
Message from Mrs Barr 
Dear Parents,  

Welcome back to a new term and a new year. What a start with the inspection. 

Fortunately we have all survived and we are now just waiting for the report. The 

children and staff remained extremely enthusiastic and positive throughout 

and I would like to thank you again for your support. 

The year 6 were certainly nonplussed by the whole event as they were rightly 

focussed on their 11+ assessments, which we continue to wish them luck with. 

Finally, please can I welcome Mr Hill-Jayne, our new music teacher, who had a 

baptism of fire in his first week at Chepstow House School. I am sure you will all 

make him feel very welcome   

Best wishes,   

 
. 
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Chepstow News 
Keeping you up to date with school life

Term 17/18 Issue 12   19 January 2018

Diary Dates w/c 
22nd January 

Monday 22nd Jan 

Year 3, 4 & 5 Chore 
Week 

Year 6 Hockey & 
Rugby v NHP, Linford 
Christie Stadium, 
2.15pm 

Tuesday 23rd 

Year 4 Tag Rugby & 
Hockey v NHP, Linford 
Christie Stadium, 
2.15pm 

Wednesday 24th  

Skylark Assembly for 
Parents, 8.30am, Gym 
Hall 

Thursday 25th 

Year 5 Hockey & 
Rugby v NHP, Linford 
Christie Stadium, 
2.15pm 

Friday 26th 

Woodpecker 
Assembly for Parents, 
9am, Main Hall
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FACEBOOK 
Follow us on 

www.facebook.com/
chepstowhouseschool

INSTAGRAM 
Follow us on 

@chepstowhouseschool

TWITTER 
Chepstow House now has its own 
twitter! The twitter @ChepstowHouse 
will be updated with school events, 
sports fixture results, photos and 
school news.  Make sure to follow us! 

https://twitter.com/
ChepstowHouse
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Stars of the week  
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Reception

Alexander, (Puffins), for working very hard and 
being a great role model
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Emily, (Sparrows), for excellent behaviour 
and setting a great example to her 
friends.

Thor, (Wren), for fantastic number work 
with numicon.  Well done!

Year 1

Max,(Pelican), for remembering to use 
lots of connectives in his recount.

Seraphina(Robin), for amazing 
weekend news.

Honor (Penguin) for writing a 
fantasyic holiday recount.

Year 2

Dexter, (Swallow),for such an 
imaginative use of alliteration in your 
Magic Box poem

Jack, (Kingfisher), for excellent all 
iteration in his poetry.

Yasmin, (Woodpecker), for always 
being polite and using her manners

Sofia, (Swift), for answering word 
problems using the grid method.
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Year 3

TERM 17/18 ISSUE 12 19 JANUARY 2018

Year 4 Year 5

Jaspar, (Tawny Owls), for researching lots of 
great facts on the Earth’s atmosphere.

Jago, (Grey Hawks), for being such a 
thoughtful and selfless  member of the group 
member during Problem Solving.

Kaya, (Skylark), for taking more 
responsibility for your work

Olivia, (Barn Owl), for being such a 
caring member of the Barn Owl Class

Angelina, (Harrier Hawk), for settling in 
to her class so well.

Year 6

Carmen, (Golden Eagle), for having a 
fantastic attitude to learning

Liana (Imperial Eagle), for her spooky 
story entitled “A Slight Scuffling 
Noise”

WELL DONE TO ALL OUR 
STARS THIS 

WEEK
Tarun, (Shorelark), for consistent 
hard work and focus.

Emma, (Woodlarks), for settling in so 
effortlessly into Chepstow in her first 
week.



Specialist awards KS1 

Class Name Reason

Sport Anna-
Sophia 

For excelling in her first 
swimming lesson and 
for executing a 
fantastic front crawl 
kick. 

Art Anton Excellent work on the 
artist Matisse.

French Teo For participating with 
great enthusiasm in 
lessons.

Music Dominic His enthusiasm and 
performance singing 
about the weather.

Computin
g

Zephy For continued 
enthusiasm in his 
computing lessons and 
an excellent 
understanding of how 
to use ‘lightbot coding’
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Behavioural awards 
Well done to the following children who were awarded 
the Behaviour awards this week for being Respectful: 
Yusuf, Jack, Leonardo, Khush, Filip, Matthieu, Sam, 
Camelia, Chloe, Raif, Elliot, Aurelien, Markus, Johanna, 
Coco, Amalia, Maya, Gyula and Bella.  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House points awarded 
this week 

Lots of points have been awarded 
since our last newsletter!  Portobello 
still out in front but not by much! 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Blenheim Portobello Lancaster Ladbroke



