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Chepstow News
Keeping you up to date with school life

Message from Mrs Barr
Dear Parents
A big thank you to Dr Martin Stephen, former head of St Paul’s senior school, for his time spent with the year
5, 6 and 7 parents discussing and giving advice on senior school interviews. Hopefully this, and his follow up
session with the year 6 and 7 children on interview techniques, will help promote an informed, calm and
relaxed approach. We wish the children luck in all of their assessments procedures over the next few months.

Best wishes
,

https://twitter.com/
ChepstowHouse

@chepstowhouse
school

www.facebook.com/
chepstowhouseschool
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DIARY DATES W/C 26th November
Date

Event

YR GROUPS

MONDAY
26th
TUESDAY
27th

MATHS WORKSHOP
YR 2 NETBALL V KNIGHTSBRIDGE
YR 4 FOOTBALL V LATYMER

WEDNESDAY READING WORKSHOP
28th

THURSDAY
29th

YR 5 FOOTBALL V LATYMER
YR 5 NETBALL V LATYMER

KS1
YEAR 2
YEAR 4
KS 2 & 3

YR 5

FRIDAY
30th
Reading Workshop KS2&KS3 - Wednesday 28th November 2018, 8:15-9:00am, School gym
This is for parents who feel they would like extra guidance on how to support their child’s reading development once
they feel their child can read accurately and fluently. It will consider inference, questioning and comprehension, as well
as focusing on the inextricable link between reading and writing. Helpful advice will be given as to how to stimulate
imagination and encourage a lifelong love of learning. It will also look at some of the key skills needed for exams.
Maths Workshop - Tuesday 27th November at 8.30-9.20am, Drama room
This workshop will be a general discussion of the areas of the maths curriculum taught. It will provide helpful hints of
ways you can help and support your child at home. Please note that this will cover all aspects of the maths curriculum
and not solely cover calculations and their methodology.

Don’t forget to check the school website and FROG for full details of school
events and sports fixtures
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Stars of the week
Class

Name

Reason

Robin

Jasper

For being persistent and working
hard in phonics.

Sparrow

Holly

For your super writing about bugs.

Wren

Lotte

For your fantastic effort during
weekend news

Pelican

Stella

For always being ready and
respectful.
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Class

Name

Reason

Puffin

Sofia

For always working hard in your
maths lessons.

Penguin

Isabella

For being a great role model on
our school trip.

Swallow

Sam

For your thoughtful approach to
problem solving.

Kingfisher

Sienna

For her interest around the Tower
of London.
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Class

Name

Reason

Woodpecker

Hector

For working hard to use a range of
connectives in his writing.

Woodlark

Eliza

For writing a fantastic setting
description.

Skylark

Anastasia

For working super hard in Maths
last week.

Shorelark

Maks

For being so engaged and
enthusiastic about our Egyptian
topic. We’ve learnt a lot from you!
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Class

Name

Reason

Tawny Owl

Emma

For always trying your best in
Maths and going above and beyond
in your homework.

Barn Owl

Achille

For always giving 100% in
everything you do!

Harrier
Hawk

Lola

For her super effort when using
dialogue.

Grey Hawk

Emily

For a superb Oliver Twist
playscript.
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Class

Name

Reason

Golden Eagle

Victoria

For your interest and enthusiasm
during our Science trip to Stowe.

Imperial
Eagle

Chloe

For excellent reading,
comprehension and writing skills.

WELL DONE TO ALL OUR STARS THIS WEEK!
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SPECIALIST AWARDS
Class

Name

Reason

Sport

Adya

For showing constant improvement in
her swimming and for really excelling
when doing the breast stroke legs kick

Art

Charlotte

For super drawings in your sketchbook

French

Sophia

Being attentive and showing good
understanding of the vocabulary.

Music

Layan

For how switched on and enthusiastic
she has been in music this year,
especially with singing.

