm

Yr 2 & 3

12.30pm

Yr 4

12.35p

Yr 5, 6 & 7

12.40pm

Don’t forget to check the school website and FROG for full details of school
events and sports fixtures
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Stars of the week
Class

Name

Reason

Robin

Khalid

For being such a kind and caring
member of the class.

Sparrow

Veer

For your fantastic singing in our
Nativity rehearsals.

Wren

Alexa

For trying so hard with writing your
name.

Pelican

Raffael

For trying very hard to improve your
handwriting.

Puffin

Harrison

For your positive attitude in class this
week.

Penguin

Qicheng

For working really hard to learn his
lines and songs for the Christmas carol
concert.
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Class

Name

Reason

Swallow

Bea

For your hard work on your inference
and guided reading.

Kingfisher

Bentina

For a great piece of writing for the
class Snowman book.

Woodpecke
r

Henry

For using lots of descriptive hrases
when retelling the story of ‘The
Snowman’

Woodlark

Anna-Sophia

For being constantly hardworking and
helpful across the curriculum.

Skylark

Lucas

For learning his assembly lines and
singing with such enthusiasm.

Shorelark

Ailyn

For working so hard at your times
tables.

Tawny Owl

Antonia

For writing a descriptive opening
paragraph to a myth.
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Class

Name

Reason

Barn Owl

Lilly

For reading for pleasure to enhance her
reading skills!

Harrier
Hawk

Grace

For amazing geography work on
settlements.

Grey Hawk

Farrah

Golden
Eagle

Carla

For continued focus and effort in all
subjects.

Imperial
Eagle

Angelina

For always producing well-presented,
detailed work.

For superb English progress this term.

WELL DONE TO ALL OUR STARS THIS WEEK!
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SPECIALIST AWARDS
Class

Name

Reason

Sport

Bella

For excelling in her first EVER netball
fixture. The year 2 team won 5-0
against Knightsbridge School, Bella
scored all 5! Well done!

Art

Julian

For excellent work on your iPad and
for helping others.

Art

Jack

For excellent work on your iPad and
for helping others.

French

Julian

For using his knowledge of German to
understand and remember vocabulary.

Music

Jasper

For his enthusiasm in all lessons and
exploring music well in his free flow
lesson.

Computing

Otis

For his contribution to our discussion
about coding for Computer Science
week
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BEHAVIOUR AWARD
Well done to the following children who were awarded the behaviour
badge for being CARING & SHARING this week.

7 DECEMBER 2018

MERITS AWARDED THIS WEEK

Blenheim

Portobello

Lancaster

Ladbroke
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NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT
With the Christmas Carol Concerts just around the corner it’s time for our final masterclass…Performance.
How to relax and focus for a performance
1. When you get into position ready to sing, look around the room, take in all the details around you. Oo that’s a
nice bauble…I’d never noticed that decoration before.You’ll soon find yourself much calmer and relaxed, which of
course is just how you want to be to sing well.
2. When a dancer is about to do a turn on stage, they often do something called spotting: they will fix their eye on
a spot so that they don't get giddy. It's an invisible part of their technique. Try it out. Choose a favourite spot
from step 1 and focus on it as you sing.
3. Remind yourself why you are performing in the first place. Think about how good you can be, about how much
pleasure you could be giving to others. Try to remember times when you received compliments for a
performance that you gave. An old favourite is closing your eyes and imagining the audience in their underwear - it
really can work!
4. Here’s an additional tip from Y4 – Linked to tip 3. Why not try imagining you are your favourite singer or
superhero just before performing. Get into a quick power stance just before it’s your time to shine.
Summary:
1. Look around the room and think about what you can see.
2. Choose a spot to fix your eyes on.
3. Think about how well you can sing and how much people will enjoy the show.
4. Imagine you are a famous singer or superhero. Try out a quick power stance..
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NEWS FROM ART DEPARTMENT
This week I thought you might be interested to see how Year 2 have been using their iPads as part of a project on David
Hockney. We had a lovely scenario with Swallows where two children were able to pass on techniques to the rest of the
class, they very much enjoyed being in the role of teacher!.

INSTAGRAM
Follow us on
@chepstowhouseschoolart

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for
all the photos from this week @chepstowhouseschoolart
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NEWS FROM COMPUTING DEPARTMENT
Pupils celebrated Computer Science week, which take place from the 3-9th of December.
hourofcode website (www.hourofcode.com/uk) and selected a variety of coding activities.

Pupils logged onto the

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT
Year 4 football fixture vs Thomas’ Kensington – 4th December 2018
All the year 4 boys travelled to University of Westminster on a crisp autumn day. The boys were in high spirits and some
very positive results, the children were split into four mixed teams and would play short 10 minute games in a rotation
format. The team work skills and good natured spirit that the boys showed was evident to see, paving the way for an
afternoon of successful results. The year 4 boys play in there last football fixture next Tuesday vs Sussex House at
Battersea Park.
‘Team 1’ player of the match – Axl
‘Team 2’ player of the match – Matthieu
‘Team 3’ player of the match – Elliot
‘Team 4’ player of the match – Otto .