News from Music 
Department 

A big hello from the new music teacher, Mr 
Hill-Jayne! The children have all been so 
welcoming and it’s great to see the 
enthusiasm for music here at Chepstow 
House School. Already Year 1 have been 
looking at Weather and creating their own 
sounds; Year 2 have explored myths 
around the UK through song; Year 3 are 
continuing the development of recorder 
skills; Year 4 are working on Poetry and 
ostinato rhythms; Year 5 are creating their 
own cinematic soundtracks and Year 6 are 
developing their singing of multi-part 
vocal harmonies. We have also kicked off 
Ensemble again on Tuesday mornings and 
Choir on Thursdays! 
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News from Art  
Department 

We have greeted the New Year with a wide range 
of new and exciting projects. Year 5 braved the 
cold to collect some visual research into the 
Chepstow school buildings. This was in 
preparation for the clay buildings that they are 
going to design and make. Reception meanwhile 
were finding out all about spaces in pictures by 
using masking tape and felt tips to create shapes. 
We look forward to a creative and fulfilling term 
ahead!. 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News from Computing  
Department 

Year 2 have been learning Lightbot a 
programming puzzle game.  The goal of Lightbot 
is to guide a robot to light up all the blue tiles in 
each level. Pupils must ‘program’ the robot using a 
set of instructions.  They will run the program they 
have created and test to see if it works. 
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News from Science 
Department 

 11

TERM 17/18 ISSUE 12 19 JANUARY 2018



News from French 
Department 
Year 1took part in “La galette des rois”, a French 
tradition for Epiphany where we eat a special cake 
called “la galette” with “une fève” hidden inside 
(which the children are showing on the photos”. 
The person who finds “la fève” gets the crown and 
becomes “le roi” if a boy or “la reine” if a girl. 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News from Sports  
Department 

Interhouse Football & Netball 

As the end of term nears, key stage 2 descended 
on Westway to participate in an Interhouse 
football/netball tournament. The year 3 
tournament commenced in the morning, all 
children showed a fantastic competitive edge and 
worked well within their houses. Max and Antonia 
excelling in both netball and football. The year 4 
competition was played to an extremely high 
standard, there were some great goals scored 
during the football games, along with some 
outstanding passing and moving skills on the 
netball court. The year 5 and 6 tournament was 
played in a great spirit, each house having two 
teams within their house. Jackson playing some 
good football and Ana dominating on the netball 
court. Well done to every child that participated, an 
extremely successful day. The results are shown 
below…. 

Netball –  

1st Ladbroke  

2nd Portobello 

Joint 3rd Blenheim/Lancaster 

Football –  

1st Portobello 

2nd Blenheim 

3rd Ladbroke 

4th Lancaster 

New Term, New Sports 

The children have started the term fantastically well 
in all PE lessons. KS1 children have moved onto 
tag rugby and hockey along with one gymnastics 

lesson per week, each child has been focussing on 
the basic skills within these sports. The year 2 

children started swimming, focussing on front 
crawl. KS2 travelled to Linford Christie on Friday to 

start their rugby 
lessons, all year 3 
played tag rugby 

showing some good tagging and running skills. 
Thy year 4/5/6 boys all started contact rugby in a 
confident manner, working on tackling and game 
awareness skills. The girls focussed on tag rugby, 
looking at tagging and team work skills. 
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Upcoming fixtures –  

 Friday 19th January –  

• Selected Year 3/4/5/6 children – West 
London cross country @ Wormwood Scrubs 
– 1pm – 4pm.  

Monday 22nd January –  

• Year 6 boys rugby vs NHP @ Linford Christie 
– 2.15pm start time  

• Year 6 hockey vs NHP @ Linford Christie – 
2.15pm start time  

Tuesday 23rd January –  

• Year 4 boys rugby vs NHP @ Linford Christie 
– 2.15pm start time  

• Year 4 girls rugby vs NHP @ Linford Christie 
– 2.15pm start time  

Thursday 25th January –  

• Year 5 boys rugby vs NHP @ Linford Christie 
– 2.15pm start time  

• Year 5 girls hockey vs NHP @ Linford 
Christie – 2.15pm start time  
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Nursery News 

 16

TERM 17/18 ISSUE 12 19 JANUARY 2018



News from Reception 
Reception have settled back into life at Chepstow 
so well. We are very proud of them! It has been 
great to see so many children excited about our 
new dinosaur topic and keen to ask questions, as 
well as find out lots of new information.  
 
We have been learning: 

• Phonics: We have learnt even more 
digraphs (two letters that make one sound) 
this week – ew (flew), al (walk), au (pause) 
and aw (raw). 

• Maths: 3D shapes. We have revised 2D 
shapes and started to look at the 3D 
shapes: cone, cylinder, cube and sphere, as 
well as their properties (faces, edges, 
corners).  Reception have also been 
revising their numbers 1-20 using numicon 
and objects. The children have enjoyed 
adding with objects and some of us can 
even count on to find the answer! 

• Topic: All about dinosaurs! We have loved 
asking questions and using all the super 
dinosaur fact books that have been lent to 
school to develop our dinosaur learning. 
Thank you to all parents who brought in 
resources for our junk modelling. We had 
so much fun making our own dinosaurs! 

In Cookery we all enjoyed making ‘ou’ pound cake. 
Chef John let us get really stuck in this week. We 
got to crack eggs and stir all the mixture together!  

Well done to the Sparrows who performed their 
assembly to parents and Key Stage 1 on 
Wednesday morning. You all said your lines using 
super loud voices and we loved your song!  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NEWS FROM YEAR 1 
It has been a happy start to 2018 for Year 1! We 
have started our new science topic all about 
materials and we have been discussing what things 
are made of and thinking about their properties. 
Maths has been great fun with revising all the hard 
work we have done so far and putting our number 
bonds into practise with challenging sums. In 
literacy, we have become reporters this week as we 
report on the missing pop-up book from Mr 
Gruber’s antique shop. Was Paddington Bear the 
culprit?  
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NEWS FROM YEAR 2 
Year 2 have started off the Spring term with great 
enthusiasm.  We have used Google Earth to focus 
on the features of islands and linked this to Katie 
Morag stories and the Isle of Struay.  We have had a 
visit from a poet who inspired us to write our very 
own riddles after listening out for clues and trying 

to work out which animal the riddle was written 
about.  We realised that we too were great poets 
and shared with her our perfect  poems about a 
Magic Box.  She was very impressed.  We used 
amazing alliteration within our poems.  They truly 

are a riveting read!! 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NEWS FROM YEAR 3 
This week in Year 3 we began our new geography 
topic, Our World from Space! We have been set a 
variety of missions by NASA to help them learn 
more about the world that we live in. Our first 
mission was to uncover the link between a list of 
countries. Bet you couldn’t… 

e.g. Antarctica, London, Pyrenees, Lake Volta, 
Spain, Algeria and Ghana 

! 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NEWS FROM YEAR 4 
Wow what a first week back sharing all about 
our amazing Christmas holidays and 
transitioning back into the swing of things in 
Year Four. It felt like we’d never left! This term 
we are continuing to explore ancient Greece, 
but this time with a focus on the legacies they 
left behind. We very convincingly played 
roles, re-enacting a theatre production, 
focusing on the Greek gods. 

This Wednesday we were lucky enough to 
have historian, David Caddle, lead us in a 
workshop. During the workshop we were 
able to handle real artefacts which included 
coins, jewellery and weapons. We even had 
the chance to re-enact a battle; which looked 
great in our costumes! You can see from all of 
the photos that we had a really fantastic day.  

Our creative brains, sparkled and fluttered, as 
we twisted the popular myth ‘Romulus and 
Remus’, by incorporating a new mythical 
character into the story and altered the 
storyline.  

In Maths we have been revising number 
concepts; particularly focusing on the four 
operations. We know how important our 
timetables are, as they underpin, a lot of our 
concepts in Maths; so please make sure we 
keep practicing these at home too! 

In Religion we began learning about Sikhism 
and the beliefs they hold, along with famous 
gurus. Year Four have always shown a keen 
interest on learning about the different ways 
people worship and follow cultural practices; 
which makes us very proud, to see how 
curious and accepting the classes are of 
different groups.  
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YEAR 5 NEWS 
Since returning from the Christmas break, we 
have enjoyed hearing about all of the different 
adventures, holidays and activities the children 
have been up to. However, we were soon back 
into our school routine, studying Poetry in our 
English lessons. In particular, we analysed a 
variety of Sea Poems before performing a 
poem of our choice to the rest of the class. 
During our performances we tried to include 
facial expressions, actions, gesticulations and 
expression in our voices. Meanwhile, in 

Mathematics we have been focusing our 
attention on the four operations and 
broadening our knowledge on different 
strategies to solving problems. The new term 
always brings with it new topics in our 
Humanities work, and we will be studying 
Judaism in Religion, Alaska in Geography and 
the Maya in History. 
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NEWS FROM YEAR 6 
Over the past fortnight the year six children have 
been studying hard towards their 11+ exams and 
interviews. In between times, they have had the 
opportunity to enjoy some creative projects.  

In Geography, the children have each selected a 
country on which to complete an in depth study. 
Activities so far have included making a map, 
producing a fact file, writing in depth about the 
history or landmarks and writing poems about the 
country they have chosen. 

In English, the children enjoyed watching Michael 
Rosen perform his famous poem, ‘Chocolate Cake’. 
They each then chose a Michael Rosen poem to 
learn and perform in a dramatic style to the class. 
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