Computing

Rose

For creating a colourful character in
the ‘felt board’ app
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BEHAVIOUR AWARD
Well done to the following children who were awarded the behaviour
badge for being WELL MANNERED this week.
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MERITS AWARDED THIS WEEK

Blenheim

Portobello

Lancaster

Ladbroke
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NEWS FROM MUSIC DEPARTMENT
This week, in preparation for the Christmas Carol concerts we have a little masterclass on the importance of posture.
Singing does not just involve your vocal cords and lungs. A proper singing posture involves your head, neck, chest, belly
(abdomen), arms, hips, knees, and even feet. Developing a proper singing position will allow you to improve the quality of
your singing.
Here are just some tips to good posture:
1. Stand with your arms by your sides and your feet shoulder width apart.
2. Increase the length of your body by straightening your back and lifting your chin (see below)

Keep your chin parallel to the ground. Your ears should be over your shoulders and the crown of your
head should be pointed at the ceiling. This position will allow the maximum amount of air to flow in and out of
your abdomen. (see photo)

Also raise your chest (see photo).

3. Now relax your body just a little, shake yourself, roll your shoulders back (see photo) and bend your knees
slightly (see photo).
Don’t forget to test your new singing posture. Try singing again in a slouched posture.You should notice
that you are able to project your voice much better when your body is in a good singing posture.
These are just a few tips. There are many warmups you can try to get yourself ready and other details too.
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NEWS FROM ART DEPARTMENT
Some new displays went up in the Art Department last week; we have Year 3’s wonderful Aboriginal style clay tiles and
Year 5’s decorated, Anglo-Saxon inspired helmets. Meanwhile, please see our regular updates on Instagram:
@chepstowhouseschoolart.

INSTAGRAM
Follow us on
@chepstowhouseschoolart

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for
all the photos from this week @chepstowhouseschoolart
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NEWS FROM COMPUTING DEPARTMENT
Pupils in year 2 were learning about road safety to tie in with road safety week, which is from the 19th - 25th of
November. They enjoyed using the webcam on the computer to turn themselves into the role of a school crossing
guard or bus driver.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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NEWS FROM SPORTS DEPARTMENT
Year 3 and 4 football fixture vs Notting Hill Prep
Due to the Knightsbridge football tournament being cancelled, because of inclement weather. 8 year 4 students and 6
year 3 children hopped on a coach to Linford Christie to participate in two football fixtures against NHP. The year 4
team played brilliantly in an enthralling and end to end game. The game was very evenly matched, Chepstow continued to
play well on the counter attack, Salah and Seb showed blistering pace in attack. Otto worked his socks off in midfield and
Charlie and Tarun were the ever reliable ‘Chepstow House Wall’ in defence to snuff out any NHP attacks.Victor, Seb and
Salah bagging the goals to secure a very well deserved 3-1 win. The year 3 team continued their fantastic football season
with a 6-0 win over NHP, every single child contributing to a fantastic team win.
Year 4 team player of the match – Otto
Year 3 team player of the match – Matthieu

Year 3 netball v Norland Place
A very rainy and cold Tuesday 20th November made for a challenging year 3 netball fixture against Norland Place. The
fixture was held at Avondale Park and the 15 year 3 girls who made up the 2 Chepstow teams walked to the match
trying to stay warm and dry. After a quick warm up the blue team began playing their first 7 minutes whilst the pink team
practised their passes with Miss Norman. The game began with a Chepstow centre pass and the girls did a fantastic job
of remembering where they were allowed on the court, alongside all the other netball rules we have been learning in
lessons! After 7 minutes the pink team swapped with the blue team and played the same Norland Place team. Once again
the girl’s netball knowledge was evident and they really worked together as a team. Both the blue team and pink team
played Norland Places A and B team. We came away with 1 win and 1 loss with 2 goals scored in the final quarter by
player of the match Nefeli.Year 3 will now be working on improving their speed during matches!

‘

‘

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our very own SPORT Instagram page for all the
photos from this week @chepstowhouseschoolsport

INSTAGRAM
Follow us on
@chepstowhouseschoolsport
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NEWS FROM FRENCH DEPARTMENT
Year 7 went to see a French animation film called “Dilili in Paris” at the Institut Français in South Kensington as part of
the annual South Ken Kids festival, a bilingual French-English week-long event. The film is set in the Paris of “La Belle
Epoque” in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and shows wonderful backdrops of the streets and famous monuments
of Paris. It was very colourful and we also learned about some artists, musicians and scientists of the time like Monet,
Picasso, Pasteur, Marie Curie, Debussy or Satie..

!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
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LITTLE CHEPSTOW NEWS
Another happy and productive week has been had at Little Chepstow.
As you may have seen on Instagram, the highlight of the week was our visit, during International Week of Kokoso the
Camel. The children and all still talking about it as one would expect, after all it’s not every day that a camel comes to
Nursery!
So this week the Dormice have continued with their theme on Autumn, making lovely leaf prints, exploring the sensory
autumn tray and making spiky hedgehogs using sticks.
The Field Mice have been learning the story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’. They have had great fun using junk modelling
materials to build houses, and have role played the story with great drama and flair.
Next week it will be full steam ahead with Christmas crafts so watch this space as the excitement builds!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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RECEPTION NEWS
Reception have been working really hard practising their lines for the nativity. The songs are coming along nicely and the
children cannot wait for the big performance.
Our trip to the ecology centre was lots of fun. We certainly got muddy digging for insects. The children were very well
behaved and shared some of the interesting facts they had learnt in class during our minibeast talk. On Friday we had our
minibeast dress up day. WOW! Such impressive costumes. Well done Reception.
In literacy, we have been reading ‘superworm’. The children came up with some impressive adjectives to describe insects
and wrote some super sentences.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 1 NEWS
The Year 1 classes visited the Transport Museum on Monday. We had a fantastic time riding through time back to old
London where we rode on the first ever steam train which was underground! We also learnt that at our age, 5 and 6 we
had to clean up horse poo! This week in numeracy we are learning all about time and still counting coins and we
continue to love learning all about old and new transport.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos
from this week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 2 NEWS
Our minds were blown by our amazing trip to the Tower of London! We were so lucky to have a brilliant workshop with
Guy Fawkes, explore the different areas of the Tower, visit the Fusiliers museum and of course visit the dazzling Crown
Jewels! Now that we’ve seen the enormous metal door that guards them, we can’t believe Gangsta Granny thought she’d
be able to steal them! Then, the Kingfisher class wowed us with their informative assembly about Guy Fawkes and the
Tower of London. It’s clear to see how much the children have learnt about these fascinating events. What fantastic
acting, singing and speaking!

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 3 NEWS
In maths this week we have been looking at perimeter. We have calculated the perimeter of different polygons and
rooms in the school. We measured the perimeter of the hall in footsteps and found that it was 114 steps! Can you find
the perimeter of different objects in your house? We have also begun to look at where our food comes from for
Geography. We have located where some of our food originates and how it gets to our supermarkets. Can you find out
which country the food in your fridge comes from? To round off our fantastic Ancient Egypt topic, we made and
decorated our own scarab beetle charms out of clay.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 4 NEWS
The children have had a brilliant week this week! They thoroughly enjoyed their trip to the British Museum.
The children were able to see the Parthenon Marbles and were in awe at the size of them. We have also been
learning all about the lives of those who lived in Athens and Sparta. Do you know any differences between the
two cities?

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 5 NEWS
Another week down! We can’t believe we’ve been in year 5 for 10 weeks already.
In English we have been revisiting and showcasing all the skills that we have developed in year 5 so far. We retold the
story of the Sword in the Stone, ensuring we used metaphors, similes, wow words, punctuation and paragraphs. We
created colourful storyboards as a plan for our retelling, to ensure we were accurate and included as many features of a
story as possible.
In Maths we have moved on from exploring lines of symmetry to looking at fractions and their relationship with
decimals and percentages. Mrs T said she had a bag of sweets and was willing to give us 15/25ths of the bag. If we came
up with an equal fraction, with a different denominator, we were allowed a sweet. It’s safe to say that we were more than
disappointed to find out that these sweets were actually non-existent!
We have explored the idea of growth mindset in our PSHE lessons. We were given a piece of paper each and shown an
origami penguin, told to create the same penguin, with no instructions. It’s safe to say we all found this extremely difficult
and frustrating. After a quick discussion about why we found it so tough, we were relieved to be given instructions. Then
we were flying! It took us about 5 minutes to create a whole waddle of penguins! We talked about moving away from a
fixed mindset, to a growth mindset. This is the belief that our skills and abilities can be developed over time, through
dedication and hard work. We then created our own ‘Baiboards’ on our iPads to showcase all the hard work we’ve put
into year 5 so far. Our aim for the year is to embrace challenges, persist in the face of setbacks, see effort as the path to
mastery, learn from criticism and be inspired by the success of others.

Jaeden brought in a desktop PC, so we could view in the insides and discuss the components such as the caller, the hard
drive, the circuits, the processor and the RAM. Some of the year 4 children visited the Grey Hawk classroom to look at
it too.
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On Tuesday we had an assembly from the Eco Committee. We are taking part in Switch off Fortnight and encourage you
to do so at home too! When you’re not using electronics or lights, please switch them off rather than leaving them on
standby. Let’s save the world, one step at a time ☺
Christmas is fast approaching! We have been busy practising for the carol concert, which is on Wednesday 12th
December. We’re looking forward to singing our hearts out to those who attend. The Shoe Box and Christmas Hamper
Appeal for the Rugby Portobello Trust has launched too. Letters and stickers have gone home, should you have any
questions please let us know. Let’s club together to make Christmas a wonderful time of year for those less fortunate

than us.
We’re looking forward welcoming Deya from the Orangutan Alliance into school on Friday morning. She’s coming in to
talk to us about the amazing work she has done alongside Jane Goodall, who Finn did some research into last week as
part of the Grey Hawk display on Women in Science.
As part of Road Safety Week, which commences on Monday 19th, Tommy and Alex (our JTAs) have asked for children to
enter their poster competition. Please ask them for more details if you’re interested in entering – there are lots of great
prizes up for grabs!
And finally, thank you to all parents and children and of course, Miss Etherington and Mrs T, for making Miss Greensted’s
birthday so special last week!
PHEW, well done if you made it to the end! Have a great week.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 6 NEWS
We have been busy across the curriculum this week in Year 6. We finished off our History topic by summarising what we
have learnt… in Viking Runes! The children really enjoyed translating their words into Runes and made some interesting
observations about the way the Vikings wrote. Why do you think they didn’t use curved letters?
In Maths, Mrs Hoffmann’s group tackled some tricky Thanksgiving themed problem solving. The children worked
methodically to solve the mystery of the pumpkin pie.
Sophia, in the Imperial Eagles, brought in her fantastic art portfolio to show the class. We loved looking through and
asking questions about her different pictures.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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YEAR 7 NEWS
Firstly year 7 would like to thank Miss Etherington for organising a special lunchtime Space Talk for KS2 and KS3.
Spanning across last Wednesday and Thursday, we learnt about how life may be distributed on Earth and in the Solar
System via a podcast delivered by Dr James Green, current Chief Scientist of NASA. It was great to mix up our
lunchtime activities and we found the idea that there may have been life on Mars before we had life on Earth incredible!
We were also lucky enough to go out on two field trips this week. As part of our preparations for the Chepstow House
Christmas Shoe Box Appeal, we were invited to the Rugby Portobello Trust to volunteer at their junior youth club. As
well as supporting younger children in activities such as drawing, table football and cards, we got stuck into some exciting
activities that were new to all of us! Zara tried her hand at fencing and Gyula was a natural in the recording studio. We
look forward to maintaining our relationship with the charity so that KS3 can keep up their voluntary contributions as
part of the prefect programme.
Finally, thank you to Madame Robinne for organising a trip to see ‘Dilili in Paris’ – an animated feature film by Michel
Ocelot at the French Institute. As part of the South Ken Kid’s Festival, the story follows Dilili, a young Kanak, and her
friend Orel as they travel through Paris meeting famous faces and solving the mystery of some frightening kidnappings.
The animations were beautiful and we found the themes running through the film such as France’s transition to a

multicultural country and the suppression of women really powerful.

Don’t forget to check out FROG and our Instagram page for all the photos from this
week @chepstowhouseschool
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ECO COMMITTEE NEWS
Over the next 2 weeks, the eco committee will be encouraging everyone to take part in Switch off Fortnight. We would
like everyone to switch off the lights during the day time and turn off boards, laptops and iPads when they are not in use.
Our colourful posters around school should remind everyone what they need to do. We went out to do a secret survey
and checked up on which classes were using unnecessary electricity and we hope to see a noticeable improvement in
these results. The most eco friendly class at the end of the fortnight will win a special prize.