Tuesday 4th December Year 4 netball v Latymer
As netball season comes to an end we had our final Chepstow girl’s fixture of the season, year 4 v Latymer. The girls
were incredibly excited and very determined to win the match to end the year on a high! The year 4 girls were split into
a pink team and a blue team, with both teams playing 4 7minute quarters.
The blue team were playing on pitch two and took the first center pass. The team have been discussing finding spaces
away from defenders and as a result of this the team gave each other plenty of opportunities and options of where to
pass the ball. The girls have been working on line formation during sports lessons and training which they implemented
during the game, getting the ball the quickest way to goal. The players all knew where they had to slot in the line in order
to work as a team and get the ball towards goal. After only a few minutes the first goal was scored by Ellie (GA) then
during the second half of the game was followed by a second goal from Siddiqa (GS). The team worked incredibly well
together and were very positive and motivated throughout giving them a fantastic final score of 2-0. The team have
played brilliantly together this term and were ecstatic to finish the season on a win!
On the pink team the match began with a center pass from Latymer but the Chepstow girls soon intercepted the ball
and made the most out of our ‘line formation’ drill that we have been working on in squad and lessons. This got the ball
straight into our attacking end and gave the girls an opportunity to shoot, Arianna got the first goal in for Chepstow
which made the girls even more motivated to win. During half time we discussed the need to make bigger passes down
the court in order to ensure Latymer could not keep up with us. Following on from this during the next 2 quarters the
Chepstow girls improved with each minute, getting faster and more accurate. It allowed us to have more shots at goal
and between Julia (GS) and Arianna (GA) Chepstow secured 4 goals giving us a 4-1 win! Antonia (WA) was chosen by
Latymer as player of the match which was very well deserved for her incredible interception and amazing leaps into the
air to win Chepstow the ball. Freya (C) and Izzy (WD) really worked hard to constantly find a space to receive the ball
in and played a vital part marking their players to stop Latymer getting the ball into their attacking third. Nikole (GD)
and Grace (GK) had their work cut out for them as Latymer had several shots at goal throughout the game but due to
their brilliant defending they ensured Chepstow got the win. The year 4 pink team have been as absolute pleasure to
teach and the girls have worked fantastically as a team. Bring on hockey season!
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Year 6 boys’ football vs Thomas’ Kensington – Monday 3rd December
On a wet, miserable and dark December day. All the year 6 boys travelled to Chiswick to play in their toughest fixture of
the year against two strong Thomas’ Kensington teams. The ‘A’ played in a very competitive fixture, coming out of the
game with a well-earned draw. Leo working hard in attack, closing down the ball well and dribbling quickly at the
defenders. Josh made some fines saves in goal, Jago and Alexander N competed well in a physical game. The boys should
be extremely proud of their efforts, the game was highly competitive against an extremely good team, well done the ‘A’
team. The ‘B’ team found things hard going throughout the first half, gaps in defence, coupled with a lack of work rate/
pressure allowed Thomas’ to exploit the gaps, which led to a very dominant first half. After a few stern words from Mr
Collins, the boys started to play better, closing down the ball well, tracking attackers and staying in position. Gyula
demonstrated a good sense of work rate, commitment and determination throughout the game, him and Mikhaeel
combined well. The ‘B’ team came out on the wrong side of a 10-0 loss. This brings the football season to a close for the
year 6 boys, a very positive season, cumulating in some very positive results.
‘A’ team player of the match – Leo
‘B’ team player of the match - Gyula

Year 3-6 swimming gala vs Notting Hill Prep – 5th December
19 swimmers across year 3-6 travelled to Kensington Leisure Centre to participate in a gala against Notting
Hill Prep. Children had the chance to win most of the strokes and swim in several relays. Chepstow excelled
during the relay events, showing fantastic cohesion and team work skills within each year group. Chepstow
came out 54 points winners over NHP (CHS – 254 and NHP – 200). This brings our first term of swimming to
an end, we have shown immense improvement throughout the term, with some really positive results.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our very own SPORT
Instagram page for all the photos from this week
@chepstowhouseschoolsport

INSTAGRAM
Follow us on
@chepstowhouseschoolsport
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NEWS FROM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
All this term Year 5 have been learning about our Earth and the solar system. Drawing on all that they had
learnt so far, the children were challenged to independently work in teams and create a model of our solar
system. The catch being that they had to use fruit to approximate the relative sizes of the different planets..

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS
The final full week of nursery this has continued in the same vein, with glitter galore, peppermint scented water play, and
a wonderful creative atmosphere of crafts, songs and dance.
Our Christmas tree arrived and the children have been busy decorating with lovely homemade decorations.
We have also been learning all about Hanukah and making beautiful menorahs.
Oh, and guess what? We have been having visits from elves! They sneak into school every night when everyone has left
and have fun with our toys. We have captured them on camera and can’t wait for each day for the latest Elf Update!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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RECEPTION NEWS
Well done to Reception! What a fantastic nativity performance! The children did so well learning their lines and the
songs sounded very angelic ☺ . We would like to thank Mr O’Connor for writing such a wonderful script and songs. Thank
you Mr Hill-Jayne for practising the songs during his music lessons and Mr Mike for painting us a fantastic Nativity backdrop and
making all of our props. Also a big thank you to the parents for their help with the wonderful costumes and for helping the children
learn their lines so well. Last but not least, thank you Chef Rahel for organising the mince pies, teas and coffees.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 1 NEWS
Year 1 have been busy decorating loads of Christmas baubles for the school. We are also designing our own Christmas
gifts and biscuits which we hope parents will come and buy next week at our sale! The Pelicans also enjoyed doing their
class assembly this week.
The festive fun is starting and we are looking forward to our pantomime, Christmas lunch and Santa Claus visit next
week. Watch this space…..

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 2 NEWS
Year 2 have been so busy in the run up to Christmas! In literacy, we’ve continued our hard work on our class book ‘The
Snowman’, and have thought hard about editing and up-levelling our work. The final copies look absolutely fantastic with
such a great range of descriptive language. Maths has seen us learning all about fractions and recording data using a
variety of graphs and charts. Meanwhile, in Science the Kingfisher class were busy exploring magnetism and thinking
carefully about which materials are magnetic. We’ve really got into the Christmassy mood practicing for our Christmas
Songs next week – we can’t wait to see all the parents at the final performance!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 3 NEWS
This week we have been busy getting into the Christmas spirit and counting down to the holidays! We decorated
baubles and trees for the school hall and have been solving some Christmas maths problems. In English, we have been
looking at instructions and preparing to bake some Christmassy treats next week. We also really enjoyed watching the
Skylarks’ fantastic assembly!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 4 NEWS
The children have enjoyed a fun filled week of Christmas celebrations. We have been practicing our Carol Concert with
the rest of Key Stage 2 and the children are sounding brilliant. Are you looking forward to the concert? The children have
also designed and created two fantastic Christmas trees which are now hung in the Main Hall.
We are continuing with writing our myth. The children have come up with some fantastic, imaginative myths. We look
forward to you reading them!.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 5 NEWS
Penultimate week of the autumn term, but bar far one of the busiest! In English we have been focusing on our 500 word
stories. We have focused on using paragraphs, dialogue, wow words and excellent grammar. We have changed those
boring words like ‘walked’ and ‘said’ to ‘ambled’ and ‘exclaimed’. We have left the reader in suspense and we have created
jaw dropping twists, now all that’s left to do is keep our fingers crossed that we all get through to the next round of this
national competition! In maths we have continued to look at fractions, decimals and percentages. In Geography we have
started to look at settlements and in History we are now exploring the Vikings. Mrs Braithwaite, Miss Etherington, Mrs T
and Miss G have been super impressed with the science projects that have come into school! There were solar systems
made out of playdough and Saturns made out of papier-mâché, glitter was used liberally and the presentations were
secondary school standard!
On Wednesday, Farrah, Millie, Anika and Finn took part in a swimming gala against our sporting rivals, Notting Hill Prep.
All four children, alongside fish from years 3 to 6, swam excellently, meaning we beat NHP by 50 points! Well done!
School has become a Christmassy haven! We decorated (paper) trees as classes, which are now hanging in the hall and
made class handprint decorations for our class doors. Don’t forget you can bring in a handmade decoration for the tree
in the hall. Stuck for something to do on the weekend? Salt dough decorations always look fab ☺ We’ve been practising
for our carol concert on Wednesday and now cannot get “We Wish You a Merry Christmas” out of our heads.
We’re excited to see the children’s presentations next week which has been part of their homework this week.
Remember, it can be on anything (preferably not on how smelly their socks are after a match), and can be in any format,
PowerPoint, a talk, a video etc.
Bring on the final week before Christmas!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 6 NEWS
Year 6 have been getting stuck into Geography this week. We’ve been learning all about earthquakes including what
causes them and where they are most likely to occur. We’ve looked at fault lines and made predictions about the chance
of an earthquake happening in different cities. Luckily we found that London scored pretty low!
In Maths, Miss Long’s class have been solving some tricky problems involving angles. They enjoyed a bit of friendly
competition during their lesson too.
We’ve all been working hard in English during our revision workshops. We’ve already focused on how to interpret an
author’s language and how to improve our use of apostrophes. Next we’ll be looking at discussion texts and drawing
inference from poetry. Busy busy!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 7 NEWS
Year 7 have been working really hard this week! Of course we are preparing for Christmas but we have also
had our showcase lessons and written exams. We have felt really prepared so it’s not been that stressful
and the exams have been spread out which has given us chance to relax and revise in between.
It’s been particularly interesting learning how to reflect and evaluate in Art – something we have not done
so formally before. We looked back over our work on Expressionism and considered how our paintings and
drawings had been inspired by famous artists such as Edvard Munch. Miss Crix is incredibly proud of the
beautiful artwork we have created this term!
We also had a showcase performance in music. The year 7 curriculum is designed so that we get the chance
to learn an instrument from scratch! We are taught how to play the notes, create expression within a set
piece and how important pace and pitch is when performing. Hopefully we will wow everyone in the carol
concert next week!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool

